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Wardens Stuart Lewis • Harold Schogger
Financial Representative Stanley Salter
Board of Management
Kenny Arfin • David Baker • Jacqueline Charles • Sara Cohen • Valerie Cohen • Michael Fishberg
Aron Freedman • Ze’ev Galibov • Diana Goldsmith • Harvey Goldsmith • Margaret Grant • James Hyman
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Ladies Guild Chairman Sara Cohen
Children’s Service Raquel Amit • Yoav Amit
US Council Representatives Nicola Burns • Adrienne Phillips • Laurie Phillips
Representatives at the Board of Deputies Jonathan Metliss • Maurice Shamash
Administrator Craig Levison
Personal Assistant /Community Development Officer Raquel Amit
Building Management Team Douglas O’Halloran • Louise McGinty • Jayson Pillay • Sylvia Drimba

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 09:00 – 16:00, Friday & Sunday 9:00 – 12:00

We offer our sincere thanks to our Security Team for keeping us safe throughout the year.
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FROM the R ABBI

Barry Marcus

MBE

Dear Congregants,
We are a people who are always encouraged to be positive and not to lose hope.
In Psalm 100, said on weekdays, we are urged to ‘Serve the L-rd with joy’.
It is no secret that in the past year it has been at times severely challenging to be positive, hopeful or
joyful. The speed of change both internationally and nationally coupled with the pace of our normal
daily lives has added to a tangible sense of uncertainty and anxiety among many.
The increase in acts of terror in London and the UK are particularly of grave concern especially when
the authorities tell us that further such attacks are ‘not if but when’ – it is as if we are being
conditioned to be accepting of what should be wholly unacceptable.
The defeatist attitude and unhelpful comments are in stark contrast to the Jewish approach to
difficult times and situations which we sadly have had to deal with on countless occasions. The
modern State of Israel is testament to this very outlook and we can draw strength from the steadfast
positive outlook allowing it to deal with its many security and other challenges but at the same time
to be amongst the first to send humanitarian help to other countries in their times of crisis and need.
Our Synagogues have always acted both as a bulwark in times of uncertainty and an oasis designed
to offer comfort and succour, and it is most heart-warming to witness the increased activities and
membership of our community, details of which can be found in this magazine edition.
We look forward to welcoming you all on Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Succot, as it affords us an
opportunity to come together, strengthen each other and renew our personal and communal ties and
those with Israel.
Warmest wishes for a Shana Tova.
Rabbi Barry Marcus MBE

EDITORS’ MESSAGE

Daphne Schogger and Raquel Amit

Welcome to the 5778 issue of Central – the magazine for all our members and friends.
As ever, we thank all the contributors and the many new contributors this year.
We had a wonderful response to our front cover competition from the young in our community
and many thanks to all our entrants who put so much effort into producing such wonderful
covers. Rabbi Marcus had the hard job of choosing the winner, Carly Selby. Well done to her
and to all our wonderful runners up whose entries are elsewhere in the magazine.
We wish you a Happy, Healthy & Peaceful New Year.
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FROM the Box
Well, we are all still delighted to be in position at Central.

for their continued work and efforts for the Synagogue.
Several members retired at the AGM: Richard Midda, Daphne

Barry Townsley is still the Chairman: Melvin Lawson the Vice
Chair and Stuart Lewis and Harold Schogger continue as
Wardens. Stanley Salter remains as Financial Representative
for the year to May 2018.
We continue to receive visitors from all over the world. We try
and make them as welcome as possible and it is always very
reassuring when the visitors follow up with a thank you for
our hospitality. Unfortunately, due to our proximity to several
hospitals, we often have visitors whose loved ones are in

Schogger and Allan Swiel; we thank them so much for their
hard work. We welcome the following new members onto the
Board of Management: Sara Cohen, Diana Goldsmith and
Maurice Shamash. They are warmly welcomed and we know
that they will play important roles at Central in the future.
The Chatanim for the Simchat Torah celebrations were
Laurent Elmalem and Ygal El Harrar. The celebratory
Kiddushim were brilliantly catered by the Ladies Guild and,
because of the Chatanim, definitely had a Sephardi touch.

hospital during Shabbat and we try and make them feel as
comfortable as possible. The Rabbi’s relatively new inclusion

Nigel Gee, who has led the security team for many years is

of a prayer for those who are not well is much appreciated

stepping down from this role and we thank him for his many

not only by these particular visitors but by our own members

years of service. A new rota of volunteers to stand on security

as well.

is now in place. We should all be mindful of security in and
around the building and help the team who are ably assisted

Rabbi Marcus continues to have an influential impact on all of
our members not only with his incisive sermons but also on
the personal front when he carries out his pastoral duties.
Rev. Ari Cohen, from West End Great Synagogue, continues
to make a valued presence in the community and we have
been privileged that when Rabbi Marcus has been away, he
has given the Sermon.
Our Chazan, Steven Leas, continues to arrange the many
lectures, concerts, films and tours of historical significance for
all our members. We even had a magic evening!
Chazan Steven will again be accompanied by the Central
Synagogue Choir for the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
services.
The Children’s Services have continued to be a great success.
The numbers of children attending are growing and this is a
real tribute to the efforts of Raquel and Yoav Amit. The
Children’s Service celebrating Independence Day was
absolutely wonderful and very well attended. We popped in
to see it and were really impressed.
Sara Cohen, Chairman of the Ladies Guild, and her team,
continue to provide an outstanding weekly Kiddush and
Central is probably unique in providing a Kiddush during
Passover, for which we have to thank Sara who has instigated
and run this now for many years. The annual Supper Quiz that
the Ladies Guild put on was a great success and raised more

by Jayson and colleagues who provide the additional security.
Please follow their instructions. We live in uncertain times and
security is high on our list of priorities.
The Community Security Trust help communities nationwide
to keep us all secure throughout the year and mindful of the
extra security problems that we have all faced this year, we
thank them for doing this job in such difficult times.
We again thank Craig Levison and Raquel Amit in the
Synagogue Office for all their work throughout the year.
Thanks must also go to our Building Management team:
Douglas O’Halloran, Louise McGinty and Sylvia Drimba, who
keep the Shul looking immaculate.
Later in the magazine you will see the proposal for the
redevelopment of the downstairs of the Synagogue into a
more user friendly space which will also incorporate an office
for the Chief Rabbi. It’s a very exciting time for us.
Do let the office know if you (or a family member) are unwell.
Roger Cohen continues to visit those who are sick and Carole
Murray continues to telephone these people. At the time of
writing this we are forming a new Chessed (kindness) group
to better cater for the community’s welfare needs with new
volunteers, Susan Lesner and Rosalie Stevens. We thank them
for coming on board and helping to improve this area of need.
We look forward to seeing you and greeting you in person
when you visit Central Synagogue in the year ahead.

money than ever before. It doesn’t just happen and a lot of
organisation goes into it. So well done!
We wish all our members a ‘Happy and Healthy 5778
We thank the Board of Management and Synagogue Elders

and well over the Fast’.
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Our global challenge is to return to the values of human dign
experience. According to the Talmud, prayer is ȊZRUVKLSRIWKHKHDUWȋDQGRQHRIWKHSLOODUVXSRQZKLFKWKH
As we conclude a year which seems to have been dominated, in no small part, by disunity
world
stands.the Jewish world, it is increasingly troubling to see some of the vitriol that is now
across

routinely espoused by Jews against one another.
During the past year I have enjoyed wonderful prayer services in numerous communities across Great
It takes
no time
at aOOWRILQGFRPPHQWVRQVRFLDOPHGLDDERXW³&KDUHLGLH[WUHPLVWEXOOLHVZLWKQR
Britain
and the
Commonwealth.
In recent months I have begun engaging with our Rabbis and other
JUDVS RI
WKH UHDOLWLHV
WKH in
PRGHUQ
ZRUOG´
DQG ³KHUHWLFDO
OHIWLVWV ZKRfor
ZLOIXOO\
GLOXWH
DQG
community
leaders
to#PrayersForMunich
exploreRIways
which we
can stimulate
added enthusiasm
tefilla,popular
including,
for
#PrayersForBrussels.
If these
sentiments from
XQGHUPLQHWKHVDQFWLW\RI7RUDKDWHYHU\RSSRUWXQLW\´,VWKLVZKDWLWKDVFRPHWR"
example, seeking to encourage Batmitzvah and Barmitzvah celebrants to have greater knowledge of and
proficiency
in our tefillot.
.ʭʬʹʡʡʬʡʪʰʥʶʸʺʥʹʲʬʺʧʠʤʣʥʢʠʭʬʫʥʹʲʩʥ

“And
 may the people form
 a
 single united

bond – to
 perform
 Your will with a full
 heart”.
 

The Hebrew term tefilla, LVKRZHYHUVLJQLILFDQWO\GLIIHUHQWIURPWKH(QJOLVKȊSUD\HUȋZKLFKLVGHULYHGIURP
Theseprecari,
words,meaning
from ourtoMussaf
onThe
Rosh
Hashanah,
deep
and PHDQLQJ
enduring WR
the Latin
beg orprayer
entreat.
root
of tefilla isencapsulate
the HebUHZour
ZRUG
ȊSLOHLOȋ
desire
Jewish
unity
which
stretches in
back,
through
the
annals
of history,
tointervention
the point athas
which
judge.
It is for
found
in the
Torah
in situations
which
action
has
been
taken
or
an
been

  

