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Dear Congregants,

The advent of the High Holiday period encourages us to pause and reflect on the past year and
to evaluate the use of our greatest gift – the gift of life.

It needs much courage and strength to do this effectively. Simply taking time over the festivals
out of our hectic routines, is certainly a positive step in the right direction.

I imagine many Jewish communities will be struggling this Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur as
they look back, especially those in Denmark as well as in France, both of whom recently
experienced murderous anti-Jewish acts of terror.

These acts of terror quite openly aimed at Jewish targets are a cause for serious concern, not
only for the Jewish communities in France, Denmark and elsewhere in Europe but also here
where there has been an increase in anti-semitic incidents over the last year.

Over the High Holiday period our thoughts, hopes and prayers are for the safety and security of
Israel and all its citizens and to an end to the ongoing violence in so many of its neighbouring
countries and for all Jewish communities worldwide.

Locally it is again most heart-warming to witness the increased activities and membership of
our community, details of which can be found in this magazine edition.

We look forward to welcoming you all on Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Succot, as it affords
us an opportunity to come together, strengthen each other and renew our communal ties and
those with Israel.

Warmest wishes for a Shana Tova.

Rabbi Barry Marcus MBE

Welcome to the 5776 issue of Central – the magazine for all our members and friends.

Our thanks must go to all the contributors. We hope you enjoy the magazine and if you would
like to contribute next year, get in touch!

It has certainly been a busy year at Central that has been reflected in the articles submitted. 

Since we wrote last, there have been elections both here and in Israel and, in each case, the
incumbent Prime Minister has remained in post. There has certainly been much lively debate in
the press following the elections. Both PMs have difficult tasks ahead fighting terror from
within and outside our countries. 

At least we know that the elections next year in the USA will bring a change of President. Let’s
hope that the coming year will bring us news as to whether the USA will get “Trumped” and
whether Presidential hopefuls will have revealed their plans for Israel.  We know that much can
change in a year.

We wish you a Happy Healthy & Peaceful New Year.

FROM the RABBI Barry Marcus

EDITORS’ MESSAGE Daphne Schogger and Raquel Amit
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FROM the Box
We are well established in our Roles. Barry Townsley is
Chairman, Melvin Lawson is Vice Chairman, Stuart Lewis and
Harold Schogger are the Wardens and Stanley Salter is the
Financial Representative.

It is great to see so many of you are celebrating your Simchas
at Central. Rarely a month goes by without a Bar Mitzvah, Bat
Mitzvah, or Auf Ruf. We even had a first for Central this year,
when we had twin boys Bar Mitzvahed.  

Rabbi Barry Marcus has had an outstanding year and we
congratulate him for receiving two awards during the last
year. In the New Year Honours List, he was appointed MBE
for services to Holocaust Education and in 2014 he was
awarded the Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the
Republic of Poland, for fostering dialogues with Poland and
the local Polish Community.

He continues with his commitment to the Holocaust
Educational Trust with his regular visits to Auschwitz, and
visited Bergen Belsen this year on the 70th Anniversary of its
liberation taking part in a Service at the Jewish Memorial. 

He welcomes all visitors to Central especially those who are
only in the area as they have loved ones in hospital nearby. He
encourages members of the Community to visit these people
in hospital who are often alone in London.

Chazan Steven Leas is very much ensconced in his new
additional role arranging lectures, concerts, films and tours of
historical significance. Those who have attended, and the
numbers are growing, talk of how great these are. In addition,
Central has now combined with New West End and Marble
Arch Synagogues for the new “Connect” series. The first one
featured John Galliano and, and was so popular that many
people had to be turned away from the event. At the time of
writing, there has been a second event which again was
exceptionally well attended, being a very informative and
lively discussion on Terrorism.

Chazan Steven Leas will again be accompanied by the Central
Synagogue Choir for the New Year and Yom Kippur services.

The “Special” monthly themed Children’s Services introduced
last year have been a great success and we need to thank our
volunteers Yoav Amit, Nicky Burns and Harold Schogger
together with Raquel Amit, for their tremendous enthusiasm
with which they involve themselves. 

We have also introduced fortnightly Shabbat Lunches. These
are hosted alternately by the Rabbi and the Chazan. If you
are invited, do accept: we should just like to get to know you
better! 

Thanks must go to Sara Cohen, Chairman of the Ladies Guild,
and her team for providing the weekly Kiddush and, Sara

alone who continues to provide special Kiddushim during
Passover. The Supper Quiz that the Ladies Guild put on this
year raised more money than ever before and was very well
attended. 

We thank the Board of Management and Elders for their work
and efforts for the Central. Several members retired at the
AGM: Roz Laren, Sara Cohen, Sammy Dwek and Juliet Moss
who we thank for their hard work. We welcome the following
new members onto the Board of Management: Valerie Cohen,
Ze’ev Galibov, Lois Peltz and Terry Samek, and Jonathan
Metliss, who joins Maurice Shamash as Representatives of
Central at the Board of Deputies. 

On the first day of Rosh Hashanah in September 2014, His
Excellency the Ambassador of Israel, Daniel Taub, together
with his wife and family, again honoured Central by
participating in the Services. We shall miss him now he has
returned to Israel. After the service, Steven and Debra Tucker
again hosted a Rosh Hashanah Kiddush and we thank them
for their generosity. 

The Chatanim for the Simchat Torah celebrations were Frank
Lewis and Simon Waxley. The celebratory Kiddushim were
superbly catered by the Ladies Guild.

We also thank the Community Security Trust which helps to
secure the building throughout the year and for their positive
suggestions to enhance our security. This has had to increase
during the last year because of the terrorist attacks abroad.
Nigel Gee, ably assisted by Jayson, has an extremely
important role to play in helping to keep us safe. We ask that
you try and make their jobs easier by following their
instructions.

Thanks to those in the office: Craig Levison, and Raquel
Amit, who has returned after having her second daughter
Leila. Thanks must also go to Douglas our wonderful
caretaker whose welcoming face always greets us, and his
wife Louise, who continue to help the Central in many ways,
together with Sylvia.

Kol Nidre – The proceeds of the Appeal this year will once
again be allocated primarily to the needs of our own growing
community. With a building as old as ours, there is always
work to be done to ensure that it meets all Health & Safety
Regulations which are constantly being updated. Plans are
being drawn up for various renovations and you will see these
being put into fruition in the coming months.

We look forward to seeing and greeting you when you visit
Central Synagogue in the year ahead.

We wish all our members and friends a ‘Happy and Healthy

5776 and well over the Fast’.



 

 

THE CHIEF RABBI  
ROSH HASHANAH 5776 

 

ve ingredient of our Jewish 
experience. According to the Talmud, prayer is 
world stands.  

During the past year I have enjoyed wonderful prayer services in numerous communities across Great 
Britain and the Commonwealth. In recent months I have begun engaging with our Rabbis and other 
community leaders to explore ways in which we can stimulate added enthusiasm for tefilla, including, for 
example, seeking to encourage Batmitzvah and Barmitzvah celebrants to have greater knowledge of and 
proficiency in our tefillot.   

The Hebrew term tefilla, 
the Latin precari, meaning to beg or entreat. The root of tefilla is the Heb
judge. It is found in the Torah in situations in which action has been taken or an intervention has been 

couple engaging  
 

From here we learn that tefilla is far more than words spoken in supplication to or in praise of God. The 
 means to judge or to analyse oneself. Through self-evaluation we engage in a 

constructive and healthy activity that can re-fashion our lives. Tefilla affords us the opportunity to take a 
s presence, where nothing can be 

denied or hidden; to differentiate between what we want and what we need; and to give voice to our 
deepest hopes and aspirations, resolving to work passionately to achieve them.  

Sometimes, those for whom tefilla is second nature can pray as a matter of routine and can struggle to find 
genuine meaning in what they are saying. Conversely, those with less grasp of the liturgy sometimes find 
that a catchy melody or special atmosphere provides them with great inspiration. It is revealing that as we 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable 
 both are required together to be 

truly impactful. This is something that every one of us can achieve.  

5775 has been a challenging year for Jewish communities at home and abroad. Murderous attacks on 
Jewish communities in Europe have left many feeling vulnerable and concerned. None of us can change the 
world overnight, but we can change ourselves, which, in turn, does indeed transform the world we live in. 
Tefilla provides us with the key to unlocking that potential if we can approach it with the requisite humility 
and vigour. 

May we all merit to discover the great beauty and value of tefilla, so that we begin 5776 with  
renewed positivity and sense of determination.  Valerie and I extend to you all our very best  
wishes for a happy, healthy, peaceful and fulfilling New Year.   Shana tova. 
 

