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FROM the R ABBI

Barry Marcus

MBE

Dear Congregants,
I pen this message on the eve of my departure after close to a quarter of a century in this
historic and iconic Synagogue and community.
I am, and have always been, acutely aware of its glorious history and often reflect on the
accumulated years of prayer, learning and events that have taken place here for nearly 150 years.
It has been a singular privilege to have served as Rabbi of this wonderful community.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support and commitment to
our community and hope that it will continue to flourish for many years with the help of the
many selfless and marvellous people who give of themselves to ensure a continued Jewish
presence in Central London.
On a personal note, I would like to sincerely thank and acknowledge the kindness and
generosity extended to me on the eve of my retirement.
Warmest wishes to all for a Shana Tova – a happy and healthy New Year.

Rabbi Barry Marcus MBE

EDITORS’ MESSAGE

Daphne Schogger and Raquel Amit

Welcome to the 5779 issue of Central – the magazine for all our members and friends.
As ever, we thank all the contributors and the many new contributors this year.
We have celebrated the 70th Birthday of Israel and this has been written about elsewhere
in the magazine. Theodor Herzl was the only one who believed an independent Jewish state
was possible. When he said “if you wish it – it is not a legend” he was considered a
delusional lunatic.
Much could be written about politics in our own country but we hope and pray that by the
time this magazine goes to print, we will have seen normality return and the spectre of
anti-Semitism disappear.
We thank Rabbi Marcus for his input and help regarding this magazine over the years.
His sound knowledge and voice of reason will be greatly missed.
We wish you a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.
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FROM the Box
It will not have escaped your attention that our dear Rabbi Marcus will be retiring this year. We will miss him for many
reasons, including for his wise counsel, steadying presence and enlightening sermons. Within this magazine you will find
a selection of photos and articles as a tribute to his 23 years at Central. We look forward to a large gathering on the 20th
October for his farewell Shabbat and Kiddush lunch, to which you are all invited. We wish him well in his retirement and
he knows he will always receive a warm welcome back at Central whenever he wishes to visit.
Our team of Honorary Officers remains: Chairman, Barry

congratulate him. We are so fortunate that he and Meryl

Townsley; Vice Chair, Melvin Lawson and Wardens Stuart

continue to make a valued presence in the community.

Lewis and Harold Schogger. Stanley Salter continues as
Financial Representative for the year to May 2019.

The Community Security Trust help to monitor the
building’s security throughout the year and mindful of the

Chazan Steven Leas continues to lead the congregation on

extra security problems that we have all faced this year, we

a weekly basis with his beautiful and uplifting voice and

thank them for doing this job in such difficult times.

will again be accompanied by the Central Synagogue Choir

Alongside Jayson Pillay and his guards, we are fortunate to

for the New Year and Yom Kippur services.

have a rota of Shul members who volunteer to keep us safe
whilst people are on the premises – please do listen to

The Children’s Services have continued to be much

them and follow their instructions.

enjoyed. The special Kiddush that the children “helped” to
arrange was a great success. The numbers of children

The office continues to run smoothly, thanks to

attending are continuing to grow and this is a real tribute

our Administrator Craig Levison, and Community

to the efforts of Raquel and Yoav Amit. We need

Development Officer, Raquel Amit. Thanks must also go to

youngsters to be involved in the Shul.

Douglas O’Halloran, our wonderful caretaker who continues
to help the Synagogue in many ways and whose welcoming

We thank Sara Cohen, Chairman of the Ladies Guild, and
her team, who continue to provide outstanding Kiddushim

face always greets us on Shabbat morning and of course his
weekday team; Louise McGinty and Sylvia Drimba.

for Shabbatot and Chagim. The annual Supper Quiz that
the Ladies Guild arranged was again very well attended: a

The plans for the redevelopment of the downstairs of the

tribute to the food, organisation and the fun everyone has.

Synagogue into a more user friendly space incorporating
an office for the Chief Rabbi are now coming to fruition.

Our appreciation goes to the Board of Management and
Synagogue Elders for their continued work and efforts for
the Synagogue. Several members retired at the AGM:
Carole Murray, Adrienne Phillips and Maurice Shamash

Hopefully, it won’t be too inconvenient when the building
works are ongoing and we ask that you bear with us
during this time as it will be worth waiting for! It’s a very
exciting time for us.

and we thank them so much for their input whilst in office.
We welcome the following new members onto the Board

Do let the office know if you or someone you know

of Management: Mervyn Druian, Ian Grant, Susan Grant

becomes unwell. The Chesed committee has expanded

and Daphne Schogger and look forward to seeing the

somewhat under the guidance of Susan Grant. Roger

impact they have going forward.

Cohen and Carole Murray are now joined by Valerie
Cohen, Diana Goldsmith, Susan Grant and Rosalie Stevens.

We much enjoyed celebrating Simchat Torah last year with

We thank them for their efforts.

Chatanim David Meller and Daniel Peltz, their families and
friends. The celebratory Kiddushim were brilliantly catered

We look forward to seeing you and greeting you in person

as usual by the Ladies Guild.

when you visit Central Synagogue in the year ahead.

Ari Cohen, from the West End Great Synagogue, has

We wish all our members a ‘Happy and Healthy 5779 and

attained Semicha during the last year and we heartily

well over the Fast’.
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The Chief Rabbi’s Rosh Hashanah Message 5779

$WWKHKHLJKWRIRXU+LJK+RO\GD\VHUYLFHVZHZLOOGHFODUHȊ3HQLWHQFH3UD\HUDQG&KDULW\FDQDYHUWWKHHYLO
GHFUHHȋ:HZLOOUHFRJQLVHWKDWSUD\HULVDFHQWUDOIXQGDPHQWDODQGWUDQVIRUPDWLve ingredient of our Jewish
The Talmud
prescribes
blessingprayer
to be is
recited
upon seeing royalty: “Blessed are You, Lord our
experience.
According
to theaTalmud,
ȊZRUVKLSRIWKHKHDUWȋDQGRQHRIWKHSLOODUVXSRQZKLFKWKH
God,
King of the Universe, who has imparted of Your glory to flesh and blood”.
world
stands.

The the
Talmud
(Berachot
recounts
howprayer
the renowned
Rav Sheshet,
once
joined
During
past year
I have 58a)
enjoyed
wonderful
services insage,
numerous
communities
across
Great
throngs
as they In
lined
the months
streets in
anticipation
of the momentous
arrival and
of the
Britain
and of
thetownsfolk
Commonwealth.
recent
I have
begun engaging
with our Rabbis
other
King. A leaders
heretic to
mocked
Rabbi,
who
blind, since
he enthusiasm
would surely
beincluding,
able to for
community
explorethe
ways
in which
wewas
can stimulate
added
for not
tefilla,
appreciate
such
auspicious
event. Yet,
the audible
excitement
the crowd
increased
example,
seeking
to an
encourage
Batmitzvah
andwhen
Barmitzvah
celebrants
to haveofgreater
knowledge
of and
and the in
heretic
believed that the King’s appearance was imminent, Rav Sheshet told him that
proficiency
our tefillot.

he was mistaken – the King had not yet arrived. This sequence repeated itself a number of
until,
eventually,
to the astonishment of all around him, Rav Sheshet announced that the
Thetimes
Hebrew
term
tefilla, LVKRZHYHUVLJQLILFDQWO\GLIIHUHQWIURPWKH(QJOLVKȊSUD\HUȋZKLFKLVGHULYHGIURP
King
was
about
to
arrive
and, at the precise moment at which he passed, the Rabbi recited the
the Latin precari, meaning to beg or entreat. The root of tefilla is the HebUHZ ZRUG ȊSLOHLOȋ PHDQLQJ WR
prescribed blessing. The heretic was stunned by what he had witnessed. Rav Sheshet
judge. It is found in the Torah in situations in which action has been taken or an intervention has been
explained, “Earthly royalty is like heavenly royalty. God, who is the King of kings, is not found in
PDGH)RUH[DPSOHLQUHFRXQWLQJWKHIDPRXV%LEOLFDOVWRU\RI3LQFKDVȇLQWHUYHQWLRQZKHQKHHQFRXQWHUHGD
the wind, an earthquake or a fire, but ‘in a still small voice’” (I Kings 19:12). With this in mind, it
couple
LQ DQ DGXOWHURXV
UHODWLRQVKLSWKH
3VDOPV
VWDWHV
DPRG
3LQFKDV 9D\HIDOHOȇ Ȃ
was engaging
from the hushed
silence that
Rav Sheshet %RRN
knewRI
that
the king
hadȆ9D\D
indeed
arrived.
Ȋ3LQFKDVVWRRGXSDQGLQWHUYHQHGȋ

I was reminded of this passage a few months ago, when I was privileged to accompany HRH