ZH OHIW(J\SWDQGEHFDPHDQDWLRQIRUWKHILUVWWLPH%XWZKDWLVWKHYLUWXHRIXQLW\"'RQ¶WZH
PDGH)RUH[DPSOHLQUHFRXQWLQJWKHIDPRXV%LEOLFDOVWRU\RI3LQFKDVȇLQWHUYHQWLRQZKHQKHHQFRXQWHUHGD
have a responsibility to protect what we believe to be right, even if that means division?
couple engaging LQDQDGXOWHURXV UHODWLRQVKLSWKH%RRNRI 3VDOPV VWDWHV Ȇ9D\D DPRG 3LQFKDV 9D\HIDOHOȇ Ȃ
Ȋ3LQFKDVVWRRGXSDQGLQWHUYHQHGȋ
 is no question


 what

 is that

 

 disunity
 has


There
that
we do, but
is also certain
throughout
history,
been nothing short of an existential threat to the Jewish people.
From here we learn that tefilla is far more than words spoken in supplication to or in praise of God. The
The Talmud
describes
tense or
state
of conflict
in Jerusalem
the years
UHIOH[LYH
ȊOHKLWSDOHLOȋ
means the
to judge
to analyse
oneself.
Through during
self-evaluation
we 67-70
engageCE,
in a
throughout which, the Romans laid siege around the walls of our capital city. In Jerusalem,
constructive and healthy activity that can re-fashion our lives. Tefilla affords us the opportunity to take a
there were storehouses which had provisions to last for 21 years. Yet tragically, when civil war
ORQJbroke
KDUG out
DQGwithin
KRQHVW
ORRN
DWthe
RXUVHOYHV
LQ WKHwere
'LYLQH
VKDGRZ
RIdestroyed.
*RGȇs presence,
where nothing
can be
the
city,
storehouses
burned
and
The Romans,
who would
denied
or hidden;
differentiate
between
weon
want
and more
what pressing
we need; battles,
and to were
give voice
to our
otherwise
havetolikely
lost patience
andwhat
moved
to fight
now able
to breach
and conquer
a weakened
people. to achieve them.
deepest
hopes the
andwalls
aspirations,
resolving
to work passionately

E

E

&KLHI5DEEL/RUG-DNRERYLWVSRLQWHGRXWWKDWµ6LP6KDORP¶RXUSUD\HUIRUSHDFHLQthe
Amidah,
Sometimes,
those for whom tefilla is second nature can pray as a matter of routine and can struggle
to find
LQFOXGHV WKH ZRUGV µ%OHVV XV RXU )DWKHU DOO RI XV DV RQH LQ WKH OLJKW RI <RXU FRXQWHQDQFH¶
genuine meaning in what they are saying. Conversely, those with less grasp of the liturgy sometimes find
Why, in the context of prayers for peace with our enemies, must we aspire to peace amongst
that ourselves?
a catchy melody
special atmosphere
provides
with
great inspiration.
It is revealing
as we
Lord or
Jakobovits
explained that
if wethem
cannot
overcome
our differences
within,that
we will
ILQLVK
WKH Ȇ$PLGDKȇ
ZH VD\
ȊLet the words
of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable
never
prevail over
our enemies
without.
EHIRUH<RXȋ1HLWKHUWKHZRUGVQRUWKHVHQWLPHQWDORQHDUHVXIILFLHQW Ȃ both are required together to be
first Chief
of the that
Holyevery
Land,
Rabbi
would point out that in an orchestra, there
trulyThe
impactful.
This Rabbi
is something
one
of usKook,
can achieve.
are many different instruments which make their own unique sound. Together, under the baton
of the conductor, they create beautiful harmony.
5775 has been a challenging year for Jewish communities at home and abroad. Murderous attacks on
Jewish
communities
in Europe
left many
vulnerable
and concerned.
of us can change
May
5778 herald
a yearhave
in which
eachfeeling
one of
us can look
to parts ofNone
our community
withinthe
world
overnight,
but we
can change
in turn,
does those
indeedwhose
transform
the worldpossibly
we live in.
which
we might
ordinarily
findourselves,
very littlewhich,
common
ground;
instruments
make
an entirely
sound
to ours,
with whom
we can
offer it
beautiful
the
Tefilla
provides
us withdifferent
the key to
unlocking
thatbut
potential
if we can
approach
with theharmony
requisite to
humility
world.
and vigour.
Valerie and I extend to you all our very best wishes for a happy, fulfilling and peaceful New
May we all merit to discover the great beauty and value of tefilla, so that we begin 5776 with
Year.
renewed positivity and sense of determination. Valerie and I extend to you all our very best
wishes for a happy, healthy, peaceful and fulfilling New Year. Shana tova.




Chief
Rabbi
Ephraim
Mirvis
Chief
Rabbi
Ephraim
Mirvis
6HSWHPEHU7LVKUHL
ȏEllul 5775
September
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RABBI Marcus

MBE

Another eventful year has passed with Rabbi Marcus’s active involvement with the
community and beyond. A small testament to some of these activities can be seen
on these pages.
Shabbat guests
We have again enjoyed inviting Scholars in
Residence over various Shabbatot. Most
notably Melanie Phillips, Broadcaster and
Journalist, who spoke on ‘The West, Israel
and the challenge of Islam’ and Rabbi Dr
Rafi Zarum, Dean of the London School of
Jewish Studies, who talked about ‘The
Women behind the Exodus’ and ‘Is slavery
today anything like it was back in Egypt?’

Rabbi Dr Rafi Zarum

Melanie Phillips

Speaking engagements
It has also been our privilege to
host several speakers this year and
Rabbi Marcus co-hosted several of
these events:
Dr Efraim Zuroff honoured us with
a fascinating talk about his Life as

A packed audience in the Wolfson Hall

Dr Efraim Zuroff with Steven Leas
and Rabbi Marcus MBE

a Nazi Hunter: Successes, failures and insights.
Dr Zuroff gave an account of his efforts over a 36 year
period in trying to bring Nazi criminals to justice all
over the world and answered questions on how he
became a Nazi hunter, how Nazis are still being hunted
to this day and what he has learned from his
experiences in the field.

In partnership with the Tel Aviv University Trust and the Holocaust Educational Trust, we also
had the pleasure of listening to Ariane Bois in conversation with Rabbi Marcus at an evening
entitled ‘French Jewish Resistance and the Hidden Children’.

Ariane Bois answering questions
from Diane Steg and Rabbi Marcus MBE
8
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An award winning French journalist, Ariane’s most
recent novel, Le Gardien de nos Frères (The Keeper of
our Brothers), is about two brave young heroes fighting
to save Jewish children in WW2 Paris. She has been a
journalist for 27 years, was awarded with the WIZO
award in 2016 and has written four novels. Ariane
speaks frequently on TV and radio and is a member of
five literary juries in France. She is at work on her latest
novel and freelances for several magazines on books
and general interest stories. The evening brought in a
diverse crowd and many questions were directed to
Ariane about her research behind the book.

We were also most pleased to welcome Jeanette (Josse) Pepper ARPS
MBBS FRCPsych (member of the West End Great Synagogue), to speak
about ‘The Threads of History – Belarus: Photography and Memory’.
In 2005, Jeannette, together with some family members, visited
Baranovichy, her parents’ birth place in Belarus. Jeannette‘s parents married
and left for England in 1932, never to return and never to see most of their
families again. Her mother’s house, amazingly, had survived the War.
Charting the story, and creating a book using old family photographs and
photographs taken in 2005, enabled Jeannette to re-examine the childhood
stories told to her about her parents’ histories.
Rabbi Marcus also discussed the history of
Jews of Belarus, with particular emphasis on
the Yeshivot, the part they played in the
Jewish life of the Shtetl and some very moving
personal stories from the region.
Jeannette Pepper

Sporting Fun
The recent table tennis competition at Western Marble Arch
Synagogue saw Rabbi Marcus crowned as champion!

Did you know?
Rabbi Marcus is a sofer (scribe) and when the
need arises, he sharpens his quill and readies his
ink to make corrections in mezuzot, tefillin or
Sifrei Torah.
This photograph
was taken in
July 2017
having spotted
a mistake in the
letter ‘lamed’ in
a Torah scroll.
Can you see it?
S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 7 • Ti s h re i 5 7 7 8

9

GR AND CENTR AL – the hub of
By Steven Leas

David “DuSH” Barashi,

We have again had a very
successful and busy year.

Hadassah's Medical Clown
with the children’s choir

Here are some of our
highlights!

Cantor Steven Leas

Concerts and
Entertainment
•

•

Sivan Rotem, an International Israeli
Soprano, entertained us in what could
only be summed up as “Wow”!

We were delighted to again participate
in the “Three Tenors and a Clown”
concert, and although it was not held at
Central, over 400 people attended.

Sivan sings all over the world in the
major opera houses and sang a
programme of Opera, Israeli and
Argentinian songs.

The 3 Tenors; Rabbi Danny Bergson,
Chazan Jonny Turgel and myself, were
joined by 2 Jewish school choirs, as well
as the Shabbaton Choir and, of course,
the Clown!

The event was kindly sponsored by Trevor
and Donna Leigh of London and Israel.

Tours

learning
take place
in the last
year.
A lot of this has been together with Spiro
Ark who continue to be an invaluable
partner in bringing lectures and learning
to both our community as well as the
wider community.
We have again held Hebrew classes
throughout the year and this year we
doubled the amount of classes.

Songs included hits from the Musicals
as well as Jewish and Yiddish favourites.

We held a number of tours in this last
year.

A very successful and well attended Ulpan
took place during the summer.

This concert was in aid of Hadassah UK
for the sterling work they do in bringing
clowns to hospitals to “lighten the
load” for terminally ill children and their
families. A lovely finger buffet helped to
wrap up a very enjoyable evening.

•

Together with Nitza Spiro, we held
learning evenings for Pesach and Shavuot
where we looked at the history and beauty
behind the Haggadah and Book of Ruth.

We held a Yiddish poetry and song
evening with Norbert Hirschhorn, a
retired medical doctor and one time
Doctor to Bill Clinton, who has written
a book of Yiddish poetry called “To
Sing Away the Darkest Days”.

•

Apart from the beautiful poetry
readings, we had 4 great singers and
musicians and myself singing Yiddish
favourites like, My Yiddishe Mama, Belz
and Tumbalalaika.
10
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Our first was to the V&A Museum
with our resident guide Rachel Kolsky
where we were shown the highlights
and history of this fascinating place
and ended up focusing on the Jewish
parts of the museum.
Rabbi Dr Rafi Zarum spent a Shabbat
with us as our “Scholar in Residence”,
and apart from his amazing talks at the
Shul over the Shabbat, the highlight,
as always, was his tour to the British
Museum, where we learnt about the
Jews in Egypt in preparation for Pesach.

Learning
We really have had a huge amount of

We started a fortnightly lunch and learn
shiur in conjunction with the United
Synagogue called “US in the City”.
We have had different Rabbis/Rebbetzens
talk on a variety of subjects. See more on
p.28. This has augmented our already
successful Thursday Lunchtime Shiurim
with Rabbi Nissim, so ably organized by
Ilan Gutkin.
Maureen Kendler spoke on “Yom Kippur –
The greatest stories never told”.
She explained how a century ago, Jews
rebelled against the Rabbis in London by

Jewish culture in the West End
having a dance on Yom Kippur as well as
eating pork!
Particular favourites were “Threads of
History – Belarus: Photography and
Memory” given by Jeanette Pepper and
Rabbi Marcus, and a talk by the famed
Nazi Hunter Efraim Zuroff. See page 8 for
further details.