 

Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
September Ellul 5775 
 

C e n t r a l Maga z i n e8



 

 



C e n t r a l Maga z i n e

The Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland was presented by

Ambassador Witold Sobków at a ceremony at the Polish embassy on 23 October 2014.

Here is an excerpt from the Ambassador’s speech.

It is not unusual for Rabbi Marcus to attend numerous important
occasions from one Rosh Hashanah to the next, however this year,
we look back at two events in particular, where Rabbi Marcus
himself was honoured.  

RABBI Marcus MBE

“ “We have gathered here today to recognise the exceptional efforts of Rabbi Barry
Marcus in promoting historical knowledge about the Holocaust as well as to pay
tribute to Polish-Jewish friendship and cooperation. I am honoured to announce that
the President of the Republic of Poland Mr Bronisław Komorowski, has awarded
Rabbi Barry Marcus with the Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of
Poland for services to education and Polish-Jewish dialogue.

“ “

Rabbi Marcus is a widely
acknowledged authority in the field
of Holocaust education in the UK.
Recognising that knowledge and
remembrance shape identities of
future generations, Rabbi Marcus is
clearly a man dedicated to his cause. 

“ “Up until today, he led over 150 tours, altogether
more than 25,000 students, to the Auschwitz
Museum. This place of profound importance not
only for Jews, Poles or other victims of German
Nazism, but for entire humanity – stands as a
reminder of the dark side of human nature. 

Rabbi Marcus with Lord Ahmad and Israeli
Ambassador to the UK, Daniel Taub.

10
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The 2015 New Year’s Honours list
included Rabbi Marcus’s name,
appointing him MBE for Services to
Holocaust Education. On 26 February,
Rabbi Marcus attended Buckingham
Palace accompanied by his five
daughters, to receive his award.  

Rabbi Marcus also celebrated

another happy family occasion

at the Brit Milah of his latest

grandson Hillel Tzur, son of

Gabi and Yonathan Rosner.
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Concerts
Our concert series comprised a varied
programme including the famous
Israeli pianist Inon Barnatan in a

programme called “Wide Awake Schubert”, the violinist Jack
Liebeck playing  “Hebrew Melodies”, Rafael Walfisch (cellist)
and John Yorke (pianist) in a performance entitled “From
Beethoven’s Mouth to Bloch’s Ears” and Mark Bebbington who
performed his famous show, “You don’t have to be Jewish”. The
highlight of the concert series was most definitely The Three
Cantors concert in memory of Billy Sharron (see p. 21).

Tours
Due to the success of previous tours, we arranged a number of
additional outings this year attracting both members and non-
members (see page 14).

Maureen Kendler led a tour called “The Tale of One City”, which
looked at how Jews came to London and integrated into English
society and finished off with lunch at the Bevis Marks restaurant
run by our very own member, Kenny Arfin; Rabbi Dr. Raphael
Zarum removed us from the modern day with a pre–Chanukah
tour of the British Museum where we looked at what life was
like during the Chanukah period with artefacts dating back to
139 BCE and Stephen Burstin led a tour called “The Jewish West
End” where we visited sites where Jews lived, worked and the
Synagogues in which they worshipped, as well as learning about
the less savoury Jewish characters in places like Soho.
These tours were all sold out.

Learning
Learning should be the aim of all Synagogues and Jewish
communities and we have renewed our effort to be very active

in this area during the last year. Rabbi Dr. Raphael Zarum
expounded on “How to get the most out of Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur”, and Maureen Kendler returned to speak about
“The Killing fields”- a look at the places where murders and
atrocities took place in the bible and beyond and why they seem
to occur in ‘fields’ in particular.

Our most successful talk was held, together with the Henry
Jackson Society, in front of a capacity crowd, on “Europe and
Anti-Semitism” with a panel including Alan Mendoza, Douglas
Murray, Majid  Nawaz, Brendan O’Neill and Simone Rodan.
Our YouTube video of this event had over 30,000 hits (see p.25
for an account of the evening).

We have also started a beginner’s Hebrew reading group with
Nitza Spiro from the Spiro Ark. A small group of enthralled
students come together to learn every week for two hours – not
just how to read letters and words but about the prayers that we
say each week in the Shabbat service (see p. 27). 

Here are a few of the highlights over the last year:

What a great year for Central! A vibrant
community with so many interesting events.  

GRAND CENTRAL – the hub of      
By Steven Leas



This will continue into the Autumn/Winter session. At the time of
writing this article, we are about to launch our summer Hebrew
Ulpan to take place for two weeks in August.  

We had the privilege of hosting Rabbi Dr. Raphael Zarum as our
Scholar in Residence for a Shabbat. He spoke on various topics
including, “The 4 biggest threats to Jews in the 21st century”,
and “Are we meant to take the Torah literally, figuratively or
both” as well as leading us on a tour of the British Museum on
the Shabbat afternoon talking about “Noah and Mesopotamia”. 

Ze’ev’s Place 
After a great start to our monthly film club at Ze’ev Galibov’s
home (and our thanks must go to Ze’ev for ably hosting the
films), due to increased attendance, the films are now being
screened in our Synagogue hall with our own huge projector
screen and sound system. Our most successful films to date have
been “The Orchestra of Exiles” and “Stealing Klimt”, both of
which had over 70 attendees.

The “Orchestra of Exiles” told about the formation of the Israeli
Symphony Orchestra. Mira Ross, the daughter of one of the
founders, as well as Rivka Golani, the famous Israeli Symphony
violinist and educator, spoke to our audience about their
personal ties to the orchestra.

The other film, “Stealing Klimt”, was the documentary on which
the film “Woman in Gold” was based and the producer of the
film, Tim Schwarz, led us in a Q & A session.

Children
Our kids programmes and events have grown exponentially over
the last year (see pages 16 and 17). Highlights include specially
themed Shabbatot and pre-festival events for kids of all ages.
Our highlight was definitely the Bingo afternoon, attended by
over 80 kids and parents.

CONNECT
Connect has to be one of our most exciting new initiatives.
It’s a joint initiative that we started together with other West End
Synagogues in order to bring Jewish Learning back into the West
End (see page 18).

Other
Japanese fan making was a real eye opener. We were privileged
to have Kanji Ishizumi and his wife Naomi, who attend our
Shabbat services regularly, speak to us on the art of fan making.
Kanji has one of the largest fan making companies in Japan and
his company was established in 1881. One of his company’s giant
fans is on display at the British Museum. As well as his interesting
talk, we were treated to a film on the making of fans in Japan.
There were also fan games and of course sushi. I am now a great
“fan” of his.

Speaking of sushi, we had a Sushi and Carlebach Shabbat
Service, where music, food and alcohol permeated the
Synagogue foyer.

Pilates classes have continued this year with our ever brilliant
teacher Rebecca Burton and our gang of enthusiastic exercisers
(see p.27).

Once again we held a well attended and enjoyable Pesach
communal Seder. We sang, learnt and most importantly ate.
Kenny Arfin of Bevis Marks Restaurant fame, provided the
sumptuous food (even the Matzah tasted good!).

Of course, our annual Lag b’Omer barbecue was a great success
as always, with decent weather and fantastic food all beautifully
cooked on our new barbecues.

Please do “study” our list of highlights of the next 6 months on
page 35 and remember if you would like to get involved in any
of these events, either to attend or to help, we would love to see
you. A full diary of our upcoming events can be found in our
Grand Central brochure and on our website.
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   Jewish culture in the West End
  



ot only are the guides impressively knowledgeable but
their enthusiasm is infectious and the wealth of
extraordinary facts related to the group has let us dine
out on “Did you knows…?” for months.

A trawl through prehistory at the Science Museum echoed the Torah.

We have traced the history of mankind with special reference to
Genesis at the Natural History Museum and examined how the
Egyptian artifacts at the British Museum chime with the Haggadah.

Examining statues of Pharaoh demonstrated the “strong hand and
outstretched arm” then in daily currency to show ordinary people
the might of their ruler.

Moving to more recent history we followed in the footsteps of the
immigrant Jews who disembarked at the Port of London and
stayed in London replicating the lives they had led in the shtiebels
of Eastern Europe.

To counterbalance this we joined a subsequent tour of the lives of
the Jews of the West End and discovered how many of them were
so poverty-stricken that they envied the lives of their East-End
counterparts.

It was fascinating to
find out how, at the
turn of the 19th
Century, nearly all
the Jews of London
were involved in the
fashion industry and
that the quest for a
living wage was
driven by a Christian man who taught himself Yiddish to better
communicate with the people he wanted to unionise.