From
we of
learn
that tefilla
far historic
more than
spoken
supplication
or in on
praise
of God. The
Thehere
Duke
Cambridge
onis his
visitwords
to Israel.
Heinarrived
at thetoKotel
a Thursday
UHIOH[LYH
ȊOHKLWSDOHLOȋ
meansoftodozens
judge or
analyse oneself.
Through self-evaluation
we engageInin a
morning
to the sound
of to
Barmitzvahs
and thousands
of vocal worshippers.
constructive
healthy
activity
that explained
can re-fashion
lives. Tefilla
affords
us theKotel
opportunity
to be
take a
preparingand
Prince
William,
I had
that our
he should
expect
the entire
plaza to
ORQJ
KDUG
DQGaKRQHVW
ORRN DW RXUVHOYHV
LQ WKH
'LYLQH VKDGRZ
*RGȇs song.
presence,
nothing
can be
filled
with
loud cacophony
of soulful
supplication
andRIjoyful
Yet,where
something
quite
denied
or hidden;happened.
to differentiate
between
what
weKotel
want itself,
and what
we need;
and to give
voicetotoa our
extraordinary
As we
reached
the
silence
fell. Services
came
standstill,
asand
countless
people
stood to
in work
quietpassionately
reverence. How
wouldthem.
he react to this very special
deepest
hopes
aspirations,
resolving
to achieve

experience? What would he say? The aura of the occasion was palpable – had Rav Sheshet

been there,
he for
would
have
sensed
that something
was
happening.
Sometimes,
those
whom
tefilla
is second
nature can special
pray as a
matter
of routine and can struggle to find
genuine meaning in what they are saying. Conversely, those with less grasp of the liturgy sometimes find
prophet
Isaiah
taught, “Seek
Hashem
while
He
mayinspiration.
be found, It
call
upon Himthat
while
thatThe
a catchy
melody
or(55:6,7)
special atmosphere
provides
them
with
great
is revealing
as we
He
is
near”.
The
Talmud
tells
us
that
“while
He
is
near”
refers
to
the
High
Holy
Days.
For
this
ILQLVK WKH Ȇ$PLGDKȇ ZH VD\ ȊLet the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable
reason, the central theme of Rosh Hashanah is ‘malchut’ – the kingship
Hashem.
EHIRUH<RXȋ1HLWKHUWKHZRUGVQRUWKHVHQWLPHQWDORQHDUHVXIILFLHQW
Ȃ bothof
are
required together to be
truly impactful. This is something that every one of us can achieve.
Understanding the privilege of being in the presence of ‘earthly royalty’ can give us an inkling of
what
means
to be in the
‘heavenly royalty’.
the HighMurderous
Holy Days,
our on
5775
hasitbeen
a challenging
yearpresence
for Jewishofcommunities
at homeOver
and abroad.
attacks
attention should be undivided. How will the King of kings react to what He sees? What will He
Jewish communities in Europe have left many feeling vulnerable and concerned. None of us can change the
decree? His presence should be met by no more than the ‘still small voice’ of introspection and
world overnight, but we can change ourselves, which, in turn, does indeed transform the world we live in.
prayer.

Tefilla provides us with the key to unlocking that potential if we can approach it with the requisite humility
andLet
vigour.
us utilise this timely opportunity to appreciate Hashem’s presence and to be empowered by

that awareness to transform our lives for the better.

May we all merit to discover the great beauty and value of tefilla, so that we begin 5776 with
renewed
and sense
of determination.
you all our
best New Year.
Valeriepositivity
and I extend
our heartfelt
wishes to Valerie
you all and
for aI extend
happy,to
peaceful
andvery
fulfilling
wishes for a happy, healthy, peaceful and fulfilling New Year. Shana tova.
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RABBI Marcus

MBE

With the news of Rabbi Marcus’s retirement, we have dedicated the centre pages of
this magazine as a tribute to his work over the last 23 years at Central Synagogue.
Here we show you a few of the many activities Rabbi Marcus has been involved in
this year.
Speakers
We have again enjoyed inviting speakers and Scholars in Residence to the Synagogue.
Maureen Kendler z’l, Teaching Fellow at LSJS, enchanted us with historic tales of Chanukah
and Christmas trees (!). Sadly just a few short months later, Maureen passed away.
Central has had the pleasure of hosting Maureen several times over the last few years and
her inimitable style, transcendent warmth and humour which made her brand of Jewish
education available for all levels, will not be forgotten.
Rabbi Dr Rafi Zarum, Dean of
LSJS, returned to speak about
the hidden meaning of Chad
Gadya before Pesach and we
also had our first visit by Rabbi
Joseph Dweck, Senior Rabbi of
the S&P Sephardi Community,
who spoke to us in May in
preparation of Shavuot which
gave a new perspective to all
who attended.
Rabbi Dweck with Rabbi Marcus

Building International Relations
On Monday 28th May, we were delighted to host the Minister of
International Relations and Policy of the Republic of Nicaragua,
Siddhartha Marin, and representatives from the Nicaraguan Embassy,
Her Excellency Ambassador Guisell Morales-Echaverry and Ricardo
Carioni, Deputy Head of Mission for the morning service.
The Minister addressed the gathering during the breakfast after a
tour of the main Synagogue.

Rabbi Marcus with the Minister of International
relations and Policy of the Republic of
Nicaragua, Siddhartha Marin, and HE
Ambassador Guisell Morales-Echaverry
8
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Chelsea FC travels to Auschwitz
This article has been reproduced from the Chelsea FC website with permission. Written on 6th June 2018.
Chelsea fans have no shortage of experience when it comes to travelling together to locations across Europe, but
this week there was an overseas trip with a difference, and one with a highly important message to spread.
A group of 150 people comprising Blues supporters, plus club employees with a wide range of roles including
Stamford Bridge matchday staff, left London early for Poland where a visit to the former Nazi concentration and
death camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau was the latest activity in the club’s Say No To Antisemitism initiative, launched
at the start of the year.
The visit follows a few weeks on from Chelsea representation at the annual March of the Living, which also took
place at Auschwitz and contrasts with the death marches so many suffered during World War Two.
This week’s return by Chelsea again afforded the chance
for those present to see with their own eyes locations
where human history reached its lowest point and the
trail of destruction of life left behind.
It is estimated 1.2 million died at Auschwitz-Birkenau,
the vast majority of them Jewish people. This visit was
organised in conjunction with the Holocaust Educational
Trust, which aims to raise awareness of the Holocaust
and its relevance today, and arranged the guided tours
for the fans and staff around the two camps. Previously,
the Trust has organised talks for players and fans by
Holocaust survivors.
Individual stories about and testimonies from those who
suffered played an important part in this week’s visit
too. At Birkenau, the second site visited and the primary
extermination camp, there was even football history
involved, with a number of prominent players of the
time among the victims.
Eddy Hamel, who was Ajax’s first Jewish player, was an
American citizen who lived in the Netherlands but did

not have a passport so was rounded up by the Nazis
when his US citizenship should have protected him
from deportation. At the camp he shared a bunk with
someone he had met previously, Leon Greenman, a
British citizen from a Dutch Jewish family who should
also have been protected but documents proving he,
his wife and child were British turned up too late.
Eddy and Leon’s wives and children were murdered on
arrival. The two men were selected to work but Eddy
was sent to the gas chambers after three months in
Birkenau after he fell ill.
There was even, for a brief period, a football pitch at
Birkenau. However, sport as recreation was primarily
for the amusement of the guards and a few privileged
‘Aryan’ prisoners, and certainly not for Jewish prisoners
who, like Eddy Hamel, continued to be murdered
throughout this time.
This week’s visit by Chelsea concluded with a powerful
memorial ceremony adjacent to the remains of those
same gas chambers, conducted by Rabbi Barry Marcus
MBE from the Central Synagogue London.
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Music for the Soul
By Chazan Steven Leas

Growing up in a modern orthodox synagogue in South Africa, I remember the music being the one thing that kept my
attention in Shul over the High Holy Days. It was this music that I heard sung so beautifully by the choir and Chazan
that drew me into a life of Jewish music and modern orthodoxy.
Cantor Steven Leas

Sinai but instead alludes to the age of the
text and song.
The tune for Kol Nidre has become very
well-known, even being sung by famous
names such as Al Jolson, Neil Diamond,
Jerry Lewis, Perry Como and Johnny
Mathis. Max Bruch's setting for solo cello
and orchestra is really the most beautiful
adaptation of this melody. Dudu Fisher has
even recorded a version where he
intersperses melodies from Les Miserables.