Ze’ev’s Place Film Club
Ze’ev’s Place Film Club continues to go
from strength to strength. We took a
decision to concentrate on really burning
issues in the Jewish world today. Whilst
this has been a little serious for some it
has had overwhelming support by the
wider community.
We have shown documentaries about the
Holocaust, Israeli Politics today, AntiSemitism, The Venice Jewish Ghetto and
Israeli spies during the cold war.

over Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and
we are proud to offer a vast array of
programming for all ages.

CONNECT
In keeping with the spirit of being
contentious and forcing debate, Connect
once again held its event at BDO on the
topic of “The Moral Maze”.

Participants from Keshet, René Cassin, and
Jewish Women’s Aid, shared their
thoughts and experiences on human rights
issues including immigration and the
response of Orthodox Jews to issues such
as how to treat the current problem of
Immigration due to the conflict in the
Middle East.

Festivals
•

Some topics have been very contentious
with the aim of getting people to discuss
and think outside their comfort zone.
Given that a number of people have asked
for lighter movies as well, our lineup for
the new season will include a sing-a-long
Fiddler on the Roof, a film on the lives of
Shalom Aleichem and Theodore Bikel as
well as one or two of the latest Israeli
comedies and dramas.

For Purim evening, we joined with the
New West End Synagogue for a musical
based on the West Side Story musical.
This was a brilliant production with
great lyrics by Marc Joseph and Felicity
Miller. Next year’s musical is based on
“My Fair Lady”.

Children
Our children’s events and services have
continued with their success this year.
Our younger children have enjoyed the
new Family Zone series held on Sunday
mornings (see more on p.12) and
everyone has enjoyed the various events
for the chagim – especially the Simchat
Torah Gameshow, the Bubble Chanukah
party and our big Purim bash. As always,
there will be three groups for children
The Balfour exhibition by Tristan MacDonald

Our Succot dinner and Simchat Torah
evening with our very special Sephardi
Chattanim, Laurent Elmalem and Ygal El
Harrar were a great success and our
members certainly got a taste of the
Sephardi customs and food!

Soprano Sivan Rotem and
pianist Nigel Foster.

attended after a thankfully uneventful
AGM and the food flowed, courtesy of
our Chief Chef Yoav Amit.

OTHER
•

Mitzvah Day saw a real upgrading
in our attempt to help the wider
community. See pages 20-21 for
further detail. Our thanks must go to
Raquel for stepping up to the mark
again and cajoling so many members
to take part.

•

Nick Einhorn a Gold star member
of the Inner Magic Circle left us
spellbound by his wizardry. A most
wonderful magic evening, with great
food and wine.

•

We started our Balfour 100 events
early this year by welcoming Roy
Thurley to speak about the Balfour
Declaration and the Collaboration
between Christians and Jews. This
thoroughly detailed and informative
presentation was teamed with a
wonderful exhibition by Tristan
Macdonald and made for a truly
interesting evening.

•

Our first ever Eishet Chayil Shabbat
was held. Margaret Grant is a very
special lady, and has done so much for
our community and in such a quiet and
humble way. She is an example to us
all and it was lovely to be able to
celebrate together with her family and
our community.

On the morning of Purim we hosted
both New West End and Marble Arch
Synagogues, and after an amazing
reading by Rabbi Rosenfeld, we were
treated to a delicious breakfast courtesy
of the Ladies Guild.

•

Our Pesach Seder was again a huge
success with over 60 visitors and
members joining us in an evening of
learning, song, friendship and great
food by celebrated caterer
and restaurateur Kenny
Arfin.
This is such an important
communal event in our diary
for people who are visiting
or who have nowhere to go
or just want to experience
an authentic Seder.

•

Our annual Lag B’Omer
Barbecue was again well

Please see our Grand Central Brochure
for events listings over the next few
months and check up on our website
for up to date information. And keep
the dates free!
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
by Raquel Amit
Train a child according to his way; even in old
age he will not turn away from it
(Proverbs 22:6)

“

”

Family Zone Sundays
Family Zone launched just before
Rosh Hashanah last year and
what a great year we have had!
We have met every 2 or 3
Sundays throughout the year to
educate the next generation
through activities and play.
Our sessions are
divided into two
halves: the first is
introduced by some
basic morning prayers
which are sung
together to allow the
children to simply
absorb the tunes and
words. Shortly
afterwards, we
concentrate on learning
the alef bet, two letters at
a time, again to build familiarity with the sound and shape of
the letters. After a much enjoyed snack break (!) we move on
to the creative part of the morning – an activity based either
on a nearby festival or a Jewish theme. You will see lots of
examples displayed on these pages. I can confidently say that
all the families involved so far have really enjoyed each
session, leaving with positive associations with the Synagogue
and Judaism.
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I really do hope this encourages
you to come along with your
children from September 2017 –
we would love to welcome you!

Shabbat mornings
Of course, other than Family Zone, we have been busy with welcoming
children, parents and grandparents to our fun and friendly Shabbat Children’s
Services on a weekly basis. These are not services as you may remember them
from years ago; times change and so does our format. One of the highlights of
our monthly special services was our flight to Israel for Yom Ha’atzmaut
complete with passports, boarding passes, cabin crew and pilot!

Legendary parties
The show of the year had to be the absolutely
spectacular bubble show we put on for
Chanukah. The amazing bubble team had so
many tricks to enthral young and old – we were
all mesmerised as we watched, touched and
even stood inside the bubbles.

Cheder: While we do not yet cater for the 5+ age group on our premises,
we have joined forces with the thriving cheder jointly held with New West
End and Holland Park Synagogues, teaching the children Hebrew reading,
Judaism, Jewish culture and
preparing the children to live a
happy and fulfilling Jewish life.
The children are taught both
Ashkenazi and Sephardi
traditions in a fun and inclusive
way. This cheder caters for ages
5-13 years old.
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MY SHUL
by Hannah Schogger
Shul; what does my Synagogue mean to me? Ever since I
can remember I have always gone to the same
Synagogue in the same place, with the same people.
Within a week of being born, I was named Hannah Bessie
Schogger in Central Synagogue and it is practically my
second family. They have all watched over me and
supported me in learning everything about Jewish life, up
until I started learning about my Bat Mitzvah.
My grandparents, Harold and Daphne Schogger, are
beloved family and Shul members, and they are the
reason I am who I am, a proud Jewish woman. I can’t
begin to thank them enough for everything they have
done for me in my life.
My Bat Mitzvah took place in Central Synagogue on the
17th December 2016. Just before my Bat Mitzvah, I had

a lovely chat with Rabbi Marcus, my Grandpa and my
Dad. I presented my D’var Torah in front of my friends,
family and shul family. It would never have been the
same without any of those people, especially my Shul,
and it was a truly special start to my Jewish life! I also
thoroughly enjoyed spending time at the children’s service
where I learnt many valuable things that inspired me to
go to my current school, JFS.

Playing chess with Sharansky!

O

n the 11th July, Natan Sharansky played simul against
20 participants of Maccabiah open competition. The
simul exhibition lasted 3 hours and attracted quite a
few viewers. Sharansky won 17 games and drew 3.
“Eliav had the privilege of playing chess with Sharansky
tonight!
On my 17th birthday I joined a chain of young protestors
holding hands from the Russian to the Israeli Embassies in
Kensington, demonstrating for Natan Sharansky's release.
Mrs Sylvia Shine watching
grandson Eliav playing chess
with Natan Sharansky

During all those years in solitary confinement in Soviet Russia
he would play chess games in his head. How cool that my
Israeli son gets to play chess with him in Jerusalem and that
my wonderful Mum was there to witness such a moment of
awe and wonder!”
By Gaby Shine Markowitz

14

Central Magazine

A Night of Illusion
by Nicola Burns

I

t was a December evening filled with enchantment
when Nick Einhorn, magician, entertained Central's
members to a fabulous performance of magic.

Ruth Leas with daughter Danielle

Please enjoy the photographs which help to convey what
a wonderful evening it was. Supper was delicious and
hopefully it will have enticed Nick to return to us!
We all marvelled as he conjured up seemingly impossible
feats, using cards and individual items from the audience.
Nick's good humour was enjoyed by all, from the very
young to the older members.
Even the most sceptical amongst us were spellbound by
his extraordinary mind-reading....

Nick Einhorn wows the audience

Adrienne Phillips taking part in
one of Nick’s unbelievable tricks
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A Partnership to Value
Our wonderful collaboration with the Spiro Ark has continued
with great success over the last year due in many ways to the
inspirational Nitza and Robin Spiro who are well known for
their pioneering work in Jewish Education in the UK. The
Spiros constantly put all their effort into bringing Jewish
cultural, historical and language courses to a wide audience at
several venues across London and the partnership we have
built at Central brings wonderful speakers to our community
and beyond with thanks to the Spiros’ far reaching contacts.
We have held a wide range of events here including book
launches, Hebrew lessons and film nights, and would like to
showcase a few choice events here in the hope that they
entice you to join us for our Autumn/Winter programme in
even greater numbers.

Last Autumn we held an evening of Yiddish
poetry and song by Norbert Hirschhorn with
music by Stefan & Arjang Byron and Cantor
Steven Leas accompanied by Malcolm
Miller. Norbert Hirschhorn’s book ‘To Sing
Away the Darkest Days’ is a fascinating
collection of poems re-imagined from Yiddish
folksongs. We had the opportunity to hear
Norbert recite a few of his poems, in his own
inimitable style as well as listen to some of the original
Yiddish folksongs.

Sassoon was at the heart of British decision-making during the
First World War, involved in the Irish peace agreement, Air
Force minister and private secretary to Prime Minister Lloyd
George. But history tends to remember him as a great host.
Damian Collins, the current MP, was so intrigued by Sassoon
and his Kent mansion that he decided to write this book.
Damian Collins gave a fascinating and unique talk about his
predecessor.
2016 was the 500th anniversary of the Venice Ghetto and one
of our most popular films last year was ‘The Venice Ghetto –
500 Years of Life’. Lorenzo was a Jewish teenager, of Venetian
origin, born and raised in New York and the film
lead us on this journey, guided by his aunt and
two young Venetian cousins who offer him
the stimulus to enter more and more into
a world unknown to him.