On both the East End and West End walks it was heartwarming
to hear how many of these marginalized people fought not only
to provide food and shelter for their own families but also for  their
fellow Jews.

Although considerable aid was given by many of the wealthy
Jewish families, much was achieved by dint of community effort.
Faded legends on unlikely buildings reveal a previous use.

At the back of Tottenham Court Road the stonework still declares
that it houses a Jewish school and the edge of Piccadilly Circus
retains (in an altered incantation) the once grand Jewish
Restaurant.

Charlotte Street marks the site of the Yiddish Theatre. By contrast,
the Soho Theatre bears a plaque stating that it was once the home
of the West End Great Synagogue – itself composed of groups
moved from the East End.

The City of London has a plaque revealing the first Synagogue in
the City; well-visited by the celebrities of the day as well as the
Jewish congregants.

Even the Tower of London held imprisoned Jews falsely accused
and compelled to suffer for their “otherness”. 

Laraine and Harvey Lawrence

From exploring the less-visited
galleries, negotiating tiny
passageways in Soho and
cruising down the River
Thames, the Central Walks
have certainly offered a
wide variety of venues
and themes.

N

TOURSTOURS

14 C e n t r a l Maga z i n e
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Born into a working class family, Sam was an award
winning student both at St. Paul’s School and subsequently
at Trinity College Dublin. Having chosen the world of
medicine, he became an outstanding physician, admired
and respected by his numerous patients and many
professional colleagues. Sam was always interested in
education and for many years he lectured and spoke on
specific medical subjects both in this country and abroad.
He was totally dedicated to his work and not surprisingly,
was in practice to the end.

Sam loved our Shul and was deeply involved as Warden,
Chairman and more recently as Life President.

He was rightly known as “Mr
Central”.  

I thoroughly enjoyed the
experience of “being the box”
with Sam and acting as a
Co-Trustee of a Shul Charity
with him. I will never forget the
numerous occasions when we
met for our discussions, always
at Sam’s surgery, – both of us
with a glass of J&B scotch in
hand. Whatever the subject, we were always “on the same
wavelength” and certainly we never had a cross word with
each other. He had more humorous tales to tell than
anyone else I knew.

I know his very best pleasure was spending time with his
family – he certainly enjoyed being a husband, a father
and grandfather and “kvelled nachas” from all their
achievements.

Apart from his dedication to our Shul, Sam was also very
active in a number of Jewish and Israeli charities together
with his loving wife, Lois. He was well known for his warm
personality and wisdom in both our own and the wider
community – and rightly so.

It was not surprising that, following in his footsteps, Sam’s
children, Nicola and Daniel and his son-in-law Gary play
important roles in our Synagogue.  

In addition to his extensive
professional and communal
roles, Sam somehow found time
for his profound interests in
music, cars and of course sport,
being a keen follower of rugby
and cricket, as well as enjoying
his lifetime support of a North
London football club I cannot
bring myself to name!

All in all, Sam was a “one-off” whose memory should be a
blessing to the very many of us who had the pleasure of
knowing the great man.

Eric Charles

Dr. Sam Peltz z’l 

He was rightly
known as

“Mr Central”

F or many years, I had the privilege of being a Co-Honorary Officer, patient and
more importantly a friend of dear Sam and I do miss him so.



C e n t r a l Maga z i n e16

It’s all about the Kids 

ver the past 12 months, Central has enjoyed increased events across the board and our
children have been at the forefront of this activity! 

Most notably, we have celebrated Chanukah with a ‘Frozen’ themed party, Purim with

Disney and Pesach with a family ‘Bake Off’ and have had rising numbers of

youngsters attending our events and children’s services from the

community and beyond. At the time of going to print, we are busy

organising our big ‘Back to School Carnival’ to be held at Central on

Sunday 6 September.

We look forward to welcoming you to one of our new events soon.

Specific mention should be made of our exciting and innovative

Connect Pre Bar/Bat Mitzvah course starting this year for children in

years 7 & 8. This will provide a really

good, practical grounding in all

aspects of what it means to be a Jew.

Examples of monthly topics include

Israel advocacy and history, the do’s

and don’ts of Shabbat, Challah

baking with a trip to a kosher bakery

and tzedakah with food packing for

the homeless.  For more information

about these monthly sessions, please

see our Grand Central events

brochure or visit the website.

O
By Raquel Amit

This is
me!
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Shabbat Morning Play and Learn

very week, my daughter Amy, can’t wait to get to Shul. Her
greatest highlight is going to the children’s service, run very
professionally by Raquel and Yoav. They create a lovely,

relaxing and welcoming atmosphere that is enjoyed by all kids, and
especially for Amy’s age group, the 0-5s.

E
For the new special monthly children’s services and Jewish

festivals, they create fun ideas to keep all the toddlers

interested for the whole hour which can often be a very hard

job in itself!  The other age groups are also taken care of with

prayer, activities, discussions and games. Previous themes

have included Dinosaurs (!), Shavuot pancake and milkshake

breakfast, and Israel’s Independence Day, among others.

There are many toys to play with, songs to be sung and new

friendships to be made and every week they make a delicious

kiddush with food and grape juice which is not only enjoyed

by the children but by the parents and grandparents too (and

as a nutritionist with my own West Hampstead practice

www.holistichealthlab.co.uk, I’m happy to condone a special

treat once a week!). 

It is also a great chance to meet other young couples to talk

through baby/toddler issues, comparing sleeplessness,

teething, potty training, difficult eaters etc.! 

It is great that more and more people are bringing their little

ones on a Shabbat, giving their kids a grounding in Jewish

education.

Calling on all

parents of

small toddlers,

come along and

see for yourself how

fun is enjoyed not just

by the children but by all! 

Dates for Autumn/Winter term Special Children’s Services:

Shabbat 24 October

Shabbat 21 November

Shabbat 5 December

Shabbat 23 January

Groups:

Central Tots: 0-5 years

Central Kids: 5-10 years

Central Youth: 10+ years

(Of course, regular children’s services run every single week!)

By Hayley Netser
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Imagine the scene - three of London’s biggest West End

Synagogues joining together in this novel and exciting

Jewish Learning initiative to learn, eat, drink and network. 

The iconic BDO Stoy building on Baker Street, W1 was

the setting for this new venture. To say that this first

evening ‘went off with a bang’ would be understating the

amount of interest we created. 

The famous and notorious John Galliano and Ronit Zilkha

joined us for our first “Fashion” themed event on a topic

that became “Fashion and Forgiveness”. People from

both sides of the divide packed into this sold out venue.

If only we had the same problem in Shul!

As with any new venture we had a few teething problems

but by our second event these had been ironed out.

Our compere for the second evening was the very able

Henry Grunwald QC OBE who hosted a very interesting

discussion on terrorism in the UK and Europe. Between

him, terror expert Professor Peter Neumann, freelance

journalist Paul Martin and Mark Gardner of the CST we

had an exceptional evening.

A spell-bound audience at the
keynote address.

Connect: Fashion. Rabbi Barry Marcus, Steven Leas with
guest speakers Ronit Zilkha and John Galliano.

Connect: Terrorism panel and hosts (L-R: Mark Gardner, Professor Peter Neumann,
Steven Leas, Paul Martin, Henry Grunwald QC OBE, Rabbi Sam Taylor).

By Steven Leas
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The most important part of these evenings

however, is not really the panel discussions and

keynote speakers but rather the learning that

takes place beforehand. We were very

blessed to have some fine educators come

and give lectures on topics related to our

themed evenings. Maureen Kendler from the

London School of Jewish Studies was a

particular highlight with her topic “Clothes

maketh the Man”.

We now look forward to our next 2 events.

The first, 20th October, is on the topic of

“Russia and the West” and we have Sir Malcolm

Rifkind and other panelists participating. Rabbi

Marcus as well as Rabbi Aubrey Hersch from the

Jewish Learning Exchange will be talking on

“Jews in Russia” and “The Jews and their part

in the 1917 Revolution” respectively.

Our last topic for this year, on 30th November,

is on “Self Made People” and includes

amongst others, Richard Desmond, British

Publisher and business man and Harvey

Goldsmith, Music impresario, in what promises

to be a great evening. 

As with any Jewish affair we have amazing

catered food and drinks lest you should come

along hungry!



his past year has seen a good team
effort between Central Synagogue (CS)
and University Jewish Chaplaincy (UJC).