If I had to have a "Top of the Pops" list of
my favourite Yamim Noraim prayers set to
song, the following would be on it.
At the top of the list would be Shema
Koleinu, "Hear our Voices", which is the
first of a group of Biblical verses
beseeching God to answer our prayers
favourably. Picture the scene. The ark
opens, people stop talking and words of
heartfelt petition set to the most haunting
tune fill the Synagogue.
The Chazan leads the congregation as he
pleads before God. It is at this stage of the
service where I feel my biggest obligation
in leading the congregants. We pray to G-d
that He should have compassion, accept
our prayers, keep us connected to
Him and not cast us away.
Kol Nidrei is one of the most famous
texts and melodies of the Jewish year,
setting out the seriousness of the
obligations we have undertaken and
asking G-d to forgive those that we
have made to Him, but have not
carried out. It does not absolve us of
vows which we have taken towards
other people.
It is amazing that this seemingly dry
legal formula about vows is set to the
most emblematic and well-known tune
in the liturgical repertoire. We commonly
refer to very old tunes as 'MiSinai tunes',
meaning from Sinai. This does not
literally refer to a tune that originated at
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We sing it three times, for several reasons.
The most prominent one is to follow the
procedures in Jewish law for cancelling
vows. This also offers an opportunity for
those who arrive a little late to hear it at
least once. Every time it is repeated it gets
louder to remind people to join in if they
have missed it. Another reason offered, by
way of parable, is that the first time the
Chazan utters it, it is as if he is entering
the King's palace with trepidation to beg
for a favour. The second time, as he gains
more confidence, he may speak a bit
louder. The 3rd time, now feeling more
comfortable in the royal court, he can
approach the King like a friend and speak
loudly.
The music of Unetaneh Tokef provides one
of those

moments that, if sung well, has the ability
to transport you into another world. This
prayer, composed at least 1000 years ago,
is associated with the martyred medieval
Rabbi Amnon of Mainz. We are told that,
having refused to convert to Christianity,
Rabbi Amnon's limbs were painfully
amputated by the local bishop shortly
before Rosh Hashanah. Rabbi Amnon was
taken back to the Synagogue in agony on
Rosh Hashanah. He asked to be wheeled
to the Aron Hakodesh (Ark) for the kedusha
prayers, after which he recited the Unetaneh
Tokef prayer and then passed away.
In recalling this incredibly moving history,
I sing a particular version written for
Chazan and choir by Rabbi Lionel
Rosenfeld, of the Western Marble Arch
Synagogue, and Stephen Glass amongst
others, in which the music brilliantly
matches the words. I literally feel a sense
of the trepidation, the piercing sound of
the shofar and description of G-d as a
shepherd relating to each of us as
individuals, which appear in this prayer.
As a young boy, I remember the Avinu
Malkeinu prayer being sung by the whole
congregation and the sense of community
and spirituality. I felt proud to be Jewish
and just wanted to strive to do better.
This powerful prayer's original formation
was by the Talmudic sage Rabbi Akiva,
who lived through the destruction of the
Second Temple and the subsequent ups
and downs of Roman rule in the Land
of Israel.
It's amazing how music has the power to
lift us to another plane and the rousing
singing of the final verse in particular is
especially moving. Modern artists have
also produced versions of this prayer,
such as the Max Janowski setting and
that by Barbra Streisand.
So when you sit in Shul this year,
listening to and singing these tunes,
take the time to contemplate how
fortunate we are to have such
wonderful music to help inspire us
to greater emotion in our prayers.

The one weekend I will forever remember
By Jonathan Leas
I can’t believe that it has been almost a whole year since I celebrated my Bar Mitzvah. I can honestly say that it’s the
one weekend that I will forever remember. Actually, more like the one year that I will never forget. My parents were in
complete agreement that I should learn how to lein – not only for my Bar Mitzvah but as a skill to have for the future.
To this end, both my parents and my Bar Mitzvah teacher hounded me for over a year. In true Jonathan style, I left it to
the last few weeks and in retrospect, I now realise, that I aged both my parents prematurely as a result of this.
However, I am enormously grateful as I am now able to lein almost any parasha and I am grateful to Rabbi Marcus for
encouraging me to lein monthly. Most of the hard work organising everything for the Bar Mitzvah weekend was left for
my mother and father (actually, only my mother!), other than writing a Bar Mitzvah speech and having to wear clothes
my parents thought suitable for my Bar Mitzvah.

It was amazing to have family and friends
join us from all over the world. The week
prior to my Bar Mitzvah was really exciting
as everyone started arriving and I really
felt as if my Bar Mitzvah had arrived.
Friday night started with my father and his
friends from the “Ah-men” Accapella
group leading us in a ruach-filled Kabbalat
Shabbat service. The service was followed
by a dinner for our family and overseas
guests in the Wolfson Hall. The food,
singing and company were wonderful, as
was my first taste of a single malt whiskey.
And then, off to bed for an early night in
preparation for my big day.

On Shabbat morning, I woke up early to
revise my leining with my father. It felt so
amazing to see not only friends and family
but also so many people from the
community coming to support my family
on this very special occasion. We are so
lucky to be a part of such a warm,
wonderful and generous community. Apart
from my leining, the highlight for me was
my father and I, together with the Central
synagogue choir,
singing ‘Avinu
Shebashamayim’.
My dad was a bit of an
emotional wreck at the
time and I had to very
sternly tell him to man
up whilst on the
bimah. I’m glad to
say that he has now
recovered!
I will always remember
my mum’s huge smile
whilst my dad and I
were singing.
The service was
followed by an
amazing lunch for

everyone and I have never seen the hall
so full of people. The rest of the day was
spent with family and friends and I was
forced to go to bed early so that I would
be awake for my party on Sunday evening.
The party was held at the Four Seasons
Hotel in Park Lane on Sunday evening.
Delicious food, fun dancing, a rap song
from me and really cute speech by my
sisters Rafaella and
Danielle – with
memories to last a
lifetime.
I feel so privileged to
have had such a
special weekend and
am so lucky to have
such loving and
dedicated parents to
whom I owe
everything.
I now look forward to
my sister Rafaella’s Bat
Mitzvah on the 11th
January 2020.
Save the date!
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
by Raquel Amit
We believe that children are
the future…
...so we try to welcome them as warmly as
possible at Central Synagogue and make their time
here fun and engaging with just the right mix of
educational and social interaction. We hold
weekly children’s services and special monthly
themed sessions to bring something extra
exciting to what we offer.
Of course, we have again hosted
many parties this year; for Succot,
Chanukah and Purim, and in July,
we held our very first (of many)
Kids Kiddush takeovers where our
youngest members make the
decisions about what to serve in the
Kiddush and also help to set it up for
the rest of the community to enjoy
(and they certainly did!). We also
held another Shabbat lunch for Bar/Bat
Mitzvah children and their families to
meet and socialise, which was very
popular and will be replicated soon for
the next intake.
Do come along and visit us downstairs and
see what we are up to – everyone is welcome!!
Raquel and Yoav

P.S. A big thank you to Hannah Schogger for
sending in such a lovely review of the
children’s services – we have printed it on
the next page!!
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CHILDREN’S SERVICE
SHUL REVIEW by Hannah Schogger
I have been going to Central Synagogue ever since I can remember, and
every time I walk into the building, I feel at home. One of the many
reasons I feel so at home is because, while I’m there, they make me feel
like family.
I have grown up there and have been going to the children’s service
forever. To sum it up, the children’s service is where the kids go instead of
the main Synagogue, and we do all the things we would do in Shul, but in
a miniature version. Raquel and Yoav run the children’s service, and they
are the life and soul of it all. Both of them together come up with great
games and plans for everyone to do whilst in the children’s service, and
always make sure they are educational and exciting as well as being a fun
experience. As well as this, they always try hard in making sure all kids are
included, and encourage everyone to join in.
My favourite part of the year at Shul is Rosh Hashanah. This is because we
get to learn things we never knew about this festival, and I am always
impressed by how much apple and honey they supply; they never run low,
even at the busiest of times!
If you have kids but don’t want to bring them to shul because you are
worried about them being bored, I would definitely bring them to the
children’s service, as I can 100% guarantee you that they won’t bother you
until the end of the service!

S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 8 • Ti s h re i 5 7 7 9
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United Synagogue Tour to Israel to
th BIRTHDAY
Celebrate Israel’s
by Daphne Schogger

O

70

n a whirlwind tour of Israel, over the early May Bank
Holiday, a group totalling 160 from other United
Synagogues, and four from Central: (John and Lynne
Newman and Harold Schogger and myself), found ourselves
visiting amazing places and hearing the crème de la crème of
Israelis speak of their views of the then current situation and
their encounters of the past.
A visit to the Mossad centre was truly awe inspiring especially
when we were privy to the story of how Mossad operatives
ran a luxury beach resort in the Sudan as a front for smuggling
Ethiopian Jews through Sudan and then onto Israel in the late
1970s and early 1980s. This is currently being made into a
film in Hollywood and we met one of the Mossad operatives
who was recruited when she worked for El Al and also as a
deep sea diver in Eilat. This she was able to use as a cover at
the resort.
A visit to the Kotel was enlightened by a speech from Micky
Rosenfeld, the Israel Police National Spokesman to foreign
Media who gave some insight as to the number of attacks
prevented and the logistics of planning for the move of the
US Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem which was due the
following week.
Another highlight was a visit to Mount Herzl to both the
Museum and to the Cemetery where former Prime Ministers
and Presidents and some fallen soldiers are buried. Our guide
round the cemetery had previously shown one of the United
Synagogue groups round earlier that day and had come to the

I

grave of Esther Cailingold who was felled on 14th May 1948
fighting in the Old City of Jerusalem. She was a young girl
who had emigrated from the UK. During the earlier visit, when
they approached her grave they came across an elderly
gentleman, with his sons, who was visiting and who, it
transpired, was her brother. The previous day had been
Esther’s Yahrzeit and he had come to see her not expecting in
his wildest dreams that he would be able to say Kaddish for
her, but such was the size of the group he was able to do so.

n the 70th year since the founding of the State of Israel it was perhaps fitting that Prince William, Duke of
Cambridge made the first official visit to Israel by a member of the British Royal Family.