In June, our talk was on The Balfour
Declaration, entitled ‘The Collaboration
between Jews and Christians’ by Roy
Thurley
who is currently a Director of
Norbert Hirschhorn
with Nitza Spiro and
Balfour 100 Ltd. This event gave us a
Steven Leas
thorough understanding of the history
surrounding the Balfour declaration and was the
perfect start to the 100th anniversary events.
We also run superb evening Hebrew classes three times a
week during term-time. We have had many students through
our doors over the last year and many attended the intensive
summer ulpan that took please over the summer. Classes are
for beginners and upwards, so if you are interested, please do
get in touch with the Shul office.

Nitza Spiro teaching her Ulpan class
with husband Robin on her right

One of our book launches this year was ‘Charmed Life – the
phenomenal world of Philip Sassoon’ by Damian Collins. Philip
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The Trip is Never Too Hard If You Know You Are
Going Home by Noemie Grillard

T

ime has passed since my first Yom Kippur at Central
Synagogue in October 2014. The community is still very
warm and friendly, Rabbi Marcus so charismatic and
inspiring, the services always meaningful and uplifting,
with the voices of Steven and his son, powerful and moving…
Being part of a collective entity brings comfort, mutual support,
strength and a sense of belonging – something we must cherish
and strive to preserve. Because in our individual lives, changes
happen faster, and there are moments when we are faced with
serious moral dilemmas, or with life–challenging events,
whether joyful or sad, which might have a stronger effect on
ourselves. For my part, the most significant change occurred
this year – my greatest achievement and a unique simcha – and
it will have a lifelong impact: the completion of my conversion
to Orthodox Judaism. Indeed, time passed since my first Yom
Kippur at Central Synagogue in 5775, for I will live my first
Yom Kippur as a Jewess this new year of 5778.
My conversion is my treasure. Yes it is heavy; heavy in
emotions, concessions, meaning and challenges, but don’t we
define a treasure by its weight? For it is preferable to carry a
heavy heritage than an empty one. Yet, it took time to
assimilate so much knowledge, appreciate the value of
everything, and most of all, feel worthy of it. Excesses of zeal,
passion, fascination and admiration, interspersed with peaks of
doubt, nervousness, tension and even sorrow – that was the
kind of journey waiting for me. By what right could I claim to
deserve being Jewish? All these principles and values I read and
was taught about, seemed so genuine and worthwhile, and
represented a model of life so perfect, to the extent that I often
blamed myself for thinking I could aspire to live in accordance
with them. It was a privilege I had to merit. Paradoxically, I felt
I have no choice but to succeed, and a saying by the Chofetz
Chaim  ז״לguided me from the beginning: “The trip is never
too hard if you know you’re going home”. I went back to
sources which were completely unknown to me, but which
sound so evident today. It is a unique feeling to delve further
into oneself, sometimes having to move away from what we
thought to be authentic in order to discover the real truth. I
guess any return to one’s original and very initial spirit must be
somewhat painful? That’s when we become most aware of our
Neshama, our soul.

Interestingly, the Talmud (Shavuot
39a) explains that the souls of
future converts were also present
when the Torah was given at
Mount Sinai, as stated in the
Parashat Nitzavim, when Hashem
speaks to the Jewish people on
the last day of Moses' life saying:
"Not with you alone do I seal this
covenant and oath, but with
whoever is here, standing with us
today before the L-rd and G-d,
and with whoever is not here with
us today" (Deuteronomy 29:13).

These past couple of years have been the most intense
intellectually as well as emotionally, and I can only be grateful
for that. I fed my spirit and soul like never before, which left
me bewildered more than once. There is no better teacher than
Torah. Studying it is going back to the root through an
unfolding pattern, reaching the deep inner content by
acknowledging what is hidden and what is revealed. The holy
language is also full of subtleties, and a real invitation to
interpretation. The structure of a word serves to define its
essence; how divine… That allowed me for instance to
rediscover the concept of love, in Hebrew, Ahava. From the
letters Aleph-Hey-Vet, come out two root words: Hava, which
literally means to offer or to give, and Ahav, which means to
nurture, or to devote completely to another. So the essence of
Ahava involves action. In other words, loving is giving. It is not
an emotion which simply happens to us, but something we
create through our deeds, something we are responsible for.
Here lies the essential notion of free will, our greatest gift of all,
whose scope I did not fully comprehend either. Far-reaching
implications ensue from this freedom, as it implies that we have
complete control over our intentions and actions. Each word,
each thought, each gesture… anything can be good or bad,
depending on the values we place on it. Holiness is not innate,
and I understood being Jewish is striving to reach an elevated
level of behaviour and of ethical sensibility. To achieve this,
self-reflection and introspection are paramount, and judging
oneself is what Lehitpalel, the Hebrew term for praying,
means. Here again the English language does not convey the
true and pure significance of this concept (no offence, French
either!), so I had to draw away from my misconception of the
act of prayer. All of these are only a few drops amongst the
ocean of wisdom that represents the Torah… And to my
greatest happiness, the magnificence of Jewish learning is that
it has no end in sight, and is anchored in eternities.

Every Jewish festival we have to re-live the experience of our
ancestors. During Rosh Hashana, we celebrate the birth of the
individual, unlike Pesach which commemorates the birth of a
nation. Every new year we will repeat the same rituals, notably
hearing the Shofar’s call or eating round challah. However, in
Jewish philosophy, repetition implies evolution, or
transformation. And as Shana, ‘year’,
comes from the Hebrew root Shin-NunRuth and Naomi, Philip Hermogenes Calderon,
1886, Walker Art Gallery
Hey, which means to repeat, the
message could not be clearer. Rosh
Hashana is more than ever a time for
self-improvement and soul-searching, a
time for prayers. And since becoming
aware of one’s place is giving others
their space too, it should be a time
when ‘I‘ becomes ‘We’.
My entry into Klal Yisrael has been a
momentous milestone, and I will be
forever grateful to the wonderful people
who supported me along the way.
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Personal Kosher Catering
Dinner Parties, Corporate Dining
Friday Night Dinners, Shabbat lunches or any Special Celebration
In the Wolfson Hall, in your Home or Office

Call Kenneth Arfin on 07989 714295
www.bykenneth.co.uk
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DESIGN COMPETITION
Mazal Tov to Carly Selby (age 15) for being chosen as winner
of this year’s special ‘Design the front cover’ competition.
Upon being informed she had won, Carly said, ‘Thank you
so much, it means a lot to me, and I am sure to all my family.
I am excited to see my art on the front cover of the
magazine!!’
Runners up (in alphabetical order) were Maya and Leila Amit
(Ages 3 and 5 for ‘Apples and Honey’ in mixed media),
Hadassah Lister (Age 11, coloured pencils) and Hannah
Schogger (Age 12, felt tips and pencil).

Hadassah Lister

Maya and Leila Amit

Hannah Schogger
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MITZVAH DAY

M

itzvah Day, 2016 was a true example of the West End coming together – Central Synagogue joined with
Lansdowne College, New West End Synagogue, St John’s Wood Synagogue, Western Marble Arch
Synagogue and Westminster Synagogue.

The generosity of the general public was so touching and the amount of food and toiletries we amassed collectively
was simply breathtaking. Shoppers were asked to buy extra items for our chosen charities, (St Mungo’s, Chapter 1’s
Dashwood House, Magic breakfast, local foodbanks, The Separated Child Foundation, Thames Reach, The Refugee
Council, GIFT and Felix Project).
If you generally don’t have spare time, please just save this one date for our next Mitzvah Day in your diary:
Sunday 19 November 2017. Won’t you join us?
Sara Cohen sporting Mitzvah
Day green with her trolley full
of donated goods

“

Didn’t we have a lovely time!!! Well usually I’m still in bed
on a Sunday morning until goodness knows when, but on this
Sunday I decided to do something useful. Raquel had mentioned
that she would like some help with ‘Mitzvah Day’. This meant I
would have to be outside Waitrose in Marylebone High Street
on Sunday morning, to ask shoppers to buy an extra tin of
beans or spaghetti or even cornflakes for our trolleys, as we
were collecting for the homeless.

Having established that I wouldn’t have to arrive at the crack of
dawn, I met with some friends from our shul and other
volunteers from New West End Synagogue. The response was
amazing, nearly everyone put something in our trolleys.
I had initially said I’d do an hour or so but I got so involved that
I ended up staying for much longer and then going back to St.
Petersburgh Place (where the food had been taken) to sort it all
out – what a remarkable spectacle met us. Other volunteers at
various other sites had also enjoyed huge generosity, so we had
a lot of food to sort out for distribution!! I had a lovely
rewarding and sociable day working together for others, and,
having fun. Put me down for this year – it’s in my diary
November 19th!!

“

Su Harris
Raquel and Su
sorting through the
masses of food

“

I was really happy to be asked if I wanted
to do my cabaret for Mitzvah day.
It felt good, and it was nice to give something back.
Would love to do it again this year.

“

Since being welcomed into the community, I have been
waiting for an opportunity to give back to those who have been
so amazing to me over the past few years.

I look back with pleasure at last year’s Mitzvah day; it was a
great experience to help members of the community to raise
awareness and assist those in need. I have been truly touched
by the efforts of every participant, whether a small child
donating an item of food, or a passing individual donating their
entire shopping trolley. Love and compassion are qualities that are
often forgotten and overlooked in our hectic lives. Mitzvah day
was a great reminder of how privileged we are, and how even
small gestures can make a significant difference to people
around us.
Recent events at Grenfell Tower have encouraged all Londoners
to help; probably one of the city’s biggest Mitzvah days.
The Mitzvah day in November has inspired me personally to
continue my efforts, and to help wherever I can. As an example,
after a few hours in the cold I gave my charity t-shirt to my
friend from California who was over the moon to have such a
personal souvenir from London.

“

Marilyn Keston

“

Maya Amit
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“

“

Chocolates! Chocolates! Give food for
charity! Get your chocolates!

Perhaps not the biggest Mitzvah, but I was able to put a smile
on faces, and make them feel happy.
Claudia Badal

“

The Amit girls and (one of) the allimportant tub(s) of chocolates ;-)

“

It’ll be a mitzvah if you play for them…” somebody said!!
I thought they must have asked everybody else and now were
in panic mode and scraping the bottom of the barrel. “Play for
the residents of a care home in West London for 20 minutes”.
Play AT them more like!