For a number of years, since the closure of the
Hillel Student Centre on Euston Road, CS has
graciously hosted Friday night dinners for Jewish
students living in the area. This year we have
consolidated this partnership and I now have an
office on CS’s premises. Whilst this space is
primarily for personal use and private consultations with
students, Chaplaincy has opened the room up as a student
lounge. This has facilitated a space where the Jewish
students attending surrounding Universities (UCL, LSE, KCL,
Westminster, Arts, SOAS etc.) can chill, study and meet other
students. In order to ‘entice’ the students to use the lounge, I
have provided delicious lunch time cuisine - sushi, shwarma,
meat wraps, pizza and bagels. The room was available during
the exam period for study and relaxing with a good supply of
biscuits, chocolates and coffee available. At the end of term,
together with UJS, I hosted an end of year BBQ and a
memorial to the three Israeli teenagers who were kidnapped
and murdered last June.  

At times 2014-15 was trying for Jewish students!
As Chaplain I participated in vigils for the victims
of the terrorist attacks in Paris, Holocaust
Memorial Day events at Kings College London
and University College London and attended
March of the Living in Poland. There is a fun side
too, it is wonderful and significant to be able to
celebrate Purim and Chanukah on campus and to
serve hotdogs on a pub crawl through Camden. I

am available on a continuous basis to meet with students and
support them on campus. 

Moving forward – it is planned to have well organised
WEEKLY Friday night dinners (FND) in Central London in the
coming year and Central Synagogue will be a key venue for
these dinners.  My hope is that this will help to create a more
cohesive and buzzing student community for the somewhat
disparate student groups in central London. There are an
estimated 2,500 Jewish students studying in London and we
hope that many of them will attend these FND’s. The
‘lounge’ will be open to relax and socialise after dinner (with
the help of a little l’chaim). Chaplaincy is non-judgemental
and provides for students from across the religious spectrum. 

It is my wish that Central Synagogue become a focal point
for Jewish students, thereby benefiting both students and
community. 

Wishing Rabbi Marcus, Chazan Leas, the Shul management
and the community who have been so supportive, a Shana
Tova Umtukah, a sweet, happy and healthy year. 

T
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The Great Partnership –
Central Synagogue & University Jewish Chaplaincy
By Rabbi Gavin Broder (Rav Gav) – London Region University Chaplain
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he Three Cantors, Steven Leas, Avromi Freilich and
Robert Brody, thrilled the audience with a mix of
Jewish, Israeli and Yiddish songs alongside the Lumos

Quartet, part of the LSO young musicians.

The Chazanim sang a repertoire that included a medley of
Adon Olam - much to the enjoyment of the audience. The
Lumos Quartet played a range of music, from Gershwin’s
Summer Time to a movement of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons.     

The evening ended with Chazan Leas, of Central, who
arranged the performance, singing Avinu Shebashamayim with
his son.

Tributes were paid to Billy throughout the evening, including
an eloquent address by his son, Michael, Chaplaincy

Chairman Uri Goldberg, Chazanim Leas and Freilich, and
a reading on behalf of Central Synagogue’s Rabbi Barry
Marcus, who could not be present.

Billy’s wife Barbara, son Michael and two daughters,
Caroline and Valerie, grandchildren, and his brother Monty -
were all in attendance, along with many other family
members and friends. 

Barbara described the evening as “A splendid and
memorable tribute to Billy z'l. On behalf of the Sharron
family, thank you to everyone involved in making this
concert such a wonderful evening. Billy was very proud to
have been involved with Chaplaincy and recognised the
valuable work they undertake and the role of the community
in meeting their needs.”

In June, Central Synagogue opened its doors to 250
people for a concert presented in conjunction with
University Jewish Chaplaincy in memory of Billy Sharron
z’l, who was  a cherished member at Central and regular
attendee of the morning minyan, and also a greatly
respected Director of Chaplaincy.

T

The Three Cantors Concert
In Memory of

Billy Sharron z’l
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From Central with Love –
Purim 2015
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The 10 Commandments
1.    Turn your phone off before entering the Synagogue

2.    Turn off all other electronic devices 

3.    Don’t take your phone out in order to covet your neighbour’s phone 

4.    Don’t take your phone out to show

a photo of your newest grandchild

5.    Don’t put your phone or other

electronic device on silent

6.    Don’t get your kindle out and start

reading from it

7.    Honour your Rabbi and all your

fellow congregants

8.  Please have respect for others.

A synagogue service is not the place

for cell phones. Nor is its use on the

premises for the taking of photos on

a Shabbat or a Yom Tov.

9.    Listen to the Rabbi’s sermon 

10.  Enjoy and take part in the service
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Director of the Henry Jackson Society, Dr
Alan Mendoza, was joined by Brendon
O’Neill (Editor of Spiked), Simone Rodan
(Paris Director of the American Jewish
Committee), Maajid Nawaz (Founder of the
Quilliam Foundation & former Liberal
Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for
Hampstead & Kilburn) and Douglas Murray
(Associate Director, The Henry Jackson
Society & Contributing Editor, The Spectator).

The past year in particular has been a
difficult one across the continent. From
violent murders in Paris and Copenhagen, to
‘no Jews’ signs hung from restaurants in
Belgium, the mood across Europe has
become increasingly sombre. On all accounts
– Government figures and community
statistics – it has been confirmed that Anti-
Semitic incidents are on the rise. As Simone
Rodan explained, whilst Jews make up
roughly 1% of the French population, 50%
of violent hate crimes that were committed
there over the past year have been against
the Jewish population. One need only check
the CST figures to see how the same
problem has translated in the UK, where
2014 saw the number of Anti-Semitic hate
crimes go into the thousands for the first
time in recorded history. 

The panel addressed a whole host of issues,
and delved in to what Douglas Murray
accurately described as “deep waters”.
Murray concluded that one of the key
problems on this issue is the unwillingness to
identify the crux of the problem and who is
responsible for the increase in Anti-Semitism.
Murray further emphasized the fact that the
Jewish community must stand
up more forcefully against the
problem. He believes that
there is a problem of
communal leadership; ‘obese
organisations’ in which leaders
try to stamp down grassroots
initiatives that emerge
because they think that they
have the problem in hand. He
commended organisations like
Jewish Human Rights Watch
who actively stood up to the

Anti-Semitic vitriol of ‘War on Want’.
Murray concluded that the bar on acceptable
behaviour is too low and the Jewish
community collectively must be less accepting
of certain norms. This was a sentiment
echoed by Brendon O’Neill who pointed out
that this is something that needs to be
addressed within “influential circles” where
anti-Semitism isn’t considered “that bad”. 

Majiid Nawaz spoke passionately about the
need to address these issues from within the
Muslim communities across Europe. He
acknowledged that more needs to be done
to “spread the risk” so that those expressing
themselves and currently being left to stand
alone, aren’t putting themselves in danger
by speaking out. 

Nawaz addressed the issues of freedom of
speech and the controversial Mohamed
cartoons. He pointed out the ridiculous
situation we find ourselves in; when there is
outrage about a cartoon the same week that
thousands of girls in Nigeria are enslaved
and raped alongside an attempted genocide
against the Yazidi people. As he put it “G-d
is surely greater than to take offence at a
cartoon”. 

Simone Rodan provided a view from the
other side of the channel, although she
acknowledged that the landscape of France
has always been different to that in the UK.
The key, she concluded, is that we need to
be able to overtly name the problem of
Islamist Anti-Semitism because if people are
unable to name the problem; they will be
unable to solve it. Rodan made clear

however, that statements from Netanyahu
about Jews leaving France for Israel were
unhelpful as they only contribute and
reinforce the climate of fear. 

An interesting conclusion was drawn by
Douglas Murray who said explicitly “I don’t
have an Israel”. He clarified by explaining
that he doesn’t have somewhere else to go if
things get tough; “this is it”. This is
something that he believes is important to
emphasise to the rest of society in the UK.
If people care about a democratic, decent,
pluralistic society then we must all
collectively stand up against those forces
that wish to destroy those aims as in
essence, it is not just the Jews that they are
targeting, but all of us.

O’Neill outlined the problem with anti-
Zionism becoming a cover for some people
to air their Anti-Semitic views. All the age-
old Anti-Semitic accusations that were
thrown at the Jews have now come back
round with Israel as the substituted word.
This, he argued, is why vehement anti-Israel
protestors need to be challenged when this
is their rhetoric. 