The visit was largely “non-political” and included meetings not only with Prime Minister Netanyahu, President Rivlin
but also President Abbas. A gesture from President Rivlin asking the Prince to send a message of Peace to President
Abbas was duly relayed.
By all accounts it was a successful visit and who can fail to be moved by the Prince’s visit to the Western Wall.
A trip to mingle in Tel Aviv with young people and to meet with this year’s Eurovision Song Winner, Netta Barzilai,
was highly successful and he was thronged by the many people keen to meet him.
So taken was he that he has vowed to make it his “lifelong project” to resolve the conflict with the Palestinians.
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Happy Birthday Israel

70th

by Sara Cohen

A

lthough Yom Ha'atzmaut is a very happy day, it is
in stark contrast to the day before – Yom Hazikaron:
Israel's national Remembrance Day for all Israeli
military personnel who lost their lives in the struggle to
establish the State of Israel and those who have died in
subsequent conflicts. With this in mind it was decided to mark
both as one day transitioned into the other.

With Chazan Steven Leas and choir member Yoav Oved in
charge of music, and Raquel and I in charge of everything
else, the evening began in solemn mood in a candlelit hall
with some beautiful songs sung by Steven and Yoav,
accompanied by pianist Ilan Lazarus. Rabbi Marcus then
made a very personal and moving address which touched
the 80 people who attended the event.

And then the celebrations started.

Everyone was treated to more music from Steven and Yoav,
Israeli food and wine and plenty of burgers and sausages
expertly BBQ'd in the succah by Yoav Amit. As the evening
continued, there was much joyful celebration with everyone
joining in the singing and a special dance display by Maya
and Leila Amit.

A huge thank you to the anonymous sponsors who enabled
this to be a free event and here's looking forward to Israel's
80th birthday.

Finally, a very happy birthday to all those who have also
celebrated 70 with the State of Israel.
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The next generation steps up
Since Rosh Hashanah 2017, we have enjoyed numerous special occasions at Central including a spate
of wonderful Bar and Bat Mitzvah celebrations.
Read what our young adults had to say about their memorable celebrations:

PHOENIX BARNETT

“

My Bar Mitzvah was held at Central Synagogue with Rabbi Barry
Marcus and Chazan Steven Leas. Rabbi Marcus has a very deep
connection with my family, having married my parents and attended
my Brit Milah. He also made the journey to Israel to attend my tefillin
ceremony in Mitzpe Ramon.
My parshah was particularly special to me, as I discovered it was the
same maftir as my father, David had. I’d love to give a huge thank
you to my Bar Mitzvah teacher Avi, who helped and guided me
through the year prior to my Bar Mitzvah. Being part of the
community at Central has always been an important part of my life
and it was an honour to have had the opportunity to have my Bar
Mitzvah there. To be around Rabbi Marcus, my family and friends
and the rest of the congregation filled me with confidence and pride.

Phoenix holding the sefer Torah donated
in memory of his great grandparents

BEN COHEN

“

My Bar Mitzvah experience was amazing. The Thursday at the Wailing
Wall with all my Israeli family was fabulous. I really enjoyed being
called up to the Torah. The Shabbat was also wonderful, except
coming home bruised from the sweets! Reading my portion was so
great. On the Sunday blowing off steam and partying was lovely.
Finally, to top it all off, my grandad Amitai (Roger) and grandma Ros
arranged another blessing at Central Synagogue which was a great
way to finish my amazing Bar Mitzvah. Thanks to my mum, dad,
grandparents and everyone else who shared this special time with me.

ORLANDO FERTLEMAN

“

My Bar Mitzvah was a great joy and the memories will stay with me
for the rest of my life.
My Bar Mitzvah teacher Laurence was fantastic and made learning
my pieces a joy. I also enjoyed the way he taught me because it
encouraged me to progress further and reach my goal which was
becoming a man and taking on responsibility.
The Synagogue was fabulous and it was a pleasure to sing there.
I would like to thank Rabbi Marcus for all the support and the
fantastic speech he gave. I think it’s amazing how my parents got
married in the same Shul as I had my Bar Mitzvah in. This is me
following in my parents’ footsteps.
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HADASSAH LISTER

“

My Bat Mitzvah took place at Central Synagogue on the 2nd
December 2018. When I walked into the men’s section I was terrified
and I was shaking; but when Steven told me to start I took a deep
breath and I started delivering my Dvar Torah, all the stress went away
and I enjoyed it. The best part of the Shul service was when I entered
the room and high-fived all the men as I walked in! It was a great
moment.

JACK OLSEN

“

Studying for my Barmitzvah wasn’t so hard. I was told it would be,
although I already knew how to read Hebrew, from going to cheder
classes so the lessons didn’t trouble me too much. I’d highly
recommend to anyone to start this way.
The presents were originally my main focus, but on the day itself last
October, I realised that the occasion meant so much more and my
moment in Synagogue would become the highlight.
To be the centre of attention made me nervous, but by the end, I
really felt like I had grown. It’s true. I felt older and more a man than
ever before. It’s a memory that I’ll never forget.
My Dad had his Bar Mitzvah at Central Synagogue (and stood in the
very same place 33 years ago with Rabbi Shine), and looking up at my
mum, my sister Daisy and grandparents smiling is something I’ll never
ever forget. I forgot all about the presents and the party for at least a
few hours!
Rabbi Marcus made our whole family feel so welcome. No doubt, a
day I’ll never ever forget.

MAYA SELBY

“

As the youngest member of the Selby Family, my Bat Mitzvah
completed the circle that started with my Great Grandfather, Nat
Gershinson, and now continues with me.
For my father and my Nana, Great Portland Street Synagogue holds a
sentimental and spiritual value. My Bat Mitzvah has helped bring me
closer to understanding those reasons.
From my parents’ wedding, to my sister’s Bat Mitzvah before me, to
sitting downstairs with my Daddy and his father, Great Portland
Street is very special to me.
S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 8 • Ti s h re i 5 7 7 9
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Something To Be Proud Of
Having served on the Board of Governors of Tel Aviv University for the past 18 years, I thought it apposite
to share a few facts with my fellow congregants.
Tel Aviv University is the largest
University in Israel. With over 30,000
students, it offers 125 schools and
departments across 9 faculties that
span the sciences, humanities and arts,
including Israel’s only academic arts
faculty spanning film, music, and opera
and the largest medical teaching and research complex in Israel.
Tel Aviv University is also in the top 100 of world universities.

Walking around the campus one is struck not only by the
diverse buildings and sculptures but by the diversity of the
students. Interesting to see Jewish students and Moslem
students studying together, talking together and eating
together.

When attending a Board of Governors
meeting, the University showcases its best.
From symphony concerts, where the music
students play together with members of
the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra, to
operas and ballets staged, choreographed,
sung and danced by the students.
A great highlight for me
has been the Dan David
Award Ceremony. This
award is thought of as
being Israel’s Nobel Prize
Awards. Three major prizes
are awarded for
contributions to the past,
the present and the future.
Laureates have been as
diverse as Maestro Zubin
Mehta, Yo-Yo Ma and
former Italian President
Giorgio Napolitano.
In the audience when our former Prime Minister Tony Blair
received the award in 2009, was the late President Shimon
Peres and Mr Blair pointed to President Peres and in an
emotional voice said, “Shimon, you are my hero”.
The research, the contributions to medicine, the
nanotechnology, the nanoscience, the collaboration with
industry, the partnerships as diverse as India and China, with
General Electric, Tata, Microsoft and Qualcomm have truly
made Tel Aviv University something to be really proud of.
Mervyn Druian
UK Governor of Tel Aviv University

The central point of the campus is the
Cymbalista Jewish Heritage Centre housing
amongst other things an auditorium and a
beautiful Synagogue. I never visit the
University without visiting this building, it is
just so spiritual. To me, the building looks like
two of the Holocaust crematorium chimneys.
Very moving indeed.
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Purim 2018

“Why Can’t Jews Behave?”
Purim 2018 was a bumper delight for the Central and New West End Synagogues with this year’s evening
celebrations taking place here. The Megillah Reading was beautifully read by Rabbi Freedman and the children
enjoyed a cartoon Megillah screening before the Haman jeering started in the main Shul! The party was a
wonderful affair with the singing production of “Kiss Me, Harry” written by Marc Joseph and Felicity Miller, which
was much enjoyed by all and had people singing and clapping along. We couldn’t fail to mention the bountiful
buffet feast that was arranged so ably by Sara Cohen and served with the help of Mary and her team. New West
End Synagogue reciprocated in kind with a delicious breakfast the next morning in Bayswater.
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CENTRAL COMMUNITY CARES
Central is changing. Care and support have always been provided by a very small number of dedicated
individuals who have given up their time without complaint despite their other commitments. For this we
need to say a huge thank you.
We are looking to expand this group of volunteers to join

volunteers in whatever capacity and whatever suits their

in our task and be more efficient without detracting from

skills, availability or interest.

the warm and caring personality that is found at Central.