I was a little apprehensive when, having volunteered to take
part in Mitzvah Day, Raquel informed me that we would be
standing outside Waitrose in Marylebone High Street asking
people who were shopping to buy an extra item to donate to a
variety of charities. “It’s a bit outside my comfort zone” I told
Raquel – “Mine too” she retorted, so duly admonished I turned
up at 11.00 on a rather dank November Sunday morning for my
2 hour slot.

Team leader Raquel, accompanied by Yoav, Maya and Leila, was
already in place with shopping trolleys decorated with balloons
and bunting. I probably had the easier job of standing at the
Anyway, what an opportunity to inflict yourself on an
exit waiting for the odd tin of soup or packet of
unsuspecting and captive audience and pass it off
pasta to be dropped in the trolley, but that’s
as a mitzvah.
not what happened. Shoppers were leaving
the store with full bags, or armfuls, of
I cannot resist the temptation of playing to
items to put in the trolley and were duly
a live audience or even a sleeping one.
rewarded by Maya giving them a
chocolate of her choosing. Four and a
Am I doing this as a mitzvah for me…
half hours, and I don’t know how
or maybe the mitzvah is being
many laden trolleys later I left my post
performed unwittingly by the poor
feeling cold and tired, but elated and
residents who have nowhere to run or
somewhat emotional – touched by
hide and have to listen to me?!
people’s generosity towards the most
Yoav Amit handing out balloons
vulnerable members of society. A truly
The staff were very welcoming and pointed
to children who had donated
life-affirming experience and one I intend
me in the direction of the lounge where some
to repeat this year.
wonderful singing was going on.

Time for my mitzvah; I shuffled in and introduced myself and
told them what I was going to play. In the meantime the
audience were now asleep except one. However, she was
not a resident but one of the carers ... and she applauded
enthusiastically ... optimist, she hasn’t heard me play yet.

Stars of the show: Maya and Leila in their Mitzvah Day
T-shirts which came down to their ankles, running up and
down dispensing chocolates to all and sundry and, of course,
everyone who was generous enough to donate.

“

I sat outside and heard Marilyn Keston performing. She was
very good and very professional; backing tracks, shiny black
and chrome electrical stuff... recorders, mics, amps etc. all very
upmarket. I, on the other hand, had this rusty old box circa
1922... it’s the only thing I own that’s older than me.

Sara Cohen

The mind-blowing amount of food amassed

By the end of the first line one of the audience had woken
up and was in full voice, note and word perfect ...
magnificent ... but my joy was short lived because at the end
of the second verse he was asleep again. Still we both had
our moment of glory.
I struggled to the end of the performance and the awake
carer assured me it was very enjoyable: she told me she
even saw some toes twitching in time to the music.
Somebody woke up and clapped; better late than never.
Mission completed, mitzvah completed?... Hmmm, I don’t
know about that, but at least I was asked to come back!!

“

Syd Pochin
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Aberdeen University Jewish Society

T

his year, Aberdeen University’s Jewish Students’
Society (Aberdeen JSoc) of which I served as
Vice President, was presented with an award for
developing JSoc of the year.

Together with Exeter JSoc, the Aberdeen JSoc
committee were given recognition for efforts towards
growth and development of the JSoc, making
Aberdeen a great city for Jewish students and young
professionals to live in. Together with 3 other Jewish
students we re-established Aberdeen JSoc in 2013.
Numbers have continued to rise, with 17 regularly
participating members and with many more passive
members.

“

I have been a part of Central Synagogue almost
since birth. My mother used to take me to sit with
her in the ladies gallery during services and I
regularly took part in children's services. At 13 I
had the pleasure of celebrating my Bar Mitzvah
here and since then I have made close friends with
other members of the community. During my time
so far, Central Synagogue has given me the
opportunity to develop my Jewish identity which
played a significant part in the formation the
Jewish student's society in Aberdeen.

“

by Daniel Perlmutter

Aberdeen JSoc has also hosted many events ranging
from Shabbat meals and Festival celebrations to Israel
engagement talks, Hebrew classes and Holocaust
memorial events which were well received by
participants.
It’s a great university!
For those who wish to get in contact, do visit our
Facebook group:
Aberdeen Jewish Society (Aberdeen J-Soc).
All UJS award winners this academic year
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Daniel
Perlmutter
with Rabbi
Yossi
Bodenheim,
Student
Chaplain for
Scotland

SHABBAT UK

O

ur Shabbat UK celebrations last November were partnered with the lovely community at New West End Synagogue to
create an even greater feeling of togetherness for this wonderful world-wide initiative.

We were invited over to Bayswater on the Thursday night to bake Challah with a group of 40 people led by the Vice Chair of

NWE, Felicity Miller. Some of the tasty products of the evening were served at a lovely bumper Kiddush/lunch on Shabbat with
some warming chulent and kugel. After Shabbat, Central hosted a glow-stick lit Havdalah Sing-along Service followed by a
Melave Malka. It was a lovely relaxed way to round off the set of events, with snacks, singing and a movie for the kids.
Save the date for Shabbat UK 2017: 27-28 October

Marilyn Keston and Rosalie
Stevens knead their dough

Inez Benjamin showing
her plaiting prowess
Su Harris,
Ruth Peterová and
Noemie Grillard
Zohra Keston’s second Shabbat
UK challah baking experience

Jonathan and Rafaella Leas with
their Granny Selma Bakst

Jonathan Leas with friends

The crowd enjoying a singalong led by
Steven Leas, Marc Joseph, Juan Schehtman
and Rev Ari Cohen
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All Shidduchs Lead to Rome…
by Steven Leas

W

hen Laurent Elmalem, the official French
Ambassador to the Central Synagogue, arranges
anything, you are sure to have a great event.

And so it was with his wedding to Evy Khabie whom he was
introduced to by Rabbi Marcus at our Synagogue.
After a lot of negotiations and decisions, it was decided that
the wedding would take place in the eternal city of Rome.
Friends and family came from all over the world for this
simcha, which turned out to be the wedding of the century.
It all started with a magnificent service in the famous Rome

We were treated to a Friday evening Moroccan service led by
a number of different people, but special mention must be
made of Moshe Louk, the most famous Moroccan Chazan
today, who flew in from Israel for the simcha.
Moroccans don’t do anything by halves, and the services were
mini Yom Kippurs given their length but the beauty and love
of the people and service made it feel most memorable.
Singing went on for a number of hours on the Friday evening
with everyone feeling totally in awe.
By Shabbat lunchtime we had eaten so much we were nervous
we wouldn’t be able to eat any more but we managed another
delicious four course meal.

Synagogue. There were about 7 Rabbis and 3 Chazanim
officiating. There was a mixture of French, English, Moroccan
and Italian songs, and this all took place while Rome
experienced a heat wave of near 40 degrees Celsius.

Seuda shlishit, the third Shabbat meal, brought with it more
food and Shabbat ended with a magnificent Moroccan havdalah.

Just when we thought things couldn’t get better, we were
taken by coach to a beautiful villa overlooking the city of
Rome for an evening of dancing and lots of eating, as well as
a fireworks display that made New Year’s Eve in Times Square
look very average. The party ended at around 2:30 am.
The next day was Friday and thus preparations for Shabbat.
As if it wasn’t enough to have a grand party of 220 people on
the previous evening, there was now a Shabbat dinner for 200
people.

Laurent and Evy organised a Saturday evening party at the
hotel to end the lovely weekend.
Rome has around 15,000 Jews at present with the historic
Jewish Ghetto lined with many kosher restaurants frequented
by Jews and non-Jews alike. Apart from the obvious pizza and
pasta dishes, Rome is also known for its Roman Artichokes as
well as Suppli, which is a fried Mozzarella and Rice Ball.
Needless to say we all came home a fair bit bigger.
What a fairy-tale wedding and amazing time had by all and we
all look forward to the first anniversary back in the Eternal City.
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Purim 2017
Shul, Shul, crazy Shul,
Get cool, Shul.
Feeling frisky, drink some whisky

We enjoyed some wonderful Purim celebrations this year!
We teamed up with New West End Synagogue for Purim eve in
Bayswater and after a wonderful megillah reading by Rabbi
Freedman, we were wowed by the very well-rehearsed singers who
presented the Musical ‘West End Story’ conducted by Marc Joseph.
The popular songs included: ‘I feel Jewish’, ‘Shul’ (excerpt above)
and ‘Aliya’.

Great Portland Street’s cool.
There’s a Rav
We’ve got to have, a sermon or two.

The show was followed by a lovely Purim supper. We thank the
New West End community for such a warm welcome and hope to
enjoy many more events together in the future.

Marcus down, no need to frown,
There’ll be something in the drosh for you…

Our fab
entertainer with
the winner of our
‘sweet jar’
competition!

In the morning, Central had the pleasure of hosting members of
New West End, West End Great and Western Marble Arch
Synagogues. After Rabbi Rosenfeld’s
most enjoyable megillah reading, we
were invited to the Wolfson Hall for a
spectacular party for everyone. With
plenty of brunch items on offer, a
fancy dress parade and a most creative
balloon artist and magician for the
children, all were well catered for, and
the atmosphere was so friendly and
inviting. Enjoy the photos!

Fancy Dress parade

Cruella and one of
her Dalmatians

The ‘West End Story’ performers
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BARBECUE!

W

e enjoyed ourselves immensely at the annual Central Lag B’Omer Barbecue, and were especially lucky to
have a lovely warm sunny Spring day for it.

It was particularly nice to be made to feel so at home, and able to catch up with the many friends and acquaintances
that we have made over the years. We were also very pleased to see how well attended the event was.

Now to allude to the key feature of the BBQ, the food!
The burgers, ribs, kebabs, chicken and steak were grilled to perfection, and our thanks must go to Yoav who worked
so hard serving up an absolutely delicious lunch. If he ever decides he
Michael Fishberg and Fay Sandler
would like a change of vocation, he will not have any problems in finding a
enjoying the sunshine
job as a short order cook.
The salads and fruit were beautifully presented, and there was no shortage
of condiments to appeal to everybody’s taste.
The wines, juices and soft drinks added the finishing touches to a perfect day.
Our gratitude and appreciation goes out to everybody involved in making
the day such a success, and we look forward to the Central Barbecue 2018.
Anita and Neil Rosenthal

Anita and Neil Rosenthal

Rosalie Stevens, Su Harris and
Steven Leof enjoying their meal
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Susan and Kenny Arfin and
granddaughter

Yoav manning
the BBQ

Yonah and Meir Levison

Apsley House-The magnificent home of the Duke of Wellington

W

e have wanted to join one of the many interesting visits organised by the shul over the last 12 months, but
other commitments have stopped us doing so, until we saw the visit in May to Apsley House.