The entire panel was unequivocal about one
thing: these are not issues only for the
Jewish community to address. Society as a
whole must wake up and realise what is
happening in front of us before it is too late.
We would like to extend our thanks to
Central Synagogue for hosting such an
important event and to all those who
contributed to the engaging and thought-
provoking conversation on one of the most

crucial global issues of today.
The discussion only reinforces
the need for the work that we
at the Henry Jackson Society
continue to undertake and we
hope to be able to collaborate
with Central Synagogue again
in the near future. 

Hannah Manson is
Development Manager at the
Henry Jackson Society

here may have only been space for 300 people in the Wolfson Hall, but that hasn’t stopped a further 33,533 other people to date

watching Central Synagogue's expert panel discussion on Anti-Semitism via Youtube. The sold out event in February, facilitated by

the Henry Jackson Society, confronted head-on the question of whether Europe was seeing a resurgence of the 'oldest Hatred'.T

Europe and Anti-Semitism: 
“Are we at a civilisational crisis point?”
19th February 2015
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PERSONAL REFLECTIONS (1992)

It was not only freedom that I
experienced that first day in London,
it was kindness too, as the taxi had
delivered me to the wrong address.
I spoke no English and with the address
scribbled on a piece of paper, entered a
shop to ask directions.

The shopkeeper closed his business and
took me on a long bus journey to the
correct address. This gentleman was not
Jewish, and I will never forget his
kindness. Little wonder that I have such
a deep and lasting affection for this great
country.

When I was appointed Cantor at the
Central, the Synagogue was a mere
temporary building on one level – the
original having been destroyed in a
bombing raid at the beginning of the war.

With joy in my heart, I watched as the
beautiful edifice which we have today,
was rebuilt on its original site, completed
and opened in 1956.

So it was like a renaissance. Never in my
darkest days in the heart of Siberia, would
I have believed that I would live to see
the rebuilding of a Synagogue. I had seen
so many burned, destroyed and
desecrated, together with the Holy Scrolls.

I have never questioned G-
d's part in the Holocaust.
We must never blame Him
for man's inhuman bestiality
to man, and my faith in Him
has never wavered.

People often ask "Where
does one find G-d?" He
abides with all who let Him
into their hearts. 

The prophet Isaiah says
(27:13) "And it will be on
that day that a great shofar
will be blown and they will

come; those who were lost in the land of
Assyria and those outcast in the land of
Egypt; and they will prostrate themselves
before Hashem in the holy mountain in
Jerusalem".

My experiences at the Central have been
manifold. So many things have inspired
me and a musician needs inspiration.

There was, for instance, a widow, who,
although blind, regularly attended our
services. She said to me, "Although I
cannot see, I still can see G-d
everywhere". Another instance which
inspired me was the action of a great
philanthropist who some 30 years ago,
insisted on accompanying a coughing
road sweeper to the chemist for linctus.
For some time afterwards, this road
sweeper spoke with tears in his eyes, of
the gentleman's kindness. I am moved by
people who do great things anonymously.
One gentleman in our Congregation
glowed with pride, when one of his
proteges, whom he had sponsored,
became a Professor, but the latter had
never known who had given him this
great chance in life.          

·
Next to my wife and children who are a
constant source of happiness and support
to me, my great love is music.

Jewish Sacred Music has
given me enormous
strength, as indeed to Jews
over many centuries.
Synagogue Music to the
Jew in every age, has been
one of his most constant
joys and reliefs. He uses
music to express his
pleasures and his sorrows,
his deepest emotions and
his prayers.

Composers throughout the
ages have been influenced
and inspired by Jewish

Liturgical Music. Captivated by the
beauty of its coloratura and improvisation
were famous composers such as Rimsky,
Korsakov and Mussorgsky. Liszt, the great
exponent of religious music, on hearing
Cantor Sulzer's Chazanut referred to it as
being "full of dreams and visions, and felt
compelled to participate in its meditations".
The Great Beethoven in his quartet in C
sharp Opus 131, used the deeply moving
melody of our "Kol Nidrei" prayer.

Needless to say, September and October
have always been to me months of
torment and anguish. It was during these
months that the Nazis invaded Poland,
and everything that happened to me and
around me, will remain in my veins
forever.

However, at the approach of the High
Holydays, we daily recite Psalm 27, and
this Psalm was our lifeline, our food and
our sustenance: "The Lord is my light and
my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord
is the stronghold of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid? When evil-doers drew
nigh against me to eat up my flesh, even
my adversaries and my foes, they
stumbled and fell" ...

As I reflect over the years, I recall the
significant contribution made to the Shul
by everyone with whom I have worked
for over four decades, and also of course
my dear colleague Rabbi Vivian
Silverman, who though he has only been
in our Synagogue for some four years,
has greatly endeared himself to us all.
Elaine  and  I  sincerely  wish  you  all  a
peaceful , happy  and  healthy  New Year.
May your lives be filled with tranquillity
and joy.

T
By CANTOR SIMON HASS LLCM

The following article from one of Central Synagogue’s past High Holyday
Guides was found in a member’s box and we thought it worthy of being
reprinted. We hope you agree. – Ed

he first time I knew freedom was early in 1950, when at the age of 22 I
arrived in this very special country. I had escaped from the tyranny of Nazi
Germany and the despotism of Stalin, during my seven years in Siberia.

“My experiences at

the Central have been

manifold. So many

things have inspired me

and a musician needs

inspiration.”
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Alef, Bet, Gimmel?
ike so many of you reading this, I went to Hebrew Classes three times a week
from the age of 7.

Some 60 years later, the Hebrew I read in shul was mainly memorised from those
lessons and my understanding of the prayers had somewhat diminished. When I heard
of Central’s Hebrew Classes, I decided it was a great opportunity to re-connect with the
language of prayer.

What I did not expect was the immense pleasure those Monday afternoon classes
brought to me and my fellow pupils due to our inspirational teacher Nitza Spiro.

The two hours we spent with her was something we all looked forward to and we all
became very supportive of each other.

We did not just learn to improve our reading skills but Nitza gave us an understanding
of what and why we said various prayers.

I have said the Amidah countless times in Shul but for the first time I know what and
why I am saying this prayer and it makes all the difference in attending services.

Nitza brings to the lessons some historical context and tales from past and present and
the 2 hours just fly by.

If you have ever thought of brushing up your Hebrew or even starting from scratch
then do give it go.

There are new classes starting in the Autumn so come along and join us.

Diana Goldsmith

L

Breathe in, breathe out and tighten
those tummy muscles!
Hi! My name is Jessica. 

have always suffered with lower back pain, which, as you
know, hits you out the blue. So, when Pilates was
introduced at the Synagogue, I was excited, especially as

Raquel caringly wanted to find a time and day that suited all
of us. So every Wednesday at 2pm since February 2015 I have
been going along to the Shul with a few other lovely ladies to
enjoy our classes.  

I found the teacher, Rebecca, to be a very sensitive, hands on
teacher. She was taught by Alan Herdman who first introduced
Pilates in the UK 30 years ago. Rebecca understands how the
body responds at all age groups which is very important and
we do laugh a lot during the session as well. Although the
movements are slow, I was very surprised to find that even
after 2 or 3 sessions I was feeling the difference, and was also
very energised.  In this way, Pilates is very relaxing and easy
on the body.  Rebecca takes on board any injuries and
complaints you may have and you only have to do what your
body is comfortable with.  

I am looking forward to Pilates starting again in September
after our Summer break. I miss the chill out time that’s also
helping me keep flexible which is so important at any age as it
helps you keep young. It’s a lovely and healthy way to exercise
and all you need is a t-shirt and leggings...perfect!! And as
Rebecca says, after a few
sessions your mind starts
to surprisingly remember
the moves. She is very
encouraging and has
lovely positive energy -
I’m so glad to have this
great exercise and
Rebecca as an instructor
in my life.  

I look forward to you
joining our group to get
fit for Chanukah!    

Jessica Conway

I

Rebecca Burton
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QUIZ SUPPER
ur quiz supper this year was a very enjoyable evening and, with 120 people taking part, was an
unprecedented success. Everyone enjoyed delicious food and an intellectual challenge set by our
wonderful quiz team led by Barbara and Brian Nathan.

Congratulations to Margaret Grant and her table who were this year's winners. Next year it could be you, and to get your

"little grey cells" activated, try answering the following without the use of the Internet.

n What letter is represented by a single dot in Morse Code?

n Clarence Pier is an amusement pier in which English coastal city?

n Who painted the "Potato Eaters"?

n The medical term "cutis anserina" is better known as what common

condition?

n Which country has a flag that is not rectangular?

n Who have their headquarters at One Brewer's Green,

London?

n In 1811, nearly a quarter of all women in Britain were

called what name?

n What was founded in 1994 by Jerry Yang and David

Filo at Stanford University?