Please contact us by

The aim is as always to support our older members from

Email: communitycares@centralsynagogue.org.uk or

the community, as well as those in need whether unwell,

Telephone: 020 7580 1355

bereaved or simply a bit lonely.
if you feel you would like to be a part of our team.
Central Community Cares is a work in progress, open to
new ideas and feedback. We are always looking for

Every little helps.
(We will be offering training and support)

If you need support because of illness, infirmity or just loneliness or if you
know of anyone who would like contact from us, PLEASE GET IN TOUCH.

Call our confidential Care Line:

07931 683175
Email: communitycares@centralsynagogue.org.uk
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Tributes to Rabbi Marcus

MBE

A heartfelt tribute to Rabbi Marcus
Nobody in their right mind would be a Chairman of a Synagogue. That is, unless you had Barry Marcus as your Rabbi.
What a guiding light he has been not only in the five years I have had the honour of Chairmanship but for the past 23 years.
It has been the Central Synagogue’s singular privilege to have been represented by Rabbi Marcus. Our Members have
consulted and taken his counsel on many many different situations and nothing was too minor for his wise and sage advice.
In the wider Community he is well known for his dedicated work with the Holocaust Educational Trust and for his many
visits to Auschwitz, especially so important in today’s current climate. Furthermore, the morning Minyan under Rabbi
Marcus can only be described as the go to morning Minyan.
On behalf of everyone at Central we say, Rabbi you will be sorely missed. After a wonderful nearly quarter of a century
you deserve a happy and healthy retirement and that you spend many years of enjoyment with your lovely family both
here and Israel.
We will never forget you and welcome you back at any time.
In everlasting friendship.
Barry Townsley

Way back in 1995, I was an Honorary Officer and served on the Search Committee to find a new Rabbi for our
community and attended the interview with Rabbi Marcus who was subsequently appointed. Since then, the Rabbi has
been my mentor and close friend.
The Rabbi's popularity within the general Jewish
community has resulted in his introduction of the vast
majority of the new members who have joined our ShuI
during his period in office.

As a young man in South Africa, Barry was a highly rated
sportsman, particularly in tennis and rugby and I am so
pleased he is also an ardent supporter of the right North
London soccer team.

One of Barry's many achievements as the Spiritual Leader
at the Central has been the creation of a warm and
welcoming atmosphere at our Services and Kiddushim,
which are much enjoyed not only by our membership, but
also by our many visitors, including those from overseas,
who make a point of attending our Synagogue on Shabbat
whenever they visit Central London.

The Rabbi's work for Holocaust Education is exceptional.
My wife, Jacqueline and I attended one of the first visits
to Auschwitz under Barry's leadership. We, together with
all who attended, were so impressed by his explanation
talk on board the plane and the touching Service he
conducted at the Camp of Horrors. Many thousands of
Jews and non-Jews have joined Barry on his repeated trips
over the last 20 years or so, for which he was deservedly
honoured with the award of an MBE.

Praise is also due to our dear Rabbi for developing our
Morning Minyan to the largest in the extended West End
area. It has been described as a friendly club, with
breakfast being served following the Service, in time for
the attendees to rush off to their offices or other places of
work, just before the parking meters come into play.
From my own personal experience, I can vouch for the
Rabbi's kind support and help when members suffer a
family bereavement, as well as his joy in participating in
their Simchas.

Barry also takes delight in hosting visits to our Shul by
many non-Jewish schoolchildren and their teachers, when
he explains the main traditions of the Jewish religion and
the relevance of all the items in our beautiful Synagogue.
Finally, on behalf of the entire membership together with
Chazan Steven Leas and our staff, I extend a big thank you
to our dear Rabbi Marcus for his 23 years of excellent and
devoted service to our Community and wish him a most
enjoyable, peaceful and healthy retirement.

Eric Charles

September 2018 • Tishrei 5779
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Photos from the archives
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Plenty of dough!

S

By Raquel Amit

habbat UK celebrations kicked off with a glorious challah bake at Central, joined by members of New West End
and led by Rebbetzen Ilana Epstein. With sleeves rolled up, we all paid close attention to the step by step
instructions, enjoying Ilana’s humorous anecdotes on the way! Amazingly, everyone’s dough came together to

the right consistency and after listening to a brief history of Challah, the plaiting commenced! Ilana expertly showed us
different styles of plaits with various numbers of strands, as well as some fabulous flavoured editions – onion platzel as
well as halvah and chocolate. Yum. I was the fortunate recipient of the demonstration loaves! I have since made my
own Challah every
single week with the
same beautiful
results and have
happily shared the
recipe with our
Shabbat guests to
take home to their
corner of the globe!

Why I can herd sheep across London Bridge and walk
around with a sword drawn

I

n May 2018, Inez Benjamin was installed as
President of The Bishopsgate Ward Club, which was
established in 1790. Inez is extremely proud to be
the first Jewish woman to hold the position in the
Ward of Bishopsgate.

Her journey began in 2003, when she was invited to a
banquet, hosted by the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs at The
Mansion House. Intrigued by this ancient and ritualistic
world, it wasn’t long before she was invited to more events
and eventually asked to become a Freeman of the City.

“

The historical Freedom entitles me to be a

Liveryman, herd my sheep across London Bridge,
walk around with my sword drand if the need ever

Intertwining her Jewish identity when attending various
religious Anglican services and functions in the City, Inez feels
that she is the representative for all Jewish people.

arose, be drunk and disorderly in the City without
fear of being arrested!

”

Her tenancy as President of Bishopsgate Ward Club is
extremely fitting during the year of the woman. Inez is now
making her mark, especially in respect of charitable work.

Recently she was thrilled to have the ability to stop traffic by
turning the traffic lights to red during rush hour on Tower
Bridge, in order to open the Bascules letting the SB Ardwina
pass through. “I was rewarded with a commemorative
certificate which is now in the archives at the Bishopsgate
Institute for posterity”.

FOR AHAVA, WITH LOVE
For my Bat Mitzvah year, I wanted to do something to help a

Helping to pay for the Bat Mitzvah of a terror victim is

girl in Israel less fortunate than myself to celebrate her Bat

something that is very often needed, and is a huge help in

Mitzvah. I read about OneFamilyUK, Israel’s leading

their rehabilitation. As I love sewing, I decided to make and

organisation helping those affected by a terrorist atrocity, and

sell cushions in a variety of colours, shapes, and sizes to

felt this was a charity that touched me the most.

fundraise. There was no fixed price, it was up to the individual
to give whatever they chose.

I chose to twin with a girl, Ahava, who has been a victim of
terror, who is rebuilding her life after the horrors of the attack.

The money raised went to help Ahava to celebrate her Bat

On 17th January 2016, Ahava’s

Mitzvah this year. I am hoping that

mother, Dafna, was painting the front

I can meet Ahava when we are next

door of their house in Jerusalem when

in Israel.

a terrorist attacked her. Her eldest
daughter heard her mother screaming

Thank you to all those who helped me.

and went to try and save her – only to

I was able to raise £1,200.00 which I

see her being stabbed repeatedly.

could never have done without the

The terrorist ran off, and her mother

support of my family and friends.

sadly died at the scene.
Love, Maya Selby x
Dafna is survived by her husband and
6 children. Despite the sadness in her

P.S. This is the website of the charity

life, Ahava, loves painting and dancing

if you wish to learn more:

and is an active member in the One

www.onefamilyuk.org

Family youth division.
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All change!

A

By Rabbi Ari Cohen

s part of my trip to Israel I spent my
final day in Tel Aviv with Leonard
Fertleman visiting Neve Tzedek and
the old railway station in Tel Aviv.

HaTachana, the Hebrew name for the old Jaffa
railway station has recently been transformed
into one of Tel Aviv’s smartest public spaces.
Located between the Tel Aviv Beach and Neve
Tzedek, the city’s first Jewish neighborhood to
be formed outside ancient Jaffa, has become a
lively and trendy neighborhood of renovated
pastel houses, designer boutiques, and cafes,
especially along Shabazi Street, which ends
where the HaTachana complex begins.
HaTachana has a brilliant selection of cafes,
restaurants, and interesting boutiques ranging
from fashion, of course, to wooden games, all
in an enviably realistic historic setting.
HaTachana was originally built in 1892 as the
terminus for the Jaffa-Jerusalem railway. When the railway closed, the site fell into decay and was an unused piece of prime real
estate. The transformation into what has become one of the city’s hottest spots has not ignored this legacy and the complex
includes a jumble of refurbished rail cars, freight terminals and train tracks to nowhere. There’s even a disused cement factory,
around 1905, that has been repurposed as retail space.

Rabbi Ari Cohen (Waiting for a Minyan!!!)

Leonard Fertleman

The Jaffa–Jerusalem railway is a railway that connected Jaffa and Jerusalem. The line was built in the time of the Ottoman Empire
by the French company Société du Chemin and inaugurated in 1892, after previous attempts by the British-Jewish philanthropist
Sir Moses Montefiore failed. While the first rail track in the Middle East was laid elsewhere, the line is considered to be the first
Middle Eastern railway.
28

Central Magazine

My Semicha Ceremony
By Rabbi Ari Cohen

O

n the 26th March this year I attained my rabbinic ordination after two
years of intensive studying with my learning partner, Rabbi David Neifeld,
and my instructor Rabbi Daniel Channen of Yeshivat Keter Hatorah.

own. I felt that the Kotel (Western
Wall) was unusually busy, and then I
remembered it was the week leading
up to Passover; a good excuse to visit
the Kotel.
As I was waiting for friends to arrive to
enjoy our Simcha, I couldn’t help notice
the number of Barmitzvah boys being
accompanied by colourful parades and
music.