Well the wait was worth it. What an absolute treasure Apsley
House is set in the heart of London. Together with a small but
intimate group of other interested Shul members, we arrived
on a rainy morning to be greeted by the magnificent home of
the Admiralty’s most famous son, the Duke of Wellington.

We were welcomed by an enthusiastic team looking after this
outstanding stately home that has become one of the best
kept secrets in London. Located on Hyde Park Corner, Apsley
House was built in 1771 in a neoclassical style by Robert Adams.

allowed), you can be transformed back in time with a set of
headphones and a pre-recorded guide of the house taking
you from one magnificent room to the other as you will see
from the photos.
The audio descriptions make you feel that you have gone
back in time, and joined Wellington at one of his famous and
highly coveted military dinners where his commanders and
senior personnel would be invited to share stories of their
exploits and talk of forthcoming engagements.
Whilst we were there we were treated to a talk by one of the
resident experts, who explained who might have attended
one of the military dinners. He expertly described the scene of
who was ranked the highest, who might have lost a limb at a
recent encounter, and why being invited to one of these
gatherings was considered such an honour.

However, in 1819 it was remodelled on a grand scale by
Benjamin Dean Wyatt for the Duke of Wellington. The house
today broadly follows this original style and design.
The house is a masterful design and captures the incredible
detail of the period. Its sweeping staircase with a magnificent
statue of Napoleon as Mars the Peacemaker at its foot, is just
one of some 3,000 pieces of priceless fine paintings,
sculptures, and works of art fashioned in silver, porcelain, with
porphyry, batons, swords and orders from around the world
that were given to Britain's greatest military hero by grateful
emperors, tsars and kings, on display.

To say Apsley House is like stepping back in time is an
understatement. If you want to spend a few hours lost in time
or a whole day it would be a wonderful way of learning about
one of Britain's greatest military heroes.
Tracy (Mr) and Edwina Benjamin

For a very modest charge of £9.30 (there is also a stunning
book of photos you can buy for £5 as well, as no pictures are
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US IN THE CITY

WEEKDAY LUNCH TIME SHIURIM AT THE CENTRAL
By Meir Leibe ben Baruch

T

he first of the lectures I attended was entitled “The
Oldest Building Regulations in the world” and was
given by Rabbi Liss, from Highgate Synagogue.

The Mincha service had just finished and 16 city workers
stayed behind for the event. I was surprised that so many
busy professionals had the time to spare but soon realised
that Roger Cohen’s Minestrone soup was on the lunch menu:
hence the larger attendance.
Rebbetzen Ilana Epstein

The Shiur was most interesting, particularly to the property
developers who imbibed every word. Rabbi Liss, who was
involved in the recent rebuilding of Highgate Shul, has
become an authority on the multitude of Halachic do’s and
don’ts that apply to Building Regulations. Of particular interest
are those laws to be observed for permitting building work on
a Shabbat in certain circumstances.
“Christmas in the Jewish Tradition” was the subject chosen
by Rabbi Liss a few weeks later. The attendees spent a
fascinating 40 minutes enjoying this lecture which was all the
more enjoyable because the participants could relate to the
concept of a secular holiday in which we, as Jews should
respect the religious practises of other
faiths. Many questions were posed to
which the Rabbi provided explanations that
gave us numerous thoughts to take home.

Jerusalem is a subject that could provide endless shiurim as it
can be viewed from a myriad of angles by all religions. Forty
minutes was barely enough to discuss the origin of the name
itself. However the topic of “The blessing we have enjoyed for
the past 50 years” was briefly touched upon as was “The
centrality of Jerusalem and the Temple to Judaism”.
A million questions were waiting to be asked but
unfortunately there was only time for a few. The audience
were held in rapt attention as these were answered with an
exhaustive knowledge of the subject by Rabbi Liss who had
lived and studied in Jerusalem for many years.

The next shiur “Jerusalem at 50: What
would Judaism look like without
Jerusalem” was the 3rd shiur and was
again given by Rabbi Liss.

Rabbi Jonny Hughes

Rabbi Nicky Liss
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Other lecturers involved in ‘US in
the City’ at Central Synagogue are
Dayan Elimelech Vanzetta,
Rebbetzen Ilana Epstein and Rabbi
Jonny Hughes. Both women and
men are invited to attend to enjoy
this free lunch-time session.

WEST END GREAT SYNAGOGUE’S
HISTORICAL TIES TO CENTR AL
By Meryl Cohen

W

est End Great Synagogue has been formally
associated with Central since March 2016;
however, I was intrigued to discover that the
connection between the two Synagogues actually goes
much further back. In many ways the Dean Street
community has come full circle since being resident
here at Great Portland Street.

The original Central was set up as an annexe of the Great
Synagogue in 1848, and the Synagogue building was opened
on this site in 1870. When this building was consecrated, Sir
Moses Montefiore, who was then 85 years old, opened the
Ark. It was very much a grand Anglo-Jewish occasion, and
re-launched the Central as the leading Synagogue in the
West End. Sir Anthony de Rothschild was one of the first
wardens, and it was fashionable for the Rothschilds to hold
their weddings there. Sadly, on 10 May 1941, this building
was destroyed by bombs during an air-raid.
The West End Great Synagogue was originally linked to the
West End Talmud Torah, started in 1880 at Green Court in
Soho. At that time, the Jews of Soho were small shopkeepers, factory workers or just poor, newly arrived
immigrants. They were mostly tailors or semi-skilled workers
in the garment-making workshops – very different from the
wholesalers in the fashion business still centred on Great
Portland Street and Margaret Street – on the other side of
Oxford Street.

In 1915, a fund was set up to provide clothing and footwear
for “the Jewish poor in the district”, and in 1918 a “Distress
and Loan Fund” was instituted to assist needy members of
the congregation.
This was indicative of the needs of members at this time.
Indeed, some have considered the Soho Jewish community as
having more in common with the East End Jews, rather than
the Jewish community across the divide of Oxford Street;
certainly in respect to ethnicity, Soho’s narrow streets also
contained Italians and Chinese, similar to the East End
“melting pot” of arrivals.
By 1916, the Synagogue moved to Manette Street in Soho,
behind the large Foyle’s bookshop which is still in Charing
Cross Road. In 1926, the Scala Theatre was used for an
overflow Service for the High Holydays to contain the
greatly enlarged membership. The congregation moved to
21 Dean Street in 1941, but the building was damaged by
bombs in the last years of the war. It was re-opened in
1950, and after having amalgamated with the smaller Beth
Hasepher congregation, was subsequently known as the
West End Great Synagogue. It was decided to close the
building and move as there were very few, if any, members
still living in Soho itself. In 1996 the Shul moved to the Beth
Hamedrash at Western Marble Arch synagogue. In 2016 it
moved to the Central Synagogue, which in many ways is
coming full circle.
I have spoken to one of our members, Betty Dubell, who is
now ninety one years old. She was from the Podemsky family
and married in to the Dubelstein family, who later changed
their name to Dubell; they were both large West End families.
Before the Second World War in the 1930s she went to the
Cheder at Central, and her brother Jack Podemsky sang in
The Central Shul choir as a boy. The families lived just off
Tottenham Court Road and also in Hanson Street, which was
much nearer to Central. Betty’s nephew was married in the
Central Synagogue, as it was considered a nicer place to get
married than the old Dean Street Shul building.

Rev Ari and Meryl Cohen
with daughter Tamara

Certainly, for Betty and some others who remember the West
End of old, there are happy memories of the Jewish
community coming together. Being Jewish in the West End
should unite us all, regardless of Synagogue affiliation, and
we look forward to many more years of association and
comradeship with the two Synagogues.
S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 7 • Ti s h re i 5 7 7 8
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DANIELLE SONNENFIELD

W

hen visiting Israel earlier this year, I was impressed

When she finished her year at Schneider, she began

and moved by a supplement in the Jerusalem Post

volunteering at Acco at the centre for at risk teens. But she

detailing the volunteering activities of a young

couldn’t keep away from Schneider.

lady, who had unfortunately been killed in a road traffic

accident at the tender age of just 20 years old.

Another place she volunteered was Beit Oranit, a hostel for
families of children with cancer where people can stay whilst

During her short life, she made a great impression with her

their relatives are undergoing treatment.

acts of kindness and her voluntary work.
I find it awe inspiring that one so young could have achieved
After she left Lustig High School in Ramat Gan, she was the

so much in such a short life. She had planned to study

only student in her grade who decided to do national service

medicine.

rather than go to a seminary or university.
Her father is a philanthropist and has set up a foundation in
She chose volunteering as her national service and worked as

her memory. (Danielle Sonnenfeld Foundation –

a volunteer for youngsters fighting cancer in the Oncology

www.kerendanielle.org/eng)

Department at the Schneider Children’s Medical Centre in
Petah Tikva. At the time of the accident, she had just

You can commit acts of kindness from a really early age and

dropped two teenagers from the Golan at their homes who

we should learn from this.

had taken a break from treatment at Schneider.
I have chosen to write this article about Danielle as I was so
She must have been such a remarkable girl because after her

impressed with what she achieved.

death, her father was told that one lone soldier, Max, with
leukaemia, would only accept medicine and food from
Danielle. After his death, without telling anyone, Danielle
would visit Max’s grave once a month to say psalms.
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Daphne Schogger

Photos from the YEAR
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CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE SUPPER QUIZ

W

hen I was asked to write a brief article about the

they are serial and serious quizzers (I guess at least she

Shul supper quiz for the magazine this year, I was

didn’t call us serial killers!) but this is totally untrue!

rather hesitant and very reluctant to say the least.

The quiz is a lot of fun and definitely not to be taken too

The quiz was held on Sunday 5th February and as usual was

seriously. I count myself lucky if I can personally answer a

well attended.

few questions correctly. There is great enjoyment to be had
on the night as table upon table tries to answer the questions

The reason for my lack of alacrity is that my table has won

set by our diligent and extremely intelligent quiz masters.

the quiz three times in the last four years. We didn’t win it in
2015 but then I wasn’t able to attend the quiz that year.

The food is always of a high standard and my friends

I don’t want to give the impression that my table are made

normally remark on the fact that our Shul actually uses china

up of competitive quizzers who sit week in week out

plates and wine glasses which is apparently unheard of in

swotting up on quiz questions months in advance for the

other Shuls!