This event has become a winter fixture in the Shul calendar

so please make a diary note that next year's quiz supper will

take place on Sunday, 31st January.

O

Answers can be found on page 34



CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE LADIES
By Sara Cohen, Chairman
While Rabbi Marcus and Chazan Leas continue to feed the soul of the congregation,
Central’s Ladies’ Guild continues to feed its stomachs (quote attributed to Ian Grant).

The Ladies’ Guild not only provides a weekly Shabbat kiddush
but also one for every Yom Tov, with the exception of Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Weather permitting, our wonderful
succah is the setting for the increasingly popular first night
Succot dinner and kiddushim during the festival (we have all
learned to do the “Succot Hokey-Cokey” with the food) and
our Pesach kiddushim are widely talked about as we are
possibly the only Shul to do this. Apart from that, we have had
the pleasure of making many celebratory kiddushim during the
year, most notably those to mark Rabbi Marcus’s 20th
Anniversary at the Shul together with the award of his MBE,
and Eric Charles’s 2nd Bar Mitzvah, and we look forward to
many more in the coming year.

Our annual quiz supper at the end of January was an
unprecedented success with more people than ever before
taking part, and the 120 attendees enjoyed a delicious supper,
a great atmosphere and an intellectual challenge. I must thank
everyone who so generously donated raffle prizes and bought
tickets as it helped raise £1,500 which has been put towards
replacing our ancient and mismatched milk crockery as well as
supporting various charities.

This year it was Central’s turn to host the evening Purim
celebrations with Western Marble Arch and the James Bond
themed evening in the hall, which was decorated as “Casino
Royale” by Grazyna Solland, was a great success and much
fun. The Ladies’ Guild, of course, provided a sumptuous buffet
which, judging by the lack of leftovers, was enjoyed by
everyone. 

We continue to look for ways in which to help our members
and support our Welfare Officer, Roger Cohen.  In this respect
I must thank Carole Murray for taking on the task of making
regular phone calls to elderly, and possibly isolated, members
of the Shul, seeing if there is anything they need and generally
keeping them in touch with what is happening.  This is a work
in progress and one we aim to expand over the coming year.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the
invaluable help and support of many people, so a big thank
you to Roz Laren our Vice-Chairman, Daphne Schogger our
Treasurer, Raquel Amit our Secretary and the ladies who
continue to arrive in the kitchen on Shabbat and Yom Tov –
specifically Nicola Burns, Margaret Grant, Coral Jowell,
Adrienne Phillips, Terry Samek and Clarice Shamash.

I must also thank Mary and her team who so effortlessly make
sure that the tables and hall never look anything less than
perfect, whether it be a normal Shabbat Kiddush, a large
celebratory one or any other event. 

Last, but certainly not least, a huge thank you to Douglas,
Louise and Sylvia who keep everything ship-shape and for
whom no request is ever impossible or too much trouble.

The Ladies’ Guild AGM took place on Wednesday, 27th May
and I am happy to say that last year’s Executive has been re-
elected.  I’m sure we will all continue to contribute
enthusiastically to the needs of the Shul and its members.
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BRIDGE TIPS by Harold Schogger

The hardest part of bridge is defence, and if you cannot communicate with
your partner, you will not be able to break contracts that seem to be
impenetrable.
In a Guide to Card Play, Ron
Klinger of Australia and one of the
world's most prolific bridge authors
devotes a chapter to Suit
Preference and secondary signals
and his examples are most
stimulating. (NB If you were to buy
and read this book your bridge
would improve 1000% overnight).

On our featured deal Klinger observes that on any lead  but a Heart declarer
will easily make 11 tricks after drawing trumps and conceding two Aces.
However with a Heart lead (your singleton)  the defence has chances.
You lead your singleton hoping for a ruff. However to get the contract off
you will need to get a second ruff.
Partner wins the first trick with the Ace and deduces that you have a
singleton when declarer follows suit with the 5 at trick 1. Maybe declarer
should muddy the waters and drop the Jack. You must now have a
"meaningful relationship" with your partner and tell your partner how he
can get a second ruff. 
With the "suit preference signal" you ignore the suit being played and you
ignore the trump suit. This of course leaves just two suits. If you play a
very low card when playing back the suit (ie a 2 or 3) then you are asking
partner to play back the lower of the two suits and if you play back a high
card (ie an 8 or 9) then you want the higher suit.
Here partner's entry is in Diamonds so after winning the first trick with the
Ace, East plays back the ♥8
to ask for a Diamond switch
(that's where his entry is) and
you dutifully ruff and play back
a Diamond and partner wins
and gives you another ruff.
You have taken the first four
tricks and defeated the
contract by one instead of
allowing 11 tricks through.

Harold Schogger
0208 905 3877

www.haroldschogger.com

♠ A 8 6 5 2
♥ 10 7 6
♦ K 8
♣ K 7 5

♠ 9 7  ♠   J
♥ 9 ♥   A 8 4 3 2
♦ J 7 6 4 2 ♦   A 9 5 3 
♣ Q J 4 3 2 ♣   10 9 6

♠ K Q 10 4 3 
♥ K Q J 5
♦ Q 10 
♣ A 8 

W N       E      S
1♠

NO 3♠ NO 4♠
NO NO NO

W

N

E

S

Dealer South
North South Vul

Do you have a meaningful relationship with your bridge partner?



WORKING TOGETHER
to Build our Future

s we approach Rosh Hashanah it is a good time to
take stock of what has been happening in the US.
Our wonderful Chief Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis, has

now been in this role for two years and he continues to
inspire and support our communities and as an ambassador
to the wider world. It is a great privilege to work with him
and also with the highly respected Dayanim of the London
Beth Din. Our new Chief Executive, Dr Steven Wilson, has
been with us almost a year. He is already making a massive
contribution to the professional team and together with
many other staff and lay leaders, he is driving the
implementation of the actions in our Strategic Review. Our
Trustee Board has completed their first year and I am in my
fifth year of six as your President. The months and years fly
by and we are impatient to implement the recommendations
aimed at ‘building vibrant, engaged communities at the
forefront of UK Jewry.’ Once again I would like to thank
everyone who played a part in the Strategic Review, led by
the indefatigable Marc Meyer. 

We have also benefited from several new Rabbinic
appointments both at Senior and Assistant levels. Our
Rabbonim are the key agents of change for our Shuls and
we see many examples of communities being transformed
under their leadership. We already have
some great examples of strengthening
of our local shul communities. Thanks to
two forward-looking mergers this year
we have welcomed Redbridge US
(previously Clayhall and Newbury Park)
and Woodford Forest US (previously
Wanstead & Woodford and Waltham
Forest Hebrew Congregation) into our
family of communities. They are now
going from strength to strength helping
their members to lead fuller Jewish lives.
Meanwhile, major milestones have been
marked this year with Golders Green celebrating its
centenary and with Borehamwood & Elstree and Alei Tzion
their 60 year and 10 year anniversaries respectively. These
amazing communities are jewels in the crown of our
organisation and I wish them a hearty Mazel Tov and
continued success for the future. Membership of all these
communities and many others is increasing and we welcome
our new families warmly. 

The passion and enthusiasm in US shuls is so important in
building the vitality of the wider Jewish community. When
only a couple of months ago, a group of neo-Nazis tried to
organise an antisemitic rally in Golders Green, the Jewish
communal response was united and robust. I believe that the

vibrancy of our local communities played a crucial part in
this. We continue to be challenged by a small number of
extremists who are intent on disrupting our lives. Together
with our partners in the CST and the police, we are
responding to these challenges as vigorously as we can,
whilst recognising that the vast majority of British society are
peace-loving people who are equally concerned about these
extremists. 

Every day throughout the United Synagogue our staff, lay
leaders and countless volunteers work together to produce
outstanding activities that touch the whole of UK Jewry.
One fine example of this is ShabbatUK, which we are all
gearing up for on 23rd and 24th October 2015. Last year it
was wonderful to see thousands of people embrace Shabbat
UK with their friends and families. This year ShabbatUK is
set to be even bigger with the opening event, the Great
Challah Bake on 22nd October, set to break all records. 

Finally, as always, we look to our future; our youth. Through
the work of Tribe and Young US we are investing in inspiring
and engaging the next generations of our community. The
Tribe activities are more popular than ever and are including
more of our youth. They are supported by US Futures whose

fundraising efforts this year included the
wonderful ‘Run Rabbi Run’ team at the
Maccabi Community Fun Run. 