It gave me a great sense of achievement as I had already been
a serving minister of the West End Great Synagogue for some
23+ years. I was often asked, “Ari, don’t you think it was time
that you became a Rabbi?” To be honest, I had to go back
four or five generations on my Grandmother’s side to find any
trace of there being a Rabbi in the family. I felt these were
Halachic giants of a generation never to be emulated. But the
comments about me being a Rabbi were made more and more
often, and when the opportunity presented itself, I decided to
take the plunge.

We were waiting for Rabbi Channen to
arrive in order to conduct the ceremony
and 10 minutes after schedule, much
to my relief, he turned up and we
embraced. He then explained the
ceremony to the gathering and spoke
about how proud he was of our
achievement in such a short space of
time over long distance learning.
He then advised us to go the wall and
pray and insert a note in the wall.
We then returned to the concourse
where he presented us with our
Certificates of Semicha. Mobile phones
were recording the ceremony and people
were taking photos. We were then asked to give a speech and
I expressed regret at not being at home to assist my wife with
the Passover spring cleaning… but I did have a good excuse.

So after passing my exams, a day was set for us to meet in
Jerusalem with Rabbi Channen amongst the thousands of
other people who were celebrating joyous occasions of their

Rabbi Channen explained that this was only the start of our
rabbinic journey as educators and that it is important to
transmit our knowledge onto future generations. After which
everyone went their separate ways. I took a walk through the
old city of Jerusalem with my friends and had a well-earned
celebratory meal and drink in honour of this special occasion.

The two new Rabbis:
Rabbi David Neifeld and Rabbi Ari Cohen

I want to thank my wife Meryl and our daughter Tamara for
their support throughout this process. For the past 2 years I
was out every evening studying and not once did they pass
comment. They were very supportive of my studies. My thanks
must also go to Rabbi Marcus, himself a descendant of the Taz
(a famous commentator on the Jewish code of law) for his
great assistance with his vast knowledge of Jewish Law.
S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 8 • Ti s h re i 5 7 7 9
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M I T Z VA H D AY

S

ince we dipped our toes in the Mitzvah Day waters last year, we knew exactly what to expect this time around
and truly went full steam ahead!! Central Synagogue volunteers manned the Waitrose on Marylebone High
Street for the entire seven hour period on Sunday 19th November and again were blown away by the
generosity shown to us by the general public. We simply asked shoppers to buy an extra item on their regular shop
and this resulted in stockpiles of foods and toiletry items for our chosen charities (St Mungo’s, Chapter 1’s
Dashwood House, Magic Breakfast, local foodbanks, The Separated Child Foundation, Thames Reach, The Refugee
Council, GIFT and the Felix Project), and all were exceedingly grateful for every single item.

We hope to repeat our efforts again this year, so please add Mitzvah Day 2018 to your diaries now:

18th November 2018.

“

It was my first time as a volunteer on Mitzvah Day.

So it was a brisk walk to my assigned post outside Tesco’s on

Edgware Road. There were four of us (two from Central).
It was a very interesting experience with a very worthwhile and
worthy aim behind it. The sense of giving and doing for
underprivileged communities was foremost. Observing who
gave items and who avoided my initial introductions was itself
informative and at times surprising. The three hours I was there
passed very quickly, was good-humoured with lots of teasing

“

and jokes. It raised questions for me about my use of time and
how to benefit others when time seems so precious.

Jeannette Pepper

Our not-so-secret weapons!
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CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE SUPPER QUIZ
Mobiles off, brains engaged – It’s quiz time! By Margaret Grant

T

he annual Supper Quiz is a fun evening and
should never be taken too seriously.
We have an excellent quizmaster who

smooths out any queries. The questions are wide-

ranging and allow everyone to shine in their own
specific field, or indeed, sometimes absolutely
everything. I am always impressed watching the
maths brains scribbling away to reach the correct
solution, and the wizards who can instantly unravel
an anagram.
There was a slight hiccup this year when an old
dance tune apparently had different titles, and the
score sheet had to be amended. Something for the
older ones there, remembering their ballroom
dancing days to ‘Moonlight and Roses’.
I am pleased that my two teenage grandsons now
join us and prove that it is possible to be quick
and sharp without using a small screen. I am sure
Ruth and Steven now appreciate Jonathan’s input.
This year the Schoggers deserted our table and
invited their own friends to join them. They won
the quiz. Congratulations to them. Come back,
Daphne and Harold!
Grateful thanks to Sara for organising the event
and a delicious supper, and for always coping
without complaint for those with specific food
allergies.
Also, many thanks to Mary and her team in the
kitchen. She copes with skill for all eventualities.
Long may the supper quiz continue.
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UNIFORMITY IS NOT THE SAME THING
AS EQUALITY

W

alk a few streets east of the Central Synagogue

steps they reasonably can to try to ensure that they do

and you would be wise to look both ways before

comply with Jewish law and belief to bury a person

you cross the road. Once you pass Cleveland

promptly after death.”

Street, you are in Camden – one of four London boroughs
for which the inner north London coroner is responsible.

The High Court ruled against Mary Hassell in April 2018.

For the past year, it has not been a good place to fall

It found that her policy was unlawful and quashed it. Lord

under a bus.

Justice Singh and Mrs Justice Whipple said the policy was
“over-rigid” because it stopped her taking individual

Deaths are notified to the coroner only if a clinician or

circumstances into account. In legal terms, she had

some other person, such as a police officer, thinks death

fettered her discretion. It was also irrational.

may have been unnatural or violent or if the cause was
unclear. In those cases, the coroner’s permission is needed

At the heart of the judgment, though, was a profound

before there can be a burial.

philosophical principle. “To treat everyone in the same
way is not necessarily to treat them equally,” the judges

Mary Hassell, the inner north London coroner, issued a

said. “Uniformity is not the same thing as equality.”

new policy in October 2017. She called it an “equality
protocol” or a “cab-rank rule”. It said: “No death will be

This concept is best understood by an example. Imagine a

prioritised in any way over any other because of the

prison where each inmate is given exactly the same lunch:

religion of the deceased or family, either by the coroner’s

a ham sandwich. All prisoners have been treated in the

officer or by coroners.”

same way but Jews, Muslims and vegetarians will go
hungry. Treating people equally means making sure they

That policy caused particular problems for the large Jewish

all have a lunch they can eat. Like cases must be treated

community in Hassell’s area. The Adath Yisroel burial

alike but different cases must be treated differently.

society challenged the coroner’s policy in the High Court.
But Dayan Shulem Friedman made it clear that the

Mary Hassell promised to devise a new policy. She was

community was not seeking any sort of exemption.

ordered to pay the legal costs incurred by the burial
society from the date in March

“It is a principle of Jewish law

when she began actively

that the law of the land must be

defending the legal claim – at

obeyed,” he told the court.

least £68,000. It was agreed

“Where the coroner has

that the coroner’s legal costs

jurisdiction, there is no suggestion

would be met from taxes paid

that such jurisdiction should not

by the residents of inner north

be respected… However, where

London – of whom I am one.

delays can be avoided, it is
incumbent on Jews to take what
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Joshua Rozenberg

Editor’s pick of last year’s events:
When ‘Knock Knock’ isn’t the start of a joke…

N

iv Petel brought his one man production ‘Knock Knock’ to Central Synagogue in June – his last London show
before he travels with it to Hong Kong and New York.

The audience was held captive from the outset by his brilliant performance which was a mixture of straight acting as well as

mime, physical theatre and vocal sound effects, detailing the story of a single Mother and her only son. We witness the son
growing up from newborn to the age of 18 years old, faced with army service, and the relationship
development between the two characters, all through Niv’s believable portrayal as the
Mother, an army Liaison Officer.
With scenes taking place on the beach where the young boy, Elad, builds
sandcastles, or in his messy teenage room, Petel masterfully connects us to this
invisible child and draws us into their relationship all with the impending feeling
of what is to come… a knock on the door to deliver the bad news.

S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 8 • Ti s h re i 5 7 7 9
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

A

nother amazing year has passed with many of our events having
been brought to you by the partnership of Central Synagogue
and Spiro Ark. As always, we have presented a wide range

of events – book launches, genealogical talks, film nights, and
much more besides – some light hearted, some serious, but all
with a talking point to allow free flowing dialogue and
discussion among the audience and add further interest to the
subject matter. With our thanks and admiration to Nitza and Robin
Spiro and her team at the Spiro Ark.
Here you will find photos from three of our favourite events:

In November we were transported to Shtetl days in Lithuania with a mix of Yiddish music by Steven Leas, Arjan and
Stefan Byron, Yoav Oved and Ilan Lazarus with excerpts from Gregory Kanovich’s new book Shtetl Love Song’, and a
show-stopping performance by guest pianist Lukas Geniušas.
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Chanukah saw a very lively celebration of a different type with the ‘Rivers of Babylon’ group who played a mix of
Jewish Arabic as well as Bollywood tunes and had everyone clapping along and joining in. Rabbi Ari Cohen led us
with the lighting of the Chanukah candles.