Central Synagogue’s Supper Quiz, nor do I want you to think
that we all have incredibly high Mensa IQs. In fact, contrary

Please do think about coming along to the 2018 quiz to try

to popular belief my table usually consists of people I can

to take our crown away from us. I would prefer it if you

cobble together at the last minute to come to support the

didn’t win because I have three matching mugs in my

event and they never seem to be the same people each year!

kitchen cupboard and I would like to try to enlarge the set!

I have to place this fact on record as I actually overheard

Happy quizzing everyone!

someone last year before the quiz started, telling someone
on her table that Juliet Moss’s table always wins because

JULIET MOSS

The winning team!
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CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE LADIES by Sara Cohen

C

entral’s Ladies’ Guild has continued to provide

Although our kiddushim and events look effortless, nothing

Shabbat kiddushim, as well as Yom Tov kiddushim,

would be possible without the invaluable help of many

and it is gratifying that we receive a lot of praise from

people, so thank you to Nicola Burns, Margaret Grant, Coral

everyone. For the first time, we also provided a Kiddush on

Jowell, Adrienne Phillips, Terry Samek, and also to Carole

Rosh Hashanah. It seems that the only Yom Tov we do not

Murray who makes regular phone calls to elderly and unwell

provide a Kiddush is Yom Kippur! We again organised the

members of the Shul.

annual first night Succot dinner in the Succah and the Purim
breakfast, both of which were very well attended and, by all
accounts, greatly enjoyed.

Of course, a huge thank you goes to Mary and her team
who make sure that everything is perfect, whether it be a
normal Shabbat Kiddush, a large celebratory one or any

This year’s quiz supper was, again, a very successful event

other event, and also an enormous thank you to Douglas,

and the money raised will help us provide kiddushim during

Louise and Sylvia who keep everything in order and for

the year, buy items needed by the Ladies’ Guild and the

whom nothing is ever too much trouble.

Shul, and make our annual charitable donations, thereby
benefitting the wider community. I thank everyone who

Finally, I must thank Roz, Daphne and Raquel who have

attended and those who so generously donated raffle prizes.

continued to support me over the past year, and very special

Next year’s quiz supper will probably be a much scaled down

Treasurer. Welcome back to Adrienne, who has stepped into

thanks to Daphne who has decided to stand down as
event due to the building works which are scheduled to start

the breach and very kindly agreed to take on the role of

in January.

Treasurer again.
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BRIDGE TIPS

by Harold Schogger

SILENCE IS GOLDEN TIME by Harold Schogger
Sometimes Everybody loves to bid and sometimes they bid when they shouldn’t and don’t bid when they should.
This article deals with three distinct situations when I think it is mandatory to Stay Shtum and NO BID.
1. If the opponents open 1 of anything and you were just about to open 1NT (12-14 points) then you say nothing – there
is no feasible overcall with this hand once the opposition have opened. You are not shapely enough to say Double, so
JUST PASS.
2. The opponents open 1NT and you were about to open 1NT yourself, then you JUST PASS and let them get on with it.

3. The opponents open 1♥ and you were about to open 1♥ yourself so you
JUST PASS. You are at conflict with the opposition so don’t get involved.

On our featured hand from a recent Hubert Phillips match, West opened 1♦
and sitting North with my balanced hand I passed. There was no further
bidding and my partner and I collected +200 for taking it two off.
In the other room the opponents bid (which I don’t think they should have
done) and bid to 3NT, after the 1♦ Opening bid and then misplayed it and
went three down for another +300 to our team.
As it happens 3NT does make although I don’t think it should be bid.
Once West bids, North South should make 3NT by playing a low Heart
from South. On the bidding
West must have the Ace,
so play West for singleton
Ace or doubleton Ace and
now declarer eventually
prevails with 3 Spades
(taking the marked finesse
of the Jack), 2 Hearts, 2
Diamonds and 2 Clubs.

We’ll take the weight
g
VɈ`V\YZOV\SKLYZ
Z
When there’s nowhere else to
turn, Paperweight can help you
[HRLJVU[YVSVM`V\YÄUHUJPHS
SLNHSHUKHKTPUPZ[YH[P]LHќHPYZ
020 8455 4996
www.paperweighttrust.com

*OHYP[`9LNPZ[YH[PVU5V
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Harold Schogger

0208 905 3877

www.haroldschogger.com
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Rosh Hashanah is a time of reflection and
resolution. Having been elected as United
Synagogue

 President
 in July, I have
 been
 doing
 my



fair share of reflection over the last couple of months.
The Jewish year of 5777 has certainly been one of
membership and so I encourage everyone to consider

achievement for The US. We have made great strides

ways in which they can play a part to take our local

forward in welcoming new communities as full members

communities
this year.

 to new
 heights



 implementation
 
 of a wide
 range

and have continued
the

 





of priorities identified in our Strategic Review. However,
There are numerous opportunities for individuals of all

there is of course much more still to be done.

ages to get involved. There is something for everyone,
whether volunteering with US Community Cares groups,

Having renewed our Trustee Board, the hard work is well
under way as we look to build on the excellent work of









 







our predecessors Stephen Pack and his Trustees. I am

working within our schools as a governor or taking on a



leadership role within your local community.

relishing this challenge and look forward to working with
Each one of us brings something different to the table

our fantastic staff and fellow Trustees to achieve this.

and all our skills are needed to improve our communities.
In my manifesto I listed a number of key issues that I am









 





If we are to make only one resolution this Rosh Hashanah



determined to address during my term as President. These
range from providing greater support to our communities

 as much
 of our time to others as possible,
let it be to give
evoking the words of our sages:

and working on communal challenges, to maximising
opportunities amongst our rabbinate and schools, as well
US. There are so many
 as for women,
 Tribe and Young



 
ways we can engage our members with inclusive modern

v orthodoxy and I am determined to do all I can to build a
strong future for our community.















 

“If I am not for myself who will be for me and if I am
only for myself, what am I? And if not now, when?”









Wishing you all the best for a Shana



 

Tova U’Metuka – a happy, healthy and
sweet new year.







As we look ahead to 5778, I believe we should focus on

Michael Goldstein,

achieving success
as its

together. The
 US is only as strong


US President
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
October 2017 / Tishrei 5778

I

n my New Year message 12 months ago I wrote that 2016
had been the most tumultuous year in British political life in
living memory. This year has been barely less eventful with
a surprise General Election producing an even bigger
surprise, resulting in the turbulence of a hung Parliament,
coalition negotiations and a shaky start to talks with the EU over
the future of the United Kingdom in Europe.

Through this period of political uncertainty the Board of Deputies
has represented the Jewish community with a clear and calm
voice. We produced our Jewish Manifesto for the election
campaign, a document newly updated for 2017 with its detailed
advocacy of the policies of interest and concern to UK Jews. We
asked politicians to support our 10 Commitments – the policies
which we consider crucial on everything from education and
religious freedoms to the Middle East. We sent out a copy of the
Jewish Manifesto to every prospective parliamentary candidate
and received a large and supportive response including video
messages from the Prime Minister and the leaders of the next
three largest parties.
Our approach to politics is bipartisan. We do not support any
single party but we do hold politicians to account. In a year
characterised by a shameful upsurge in antisemitism in British
politics we continue to call on party leaders to act swiftly to
expunge hatred wherever it rears its ugly head. Former Liberal
Democrat Leader Tim Farron acted swiftly to expel David Ward,
a man with a track record of antisemitic statements. We call on
Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn to act in a decisive manner during
this coming year against the scourge of antisemitism which has
plagued his party. And whenever we discover antisemitism in the
Conservative and other parties, be in no doubt that we act in a
similarly robust manner.
This year, having been thwarted for 12 years, criminal murderers
finally managed to claim innocent lives in our country – at
Westminster, in Manchester, at London Bridge and Finsbury Park.
I am sickened by the extremists who are prepared to kill children
to further their depraved views. The attacks by Islamist extremists
on concert goers and random pedestrians and the attack on
worshippers outside a mosque in north London, lend an urgency
to my longstanding commitment to building bridges with Muslim
communities. It is vital that we have the relationships that allow us
to share sometimes difficult opinions with one another, as well as
making joint progress on our issues of common concern. It is
crucial to strengthen the moderate centre and marginalise the
extremists.
So I have travelled the country speaking to Muslim communities –
so far including London, Bradford, Leicester, Leeds and
Birmingham. And we don’t just exchange pleasantries over tea
and biscuits, we go straight for the toughest topics: hate crime,
violent extremism and religious values.
This country is not the only one to suffer the tragedy of extremist
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murder this year. Israel has also lost innocent Jews, Christians and
Muslims to terror attacks this year. And of course the difference
between Israel and the UK is that Israel has never had respite from
those whose mission it is to subvert the democracy of the world’s
only Jewish state. While the ramming of tourists and commuters
on Westminster Bridge made the world’s headlines, similar attacks
in Israel have often not even warranted a passing mention on the
evening news. We at the Board of Deputies stand resolutely
behind Israel, whether it is speaking at demonstrations, making
the case in the media, challenging BDS or supporting grassroots
advocacy organisations and Christian allies. We leave nobody in
any doubt as to our commitment.
While our enemies continue to promote terror and division, we
have been unstinting in our desire for peace. This year, we
launched the pioneering 'Invest in Peace' programme with church
umbrella body Churches Together in Britain and Ireland to
support Israelis and Palestinians who reach across the divide for
reconciliation. Our first series of events in London in May drew
300 Jews, Christians, Muslims and people of no faith to the cause,
and we are already planning the next series of events in
Manchester, Leeds and Glasgow for later this year.
At home, we have continued to interact through all levels of
government, from desk officers to secretaries of state, and we
have worked internationally through our relations with foreign
embassies and links with our Jewish partner organisations
overseas. Our highly successful series of seminars for local
councillors on Jewish issues took us to Manchester and
Newcastle/Gateshead this year, with events in Leeds, Birmingham
and London to follow in 2018.
We have staunchly defended Jewish schools and Jewish education
in both the mainstream and Charedi sectors. Our efforts are also
outward looking – the Jewish Living Experience exhibition has
travelled around the country and informed thousands of nonJewish children and adults about our way of life. Our research
partnership with the Institute of Jewish Policy Research has borne
fruit, with ground-breaking new reports on Jewish schools and
patterns of affiliation to the synagogue movements, releasing data
that is vital for planning for our community's future.
In 5778 we will continue to
represent your interests and
wishes as a democratically
elected and accountable
organisation. May this New Year
bring you, your families and all
of Am Yisrael health, strength
and peace.