Cheryl and I wish you and your family a
Shana Tova Umetuka – a happy, healthy
and sweet new year.

Stephen Pack
President

A
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“Once again I would
like to thank everyone
who played a part in
the Strategic Review,

led by the indefatigable 
Marc Meyer.”
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

his is my first Rosh Hashanah as President of the
Board following my election in May and I have
much to do in order to continue the fine work we
have been doing over the past 12 months.

It is a year which we can look back to with some pride in
our accomplishments. We have worked closely with the
Government to ensure that our community is protected
against the evil of antisemitism. The good relations we have
fostered led to Home Secretary Theresa May and
Communities and Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles
attending our monthly Board meeting to reassure our
community in the wake of the terrorist attacks against Jews
in Paris in January.

This trustful relationship proved its worth in July when a
small antisemitic group on the far right threatened to rally in
Golders Green. We felt that the whole community should
demonstrate its united resolve against bigotry and the Board,
in partnership with the London Jewish Forum and anti-fascist
organisation HOPE not Hate, together with the support of the
Community Security Trust, formed Golders Green Together to
turn a hateful occasion into a positive outcome for our
community. The result was that all races and faiths in Golders
Green came together to celebrate both their unity and
diversity while behind-the-scenes work with the Government
and police led to the rally being moved to central London –
well away from the Jewish community that the racists were
hoping to intimidate. The long-term work of the Board in
building alliances and deepening mutual respect and
understanding often goes unsung, but this episode
demonstrates the benefits that it brings to our community.

We also acted against attempts to boycott Israel and
antisemitism masquerading as anti-Zionism and have won
some important battles – including against Rev Stephen Sizer,
who has now been effectively disciplined by the Church of
England after one rant too many. We also took prompt action
against an anti-Israel conference at Southampton University
and the conference was cancelled following representations
led by the Board. We have been very active against those
calling for boycotts, divestment & sanctions.

Our document, ‘A Better Way than Boycotts’ highlighted a
more constructive path to peace in the Middle East and has
been very well received by major non-Jewish bodies in Britain
and abroad.

Of course, my election was not the only one in May. There
was also the small matter of a General Election. Ahead of this
the Board produced its Jewish Manifesto – the most
comprehensive ever produced which covered 14 areas of
interest including religious freedom, antisemitism, Israel,
education, social care and social Action – all produced after
consultation with more than 300 organisations and
individuals. The Jewish Manifesto and its 10 Commitments
which encapsulated the key aims of the document was sent 

out to every parliamentary candidate. We received videos of
support from all three main party leaders supporting the
Manifesto and its pledges.

In education, we have been working hard to maintain GCSE
Ivrit and Biblical Hebrew and we are promoting Judaism
through our Jewish Living Experience exhibitions and tours, in
which thousands of non-Jewish children learn about our faith
every year.

We have also been reaching out through Jewish Connection,
which is supporting small communities all over the UK
needing pastoral and social care, networking and advocacy
support from the mainstream of the community.

In 5776 we will be pushing ahead with our new, dynamic
team of Honorary Officers, dedicated Deputies and
professional staff. Jewish core beliefs and practices are not
currently threatened in the UK and that is the way we want
to keep things – we must retain our ability to continue to
practise brit milah and shechitah and there should be an
understanding of the importance of these traditions.
Our relationship with the Muslim communities of the UK
will be a priority. Jews have an important role to play in
showing to them and other faiths that it is not only possible
but admirable to combine British values with adherence to
religious tradition, and that these two things are not
mutually exclusive.

We will be working with the Government to safeguard the
security of our community and the continuation of that
productive relationship is a priority, particularly in light of the
shocking rise in antisemitism. The fact that the Government
has pledged millions of pounds to enable effective security
to be provided outside schools, synagogues and other
institutions is welcome but cannot hide the grotesque fact
that such vigilance is still required because hatred of our
community remains in some, albeit very limited, corners in
our society.

I hope that 5776 is a peaceful
one for members of our
community. We will continue
to represent your interests as
only a democratically elected
body can.

May this New Year bring you
and your families health and
strength, and may it be
peaceful for Am Yisrael.

Jonathan Arkush

T
September 2015 / Tishrei 5776



NEW YEAR’SGreetings

The Morning Minyan
We, the members of the Morning Minyan, send our very best wishes for a very happy, healthy and peaceful New Year to our esteemed
Rabbi Marcus, the Officiants, Honorary Officers and all the members of the Central Synagogue.

““

The Morning Minyan has often been commented on by visitors as being the most friendly and successful minyan that they have
attended. It is renowned for its magnificent breakfasts given by members to celebrate Rosh Chodesh, Yahrzeits, celebrations of happy
events and on other occasions just because members enjoy having breakfasts together! ‘Membership’ is free and you qualify simply by
turning up! Come along and enjoy a great experience.

Wishing everyone at the Central a Shanah Tovah U’Metukah! Raquel, Yoav, Maya and Leila Amit.

Wishing all our family, friends and fellow members a happy and healthy New Year. Mandy and David Baker.

Pauline and Frank Barnett with all their family wish the Rabbi, Chazan and all the congregation a very happy and peaceful
New Year and well over the Fast.

Nicola, Gary, Madeleine and Hannah Burns wish the Rabbi, Chazan, and all members of Central Synagogue a Happy New Year
and well over the Fast.

Jacqueline and Eric Charles send best New Year greetings to Rabbi Barry Marcus, Chazan Steven Leas and the entire Community. 

Ze’ev Galibov wishes Shanah Tovah and well over the Fast to all at the Central Synagogue.

Shanah Tovah to you all from Margaret Grant.

Reverend Simon Hass wishes all the community at Central Synagogue a happy and healthy New Year.

To all my friends at the Central. A happy New Year and well over the Fast from Coral Jowell.

Peter Koritschner wishes Rabbi Marcus, Steven Leas and the Central community a happy and healthy New Year.

Caroline, Craig, Yonah and Meir Levison wish Rabbi Marcus, Steven Leas, the Honorary Officers and everyone at Central a happy,
healthy and peaceful New Year.

Zea Lewis and all her family wish their fellow congregants a new year of good health, happiness and peace and well over the Fast.

Wishing all our members a very happy New Year. Doug, Louise, Matt, Jayson, Bernie and Callum. 

Terry Samek wishes her family, friends and fellow members a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year. 

Daphne and Harold Schogger wish all at Central a Happy New Year. 

Clarice Shamash and Maurice wish their family and friends and congregation a happy New Year and well over the Fast. 

Sylvia Shine and family wish Shanah Tovah to Rabbi Marcus, Chazan Leas, their families and all our friends at the Central.
May our Central Synagogue, b’ezrat Hashem, continue to thrive and flourish. 

Yoav Amit
David Arad
Kevin Arenson
Adam Arnold
Colin Baker
David Baker
Jonathan Barnett
Simon Barnett
Daniel Baum
Michael Bayer
Harris Bor
Gary Burns
Eric Charles
Marcos Chazan
Roger Cohen
Ron Cohen

Simon Cohen
Philip Collette
Stephen Davis
Russell Dunstan
Leon Dwek 
Maurice Dwek
Sammy L Dwek
Sammy M Dwek
Leonard Fertleman
Simon Finberg
Laurence Finger
Aron Freedman
Philip Freiberger
Nigel Gee
Ben-Shalom Gentely
Roger Gibbons

Shlomo Godsi
Stanley Goldstein
Andy Graham
Malcolm Green
Billy Grossman
Ilan Gutkin
Norman Gutkin
Steve Haffner
Paul Harrison
Peter Hoffman
Michael Howard
David Ishag
David Judah
Chuni Kahan
Melvin Kay
Lloyd Keisner

Peter Koritschoner
David Kosky
Raymond Laren 
Melvin Lawson
Steven Leas
Edward Lee
Craig Levison
Julian Lewis
Michael Lewis
Steven Livingston
Paul Martin
Allan Messing
Jonathan Metliss
Jeffrey Nedas
John Newman
Michael Norton

Peter Ohrenstein
Guy Ornadel
Daniel Peltz
Martyn Pizer
Jonathan Plant
Sydney Pochin
Paul Rayden
Darren Richards
Ellis Richards
Michael Richards
Westley Richards
Joel Rockman
Gregory Roediger
Sam Rogoff
Issy Rondel
Paul Rosen

Richard Rosenberg
Bob Rubin
Stanley Salter
Maurice Shamash
Leslie Shull
Geoffrey Simmonds
Michael Sinclair
Neil Sinclair 
Abner Solland
Jon Spain
Stuart Stanton
Jonathan Stein
Simon Stone
Ben Tamary
Jeremy Trent
Joe Weston
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SOCIAL&Personal Rosh Hashanah 5776