Entertainment of another kind came in the form of the simply
wonderful Thelma Ruby who told her amazing life story through
song in her show ‘That’s Entertainment’. The entire audience
was charmed by Thelma’s warmth, beautiful voice and
entertaining tales.

We look forward to
another year of
joint ventures
ahead of us and do
hope to see many
of you there.

September 2018 • Tishrei 5779
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CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE LADIES
by Sara Cohen (Chairman)

O

ur ever popular annual Supper Quiz made a fabulous

the Succah and the Purim evening festivities, both of which

profit of £1,575 this year, which takes into account

were very well attended and greatly enjoyed.

the £150 we donated to the Melissa Nathan

Foundation. Thank you to Margaret, Coral, Terry and Roz

All of our efforts over the year are only possible with the

for coming early to help put the finishing touches to the

invaluable help of those who continue to arrive to help on

hall, to Carole and Daphne for running ‘front of house’ and

Shabbat and Yom Tov, so thank you specifically to Terry and

to Roz and Marilyn for doing such a great job selling raffle

Coral, and to Margaret who is always on hand when there

tickets which raised £663 of the profit.

are lots of drinks to be poured.

We are pleased to have been able to support 12 charities

Of course, an enormous thank you goes to Mary (and her

over the past year with increased donations from our total

team when required) who makes sure that everything is

profits, including, Hatzola, Jewish Blind & Disabled, Jewish

perfect and an absolutely huge thank you to Douglas, Louise

Deaf Association, Jewish Women’s Aid and the Chevra

and Sylvia who do so much that is not actually seen and for

Kadisha.

whom nothing is ever too much trouble.

We continue to provide Shabbat and Yom Tov kiddushim

Finally, I must thank Roz, our vice-Chair, and Adrienne, our

of an increasingly high standard which are enjoyed by our

Treasurer, who have continued to support me over the past

members and visitors alike, and which receive much praise,

year, along with Raquel, our Secretary.

and have had an unprecedented number of sponsored
kiddushim over the past year.

As always, we welcome new helpers to the Guild at any time
and would only be too pleased to see some new faces –

We again organised the annual first night Succot dinner in
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Central Synagogue’s own PJ Library stand resides just outside the ladies gallery.
Please do visit and enjoy our collection.
September 2018 • Tishrei 5779

37

BRIDGE TIPS

by Harold Schogger

“The Theory of Final Destination” by Harold Schogger
You can go from North West London to Central Synagogue via Finchley Road or you can go down the Edgware Road
via Kilburn or even go through Hampstead and go down Fitzjohn’s Avenue. Whatever route you take you still end up at
the same destination.
I think it is so important to know basic sequence because if other sequences come up and you arrive at the same final
destination the meaning is still the same except for the nuances of the new sequence.
It hopefully will become clear with a few examples:Example 1:W
E
1 ♥ 2 ♥ is 6-9 and most of the time 4 card
support
W
E
1♥ 1♠
2♦ 2 ♥ same final destination still 6-9 but
only 3 card support
Example 2 :W
E
1NT 2NT = 11-12 Balanced invitational
W
E
1NT 2♣ (Stayman)
2 ♥ 2NT still 11-12 still balanced but showing
4 card Spade suit on way as he has
rejected ♥ and is still invitational.

Example 3 :W
E
1 ♥ 3 ♥ is 10—12 and 4 card support
W
1♥
2♦

E
1♠
3 ♥ still 10-12 but only 3 card support

Example 4 :W
E
1 ♥ 3NT 13-15 balanced
W
1♥
2♦

Example 5 :W
E
1NT 2NT 11-12 balanced and invitational
W
E
1NT 2 ♥ (transfer to Spades)
2 ♥ 2NT still 11-12 balanced but has five
card Spade suit in the hand
So next time you are not sure what a sequence
means think back to basics and this will help
you work out its meaning.

E
1♠
3NT still 13-15 balanced (NB most
2 card Heart suit)

Harold Schogger
0208 905 3877

www.haroldschogger.com

WE NEED YOUR GOOD
QUALITY DONATION
Q
NS

Contact us to arrange your collection
on
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United Synagogue
305 Ballards Lane
London N12 8GB
T: 020 8343 8989
E: info@theus.org.uk
www.theus.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 242552

President of the United Synagogue’s
Rosh Hashanah message 5779
As President of the United Synagogue, my thoughts very often turn to the future of our
community. So perhaps it’s unsurprising that I’m struck by one of the lines of the Rosh
Hashanah service in the very moving Unetaneh Tokef prayer. It is a highlight of the Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur services, that moment in the repetition of the Musaf Amidah
when we all chant together as one:
U’teshuvah, u’tefillah, u’tzedakah ma’virin et ro’a hagezeira
“But Repentance, Prayer and Charity avert the evil decree.”
As we pray for a good year ahead, we are presented with three activities that can profoundly and positively shape our
future. Our US communities do these things on a grand scale every single day.
Through fasting on Yom Kippur and thanks to the ready availability of daily shul services, access to ‘Repentance’ and
‘Prayer’ is there for the taking. But it’s the third way to avoid the evil decree, ‘Charity’, which I’d like to focus on for a
moment.
This is a time of year when each of our communities are incredibly generous, raising thousands of pounds to support the
vital work of The US, local charities and causes in Israel. But Charity, Tzedakah, can also be performed by giving of our
time or talents as well.
So many of our achievements and services are only possible thanks to our dedicated volunteers who give their time
selflessly to help others. As Rabbi Hillel says in Pirkei Avot, Ethics of the Fathers, “If I am not for me, who is for me; and if
I am only for myself, what am I?” (1:14) There is a balance to be struck between looking after ourselves and looking after
others.
I am very proud of the way The US strikes that balance through the many volunteering opportunities available to our
members. It could be helping to secure your community, joining a Kiddush rota, visiting those who are unwell, leading
a children’s service or even becoming part of your Board of Management. US Chesed’s asylum seeker drop-in centre
is always on the look-out for mentors and volunteers as well as those who can help with their many other wonderful
projects.
If you do have some time to give or a talent that could help others, please do consider how you can help our wonderful
community further flourish. Not only will it be fulfilling and worthwhile, it could also change the course of our year.
Wishing you a Shana Tova,

Michael Goldstein
President, United Synagogue
President: Michael Goldstein
Treasurer: Maxwell Nisner
Trustees: Andrew Eder, Claire Lemer, Fleurise Lewis, Leonie Lewis, Doreen Samuels, Barry Shaw, Saul Taylor
Chief Executive: Steven Wilson

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
October 2018 / Tishrei 5779

5778 will be remembered as the year that
the Jewish community came together to
say ‘Enough is Enough’ to antisemitism.
It was unprecedented and heart-warming back in March to see
so many people from all parts of the community join like-minded
non-Jews and parliamentarians to stand in front of the Palace of
Westminster to protest against the antisemitism that, staggeringly,
is tolerated in our country’s official party of opposition.
Several aspects of this protest were meaningful. I was gratified by
the speed with which we, the Jewish Leadership Council and other
partners, devised and executed the idea. We were overwhelmed
by the response from the 2,000 people who travelled to
Westminster at 24 hours’ notice, including more than 30 MPs
from Labour and other parties, and friends from the Muslim,
Christian, Sikh and Hindu communities. Never has our community
made a more powerful statement that we will not tolerate
antisemitism in the Labour Party. Perhaps most important of all
was the near unanimity with which we spoke. And it is this unity
which we as a community need as we go forward to face
challenges such as this.
Although the overwhelming majority of the community were
behind us in our protest against antisemitism, there are issues
which do divide us. Of course, we will never agree on everything
but there is a right and a wrong way to disagree. For example,
when the Kaddish for Gaza event took place following the
Hamas-sponsored violent protests at the border with Israel,
nobody was more appalled than me. However, the tone and tenor
of some of the comments aimed at the protesters has bordered on
hateful and abusive. Such ferocity does nothing to advance the
argument but rather discredits the point being made and leaves
our community in a less civil place.
While we must fight against hate, prejudice and injustice, much
of my work as President of the Board of Deputies is in promoting
projects which work for a positive outcome. My first action as
President after my election in May was to travel to Manchester for
discussions with leaders of northern communities and the Mayor
of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham, then on to Glasgow and
Edinburgh for talks with Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon
and discussions with my Scottish Jewish colleagues. I intend to be
a leader for all Jews of all denominations across the country and
none of us is more important than any other.
We also need to reach out beyond our community which is why
I have prioritised interfaith work, in particular, creating links with
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Muslim partners. This summer, for the first time, the Board of
Deputies hosted an interfaith Iftar for senior Muslims and Jews
including the Chief Rabbi and I have travelled the country
meeting Muslims from Leeds to Luton and points in-between.
Jews and Muslims have much in common and my objective is to
create relationships which will strengthen us all and fight the
prejudice and ignorance which has divided us in the past.
This was also the year that in the United Kingdom we celebrated
our crucial role in the creation of the State of Israel, with
celebrations to mark the 100th anniversary of the Balfour
Declaration, culminating in the Parliamentary Balfour Reception,
attended by many ministers, MPs and peers. And in this 70th
anniversary of the birth of the State of Israel, we have been
promoting a dialogue for peace between Israelis and Palestinians
through Invest in Peace. This project, undertaken with Christian
communities, is interfaith work at its most meaningful, tackling
difficult issues positively and head on. We are determined that,
rather than import the Middle East conflict, we should work
together to support a constructive conversation towards
reconciliation.
Those of us who love Israel were delighted that the Duke of
Cambridge undertook the first official Royal visit to the country.
It would be hard not to be touched by his moving message in
the Yad Vashem guest book. And the goodwill and friendship in
his speech at the Ambassador’s reception left an impression on
all of us who were present. A key message of the visit was about
the importance of engagement. In addition to supporting
coexistence with the young Israeli and Arab footballers, the fact
that President Rivlin and President Abbas felt compelled to offer
messages of peace in their meetings with the second in line to
the British throne was a real tribute to the enduring ‘soft power’
of the British monarchy. This was clearly a man with a genuine
warmth and friendship for the Jewish people and, going into
5779, amid all the political turmoil we have encountered this
year, the image of the Duke, both at the Western Wall and,
playing football on the beach,
gives me wonderful memories
to take into the new year.
May this Rosh Hashanah bring
you, your families and all of
Am Yisrael health, strength and
peace.