Jonathan Arkush

Sport isn’t only about
winning medals
It’s
the

VICTORY

of the SPIRIT
Beit Halochem enabled Hanoch Budin to realise his dreams.
He is not only one of Israel’s war heroes, but also one of
Israel’s greatest sporting heroes. Your donation will vastly
improve the lives of veterans like Hanoch.
Beit Halochem is the only official organisation in Israel to
meet the needs of the 51,000 wounded soldiers.
Each of the four rehabilitation Centres offers its members
a wide range of physical, sporting, social and creative
activities as well as emotional support for them and their
families.
We urge you to visit one of our Centres and see the life
changing work being carried out daily.
Each donation will make a huge difference to the lives of
the veterans.

£315
£630
£840
£1,000

Hanoch Budin

Hydrotherapy Equipment
Bicycle for Riding Club
Table Tennis Table
Pilates Apparatus

Beit Halochem Veteran and Elite Swimming Champion
With Eight Paralympic Medals

Tel: +44 20 8458 2455 Email: info@bhuk.org Web: www.bhuk.org
Registered Charity Number 1146950

The Morning Minyan
We, the members of the Morning Minyan, send our very best wishes for a very happy, healthy and peaceful New Year to our esteemed
Rabbi Marcus, the Officiants, Honorary Officers and all the members of the Central Synagogue.
Yoav Amit

Roger Cohen

Andy Graham

Raymond Laren

Peter Ohrenstein

Philip Sandzer

David Arad

Simon Cohen

Malcolm Green

Melvin Lawson

Anthony Osoff

Stanley Salter

Kevin Arenson

Stephen Davis

Billy Grossman

Stewart Laitner

Daniel Peltz

Maurice Shamash

Adam Arnold

Russell Dunstan

Ilan Gutkin

Jonathan Leas

Mark Phillips

Leslie Shull

Colin Baker

Leon Dwek

Norman Gutkin

Steven Leas

Martyn Pizer

Geoffrey Simmonds

David Baker

Leonard Fertleman

Steve Haffner

Edward Lee

Jonathan Plant

Michael Sinclair

Jonathan Barnett

Simon Finberg

Paul Harrison

Jerry Lederman

Sydney Pochin

Neil Sinclair

Simon Barnett

Laurence Finger

Peter Hoffman

Craig Levison

Paul Rayden

Abner Solland

Daniel Baum

Aron Freedman

Michael Howard

Julian Lewis

Darren Richards

Jon Spain

Michael Bayer

Clive Freedman

David Judah

Michael Lewis

Ellis Richards

Stuart Stanton

Zak Bentley

Malcolm Freiberger

Chuni Kahan

Steven Livingston

Michael Richards

Jonathan Stein

Harris Bor

Philip Freiberger

Melvin Kay

Paul Martin

Westley Richards

Simon Stone

Gary Burns

Nigel Gee

Philippe Katz

Jonathan Metliss

Joel Rockman

Ben Tamary

Eric Charles

Ben-Shalom Gentely

Lloyd Keisner

Jeffrey Nedas

Sam Rogoff

Barry Townsley

Marcos Chazan

Roger Gibbons

Peter Koritschoner

John Newman

Richard Rosenberg

Jeremy Trent

Ari Cohen

Stanley Goldstein

David Kosky

Michael Norton

Bob Rubin

Joe Weston

The Morning Minyan has often been commented on by visitors as being the most friendly and successful minyan that they have
attended. It is renowned for its magnificent breakfasts given by members to celebrate Rosh Chodesh, Yahrzeits, celebrations of happy
events and on other occasions just because members enjoy having breakfasts together! ‘Membership’ is free and you qualify simply by
turning up! Come along and enjoy a great experience.
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SOCIAL & Personal
Welcome to New Members
• Chaim and Selma Bakst
• Andrea and Melvyn Druian
• Simon Jacob
• Jacqueline Levene

Rosh Hashanah 5778

• Lynne and John Newman on the birth

Marriages.

Mazeltov to the

families of:

of a grandson
• Pamela and Colin Wagman on the birth
of a granddaughter

• Victoria and Jonathan Gilbert
• Evy Khabie and Laurent Elmalem

• Ruth, Lady Wolfson on the birth of a
great grandson

• Romy Lewis and Joel Shamash

• Laurel Milwid

• Alice and Gary Millner

• Michael Richards

• Anne and Clive Moss on the marriage

• Nicole and Leo Scheiner
• Caroline Sharron
• Sally and Jeremy Stone
• Georgina Townsley

Births. Mazeltov to the following
parents and their families:
• Annabel and Jimmy Ayad on the birth
of a daughter
• Malena and James Fishberg on the birth
of a son
• Jules and Adam Gishen on the birth of
a daughter
• Kelsey and Matthew Levy on the birth
of a son
• Rebecca and David Marks on the birth

Bar Mitzvahs.

Mazeltov to:

• Curtis Bushell

Bereavements. Condolences go

• Samuel Chazan

to the families of the following

• Vincent Cohen

members who have passed away in

• Jonathan Leas

the past year:

• Blake Waxley
• Judith Leon on the Bar Mitzvah of her
grandson
• Rabbi Marcus on the Bar Mitzvah of his

granddaughter
• Hilary Conway on the birth of a
granddaughter
• Janet De Botton on the birth of a

• Pamela and Clive Saron on the Bar
Mitzvah of their grandson
• Sylvia Shine on the Bar Mitzvah of her
grandson Eliav

birth of a grandson
• Lois and Philip Gishen on the birth of a
granddaughter
• Stephanie and Anthony Harris on the
birth of a grandson
• David Green on the birth of a grandson
• Cheryl and Stuart Lewis on the birth of
a granddaughter
• Zea Lewis on the birth of a great
granddaughter
• Laura and Julian Konviser on the birth
of a grandson
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• Leah Berkowitz
• Bernice Burr

• Bertha Glenton
• Brian Goldstein
• Ivor Goletka
• Gertrude Harris
• Beverley Michaels
• Pat Rosenfeld

Bat Mitzvahs.

Mazeltov to:

• Beatrice Tabor

• Charlotte Gishen

• Maisie Tapper

• Mika Kaye

• Kenneth Taylor

• Natasha Moss

Condolences go to: the

• Hannah Schogger

following members who have lost

grandson
• Elaine and Michael Fishberg on the

• Phyllis Branston

• Nessim Cohen

grandson Benaya

• Nicole and Daniel Newman on the birth
• Louise and Isaac Behar on the birth of a

to Ian Arad

• Ben Zachary Arenson

of a son
of a son

of their granddaughter Victoria Martyn

loved ones in the past year:

Engagements.

Mazeltov to:

• Madeleine Burns on her engagement to
Joshua Marcon
• Nicola and Gary Burns on Madeleine’s
engagement to Joshua Marcon
• David Martin on the engagement of his
daughter Nikki to Chuck
• Jonathan Metliss on the engagement of
his daughter Miriam to Roei Kaufman
• Lois Peltz on the engagement of her
granddaughter Madeleine Burns to
Joshua Marcon

• Arthur Bovarnick on the loss of his
Brother
• Anthony Caplan on the loss of
his Mother
• Bryan Cohen on the loss of his Mother
• Ze’ev Galibov on the loss of his Brother
• Susan Grant on the loss of her Father
• Betty Lawson on the loss of her Sister
• Laraine Lawrence on the loss of her
Mother
• Trudie Malawer on the loss of her Sister
• Rabbi Marcus on the loss of his Mother

• David Meller on the loss of his Father

• Naomi Press

• Michael Meyer on the loss of his Mother

• Cyril Shaw

• Clarice Shamash on the loss of her Sister

• Shirley Waxman

• Sylvia and Geoffrey Leigh
50th ANNIVERSARY
• Erica and Stuart Peters

Mazeltov to:
83rd BIRTHDAY
• Chaim Bakst

25th ANNIVERSARY

• Scarlett and Martin Reiss

• Nicola and Phillip Gee

• Jacqueline and Geoffrey Simmonds

• Wendy and Phillip Press

60th ANNIVERSARY
• Jacqueline and Eric Charles

90th BIRTHDAY

40th ANNIVERSARY

• Ze’ev Galibov

• Louise and Isaac Behar

Mazel Tov

• Betty Lawson

• Corinne and Lee Berger

• Jillian Ritblatt on receiving an OBE

THE CENTR AL
‘The Central’ is a major Central Synagogue initiative to create

• A new fully fitted kosher kitchen

a complete rebuild of the lower ground floor for the benefit of

• New toilets and cloakrooms

our members and the wider community.

• The Chief Rabbi’s London office and meeting rooms, with

Our Chairman, Barry Townsley together with Board Members

a dedicated entrance

Melvin Lawson, Stuart Lewis and Harvey Goldsmith (the Board

• New large reception/meeting rooms

Group) have been working together to oversee the design,

• Enclosing the Atrium

construction and fit out for the works to be carried out on the

• Storage areas

lower ground floor. This follows discussions with the United
Synagogue, The Chief Rabbi’s Office, Rabbi Marcus and the
Board Group to consider how to make best use of all of the
space on the lower ground floor.

The current cost for this venture will be approximately
£3 million of which £2.5 million has been raised or committed.
The work is due to start in 2018.

The start point of the project was re-siting and building a new
kitchen that was fit for purpose, not only for communal use,
but also for major events and social functions. Also, as most

We believe that building ‘The Central’ will not only significantly
enhance facilities for our Members, but will also guarantee
income which will sustain the future of the Synagogue.

Members are aware, all of the toilet facilities need
refurbishing.

We now need your help to bring the project to fruition.

Additionally, the Chief Rabbi has requested and raised

We have created the 5,000 Club and are looking for more

sufficient funds to rebuild part of the space into his new
offices and meeting rooms so he can be based in ‘Central
London’.

Members to donate £5,000, for which their names go on the
Members Board and an opportunity offered to use the facilities
for private hire at a discount. The money can be paid over
2 years.

The net result of the proposal will mean:
• A newly refurbished communal hall with a capacity of up
to 300, for functions or meetings

For further information contact Craig Levison in the
Shul Office.

Back page photographs:
From top left across: Alice Gishen, Charlotte Gishen, Chloe Ayad, Curtis Bushell, Victoria Martyn and Ian Arad, Raphael Leon, Samuel Chazan, Natasha Moss,
Blake Waxley, Isaiah Levy, Hannah Schogger, Yasha Fishberg
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