Welcome to New Members
• Rachel Aaronson

• Jamie Balcombe

• Inez Benjamin

• Karen and Charles Bobroff

• Rachel and Oliver Cohen

• Jason Collins

• Joanne and Zev Crystal

• Claire and Charles Darwish

• Juliet and Nessim El Harrar

• Malena and James Fishberg

• Lola and Anthony Freeman

• Revital and Phillip Gabriel

• Nicola and Philip Gee

• Charlotte and Marc Gishen

• Oliver Harris

• Jennifer Jankel

• Michael Lipschitz

• Marc Norden

• Max Peltz

• Erica and Stuart Peters

• Linda Plant

• Shirley and Allan Swiel

• Carine Szwajcer

• Rachel Troostwyk 

• Gill and Colin Winer

Births. Mazeltov to the following
parents and their families:

• Annabel and Jimmy Ayad on the birth

of a son 

• Lucy and Jason Collins on the birth of a

daughter 

• Malena and James Fishberg on the birth

of a daughter

• Natalie and Amir Gehl on the birth of a

son 

• Saskia and Edward Jackson on the birth

of a daughter

• Claire and David Konviser on the birth

of a daughter 

• Louise and Isaac Behar on the birth of a

grandson

• Joan and Arthur Bovarnick on the birth

of a granddaughter 

• Elaine and Jeremy Curtis on the birth of

a grandson 

• Patricia and Ashley Davidson on the

birth of a grandson

• Elaine and Michael Fishberg on the

birth of a granddaughter 

• Edna and Zorach Gehl on the birth of a

grandson

• Stephanie and Anthony Harris on the

birth of a grandson 

• Laura and Julian Konviser on the birth

of a granddaughter

• Cheryl and Stuart Lewis on the birth of

a grandson 

• Rabbi Marcus on the birth of two

grandsons

• Susanne and Jeffrey Nedas on the birth

of a granddaughter 

• Susan and Martin Paisner on the birth

of a grandson

• Inez Reuben on the birth of a

granddaughter

• Ian Reuben on the birth of a

granddaughter

• Fay Sandler on the birth of a grandson

• Lady Estelle Wolfson on the birth of a

granddaughter

• Gertrude Harris on the birth of a great

grandson

• Zea Lewis on the birth of a great

grandson

• Anne and Clive Moss on the birth of a

great grandson

• Sylvia Reuben on the birth of a great

granddaughter

Bar Mitzvahs
• Jimmy Barnett

• Freddie Chazan 
• Guy Gabriel
• Guy Kaye 
• Ethan Kaye
• George Peltz 

• Aiden Teeger 
• Max Unterhalter 

Bat Mitzvahs
• Emily Cohen 
• Natasha Cohen
• Grace Fertleman 

Marriages. Mazeltov to the
families of:

• Karen and Charles Bobroff

• Rachel to Oliver Cohen 

• Joanne and Zev Crystal

• Claire and Charles Darwish 

• Charlotte and Mark Gishen 

• Elizabeth to Michael Conway

Bereavements. Condolences go
to the families of the following
members who have passed away in
the past year:

• Ronald Armist

• Peter Berger

• Harold Berman

• Sara Box

• Sidney Cedar

• Joyce Freed

• Denis Friedman 

• Carole Gilmore

• Jack Glenton

• Norman Roy Green

• Evelyn Jacobs

• Gilberte Norton

• Sam Peltz

• Simone Ritterman

• Nevine Rose

• Celia Spence

Condolences go to: the
following members who have lost
loved ones in the past year:

• Raquel Amit on the loss of her Mother

• John Bodie on the loss of his Brother

1. Portsmouth     2. Van Gogh     3. Goose Bumps     4. Nepal     5. The Labour Party     6. Mary     7. YahooAnswers to quiz on p.28.
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• Valerie Cohen on the loss of her

Daughter

• Hilary Conway on the loss of her Father

• Nicholas Hai on the loss of his Father

• Isaac Kaye on the loss of his Brother

• Raymond Laren on the loss of his Sister

• Paul Marks on the loss of his Mother

• Deborah Morris on the loss of her Mother

• Naomi Press on the loss of her Brother

• Pamela Sinclair on the loss of her Father

• Daniella Selby on the loss of her Mother

• Abner Solland on the loss of his Father

• Francoise Winton on the loss of her

Mother

Mazeltov to:
• Mazal Tov to Rabbi Marcus on receiving
The Knight's Cross of the Order of Merit
of the Republic of Poland.

• Rabbi Marcus on being awarded an MBE
for services to Holocaust education.

30th ANNIVERSARY

• Susan and Raymond Haas

• Daphne and Harold Schogger 

• Grazyna and Abner Solland

40th ANNIVERSARY

• Anna and Henry Ejdelbaum

• Lola and Anthony Freedman

• Laura and Julian Konviser

• Andrea and Brett Nabarro

• Francoise and David Winton

50th ANNIVERSARY

• Pauline and Frank Barnett

• Freda and Leon Dwek

2nd BAR MITZVAH

• Manouchehr Aaron

• Eric Charles

90th BIRTHDAY

• Judy Davis

• Estelle Fenton

• Harry Helfgott

• Anna Klimt

• Joyce Stone

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2015 - 2016
Tuesday 1 September – 7:30 pm
Beyond Apple and Honey (Part 1)

Sunday 6 September –
10:30am – 12:30 pm
Back to School Carnival

Tuesday 7 September – 7:30 pm
Beyond Apple and Honey (Part 2)

Sunday 27 September  
Communal Succot Dinner

Monday 5 October – 6:15 pm
Kids Simchat Torah Pizza in the Hut

Shabbat 10 October
Chief Rabbi Mirvis Visits Central

Sunday 11 October – 7:00 pm
Ze’ev’s Place Film Night – 
Who Shot My Father?

Mondays 12 October – 9 November
2:00 – 4:00 pm
Hebrew Reading and Understanding Prayer

Mondays 12 October – 14 December
8:00 – 10:00 pm
Hebrew Course, Total Beginners and Lower
Intermediate

Thursdays 15 October – 17 December 
6:00 – 10:00 pm
Hebrew Course, High Intermediate and
Advanced

Tuesday 20 October – 7:30 pm
CONNECT Russia House

Thursday 22 October – 7:00 pm
The Great Challah Make 2015

Saturday 24 October 
Shabbat UK
Special Children’s Services and Ice cream
Shabbat UK – Family Evening

Sunday 1 November – 7:30 pm
America and the Jews – Concert with
Daniel Hope

Sunday 8 November – 7:00 pm
Ze’ev’s Place Film Night - Mom is not Crazy

Tuesday 17 November – 8:00 pm
Ashley Blaker – Ungefiltered

Shabbat 21 November
Scholar in Residence – Rabbi Andrew Shaw 
The Great Cholent Debate 

Motzei Shabbat 21 November
Kids Movie Night

Sunday 22 November
Mitzvah Day

Wednesday 25 November
Stepney and Whitechapel walking tour

Sunday 29 November
Film Evening – ‘Arab Movie’

Monday 30 November
CONNECT Entertainment

Saturday 5 December
Special Children’s Services and Ice cream

Sunday 6 December
Children’s Chanukah party

Saturday 12 December – 5:15 pm
Family Havdalah and Chanukah candle
lighting party

Sunday 13 December – 7:30 pm
A Chanukah Celebration Concert

Sunday 10 January 2016 – 7:00 pm
Ze’ev’s Place Film Night – HI Jew Positive

Saturday 23 January
Special Children’s Services and Ice cream

Sunday 31 January 
Annual Supper Quiz

Ongoing:

Sundays, monthly
CONNECT Pre Bar/Bat Mitzvah Programme 

Wednesdays 2:00 – 4:00pm from
30 September
Pilates 

Thursdays 1:00 pm until
October 2015, thereafter 1:15 pm
Regular ‘Lunch and Learn’ after mincha
with guest speakers.

For further details, please refer to the
Grand Central Events Leaflet.

Back page photographs: 

From top left across: Claire and Charles Darwish, Emily Cohen, Evie Konviser, Freddie Chazan, George Peltz, Georgie Grace Collins,

Guy and Ethan Kaye, Levi Stanley Lewis, Luana Fishberg, Max Unterhalter, Rachel and Oliver Cohen, Oliver Spencer Harris (with Daisy!),

Rafi Jackson, Aidan Teeger and Guy Gabriel.
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