Marie van der Zyl
President

SOCIAL & Personal

Rosh Hashanah 5779

Welcome to New Members

• Jonathan Leas

• Susanne and Andrew Brecher

• Jack Olsen

to the families of the following

• Carly and Adam Diamond

• Zac Robinson

members who have passed away in

• Lily and Neil Druian

• Harold and Daphne Schogger for Ilan’s

Bereavements. Condolences go

• Harold Elton

Bar Mitzvah

• Michael Geewater

• Roger Cohen on the Bar Mitzvah of his

• Charles Gourgey

• Victoria Hyman

• Charlotte Kendon
• Natasha Kendon

Bat Mitzvahs.

• Daniel Perlmutter

• Eleonore Lee

• Bernita and Simon Shelley

• Hadassah Lister

Births. Mazeltov to the following

parents and their families:

Mazeltov to:

• Jade and Ben Graham on the birth of a
daughter

• Sylvia Reuben

• Maya Selby

• Marc Roth

• Sylvia Shine on the Bat Mitzvah of her
granddaughter Mia

son

Engagements.

Mazeltov to:

• Roy Weksler
• Robina Ziff

• Michael Lewis on the engagement of
his daughter Jacqueline to Drew Stadler

• Cheryl and Peter Abbey on the birth of
a grandson
• Jane and Robert Bobroff on the birth of
a grandson

• Sally-Anne and Jonathan Stein on the

of two granddaughters
• Cheryl and Stuart Lewis on the birth of

following members who have lost

Justin Mateen

loved ones in the past year:

engagement of their granddaughter
Ariana to Justin Mateen
• Zea Lewis on the engagement of her
granddaughter Jacqueline to Drew

a granddaughter
• Rabbi Marcus on the birth of a

Stadler

• Andrew Michaels on the birth of a

engagement of their son Benjamin to
Melissa Sherling

granddaughter
• Zea Lewis on the birth of a great

• Clarice Shamash on the engagement of
her granddaughter Michelle to Andrew

granddaughter
• Anne and Clive Moss on the birth of

Marriages.

Mazeltov to the

• Carly and Adam Diamond
Mazeltov to:

• Leonard Fertleman on the loss of his
Sister
• Bernard Goldenberg on the loss of his
• Henri Goldenberg on the loss of his
Mother
• Marilyn Keston on the loss of her
Mother

• Ian Gordon on the loss of his Mother

families of:

grandson

• Elayne Cyzer on the loss of her Mother

• Simon Korn on the loss of his Sister

Rosen

two great granddaughters
• Clarice Shamash on the birth of a great

• Patrice Cohen on the loss of his Father

Mother

• Susan and Martin Paisner on the

grandson

Condolences go to: the

engagement of their daughter Ariana to
• Kate and Stanley Goldstein on the

• Melanie and Andy Graham on the birth

• Noémie and Mathias Mandel

• Phoenix Barnett

• Madeleine and Joshua Marcon

• Orlando Fertleman

• Jonathan Metliss on the marriage of his
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• Maureen Somper
• Elaine Taylor

• Lucie Wallis and Daniel Millet

• Alice and Gary Millner on the birth of a
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• Carole Lawson

• Jeanette Tibbels

of a son

• David Gabriel

• Betty Lawson

• Lionel Marks

• Karen and Charles Bobroff on the birth

Bar Mitzvahs.

• Barbara Eppel
• Michel Garston

grandson Ben

• Phillip Hillman

the past year:

daughter Miriam to Roei Kaufman

• Laurel Milwid on the loss of her Mother
• Clive Saron on the loss of his Mother

Mazeltov to:
83rd BIRTHDAY

25th ANNIVERSARY

• Rosemary and Albert Rogove

• Cheryl and Peter Abbey

• Doris and Henry Stonefield

• Janet and Derek Alexander

• Phillip Hillman

• Gillian and Ian Balcombe

55th ANNIVERSARY

90th BIRTHDAY

• Rita and Michael Bayer

• Rosslyn and Paul Caplan

• Millicent Ainsley

• Susanne and Andrew Brecher

• Rosemary and Leonard Fertleman

• Derek Alexander

• Ingrid and Gary Monnickendam

• Adrienne and Laurie Phillips

• Maureen Bernstein

• Gaby and Glenn Unterhalter
Mazel Tov

• Stanley Goldstein
• Betty Grant

40th ANNIVERSARY

• Pamela Keisner

• Madeleine and Simon Korn

• David Meller on being appointed
a CBE
• Rabbi Ari Cohen on receiving his
Semicha

• Zea Lewis
• Maurice Spurling

50th ANNIVERSARY

• Helena Webb

• Joan and Arthur Bovarnick

The Morning Minyan
We, the members of the Morning Minyan, send our very best wishes for a very happy, healthy and peaceful New Year to Rabbi Marcus,
The Honorary Officers and all members of the Central Synagogue.
Yoav Amit

Roger Cohen

Andy Graham

David Kosky

Peter Ohrenstein

Michael Sinclair

David Arad

Simon Cohen

Malcolm Green

Raymond Laren

Guy Ornadel

Neil Sinclair

Kevin Arenson

Ian Coupland

Billy Grossman

Melvin Lawson

Anthony Osoff

Abner Solland

Adam Arnold

Stephen Davis

Ilan Gutkin

Stewart Laitner

Daniel Peltz

Jon Spain

Colin Baker

Russell Dunstan

Norman Gutkin

Jonathan Leas

Mark Phillips

Stuart Stanton

David Baker

Leonard Fertleman

Steve Haffner

Steven Leas

Martyn Pizer

Jonathan Stein

Jonathan Barnett

Simon Finberg

Paul Harrison

Edward Lee

Sydney Pochin

Simon Stone

Simon Barnett

Laurence Finger

Peter Hoffman

Jerry Lederman

Michael Richards

Ben Tamary

Daniel Baum

Aron Freedman

Michael Howard

Craig Levison

Joel Rockman

Barry Townsley

Michael Bayer

Clive Freedman

David Judah

Julian Lewis

Sam Rogoff

Jeremy Trent

Zak Bentley

Malcolm Freiberger

Chuni Kahan

Michael Lewis

Richard Rosenberg

Joe Weston

Harris Bor

Philip Freiberger

Melvin Kay

Steven Livingston

Bob Rubin

Gary Burns

Nigel Gee

Philippe Katz

Paul Martin

Philip Sandzer

Eric Charles

Ben-Shalom Gentely

Lloyd Keisner

Jonathan Metliss

Stanley Salter

Marcos Chazan

Roger Gibbons

Alan Kleinman

Jeffrey Nedas

Maurice Shamash

Ari Cohen

Stanley Goldstein

Peter Koritschoner

Michael Norton

Geoffrey Simmonds

The Morning Minyan has often been commented on by visitors as being the most friendly and successful minyan that they have
attended. It is renowned for its magnificent breakfasts given by members to celebrate Rosh Chodesh, Yahrzeits, celerations and on
other occasions just because members enjoy having breakfasts together! ‘Membership’ is free and you qualify simply by turning up!
Come along and enjoy a great experience.

Back page photographs:
From top left across: Ava Graham, Ben Cohen, Hadassah Lister, Imri Weissenstern, Jack Olsen, Isabel Swerdlow, Jude Avi-Dan, Maya Selby, Mia Gross,
Jonathan Leas, Maddy and Josh Marcon, Mia Shine-Markowitz, Noa Habou, Oliver Bobroff, Orlando Fertleman, Persephone Arad, Phoenix Barnett,
Romy and Joel Shamash, Rubie Graham, Joshua Millner, Miriam and Roei Kaufman, Noémie and Mathias Mandel.
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